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IN PARADISUM AMISSAM 

SUMMI POBTiE J 

7 o H A N a I s M I k % a ii K 

OU I tegis Amiflam Paradifuniy grandia magni 
Carmina Miltoni, quid nifi cun£t% lejgls ? . 
Res cun£las» & oinftarum primordia rerum^. ' • 

£t fata» & fines continet ifte Hben 
Intim:! panduntur magni penetralia mundF, 

Scribitur & toto qnicquid in orbe latet : 
Temeq^e, tra^hifqne maris, cceluiiique profuhdum, 

Sulphiirenmque Erebiy ftammivomumque fpQcus : 
Quaeque colunt terras, pontumque, & Tartara cxca, 

Quseque colunt fummi' hicida regna poli : 
£t quodcunque uflis conclufum eft finibu» ufqnam. 

Et fine fine Chaos, ^'fine fine'Deus :' 
Et fine fine magis, fi quid magis eft fine fine« 

In Chrifto erga homines cpnciliatus an)or. , . 
HflBC qui fperaret quis crederet effe futura ? 

Et tamen faxc hodie terra Britanna legif . -^ ' 

O quantos in bella duces \ qux protulit anna * 

Quae canit, Sc quanta praeHa dira tuba T 
Cceleftes acics ! atque in certamine coelum f 

Et qu« coeleftes pugna deceret agros ! 
Qnantiis in aethei-eis tollit fe Lucifer armj%! 

Atque ip{b graditur vix Michaele minor ! 
Quantis, & quara fitneftis conmrritur iris, 

Dum fenis hie ftellas protegit, ille rx^\t\ 
V9i. L A ^>J^«^ 
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Pum vulfot montes eeu tela reciproca torqiienff 

£t noil nioilBli defuffr ifoe t>lU\iAt i 
Stal dubius cui fe parti concedat Olympus, 

Et metuit pugnai Aoa r«pefQdfe>Aiis. 
At iimul in eoelis MeiTiae infigrnia fulgent, 

Ek cttrriM animes, airfnaque digna Deo> 
Horrendumque rotae ftrident, et f^nra rotanim 

Erumpunt torvU fulgvr^ luncuoibvs, r 

£t flamms vibrant, & vera tonHrva rauco 

Admiftis ilammis ifirpBuere polo : ' 
Excidit attonitis men« ompis, ^ impetus omnis^ 

Et caflis de](tris irrita tela catclmitt 
Ad pqpna$ fugiunt^ U ceu fpr^ Qrcqs afylam^ 

Inferhis certant qondere ie teuebri^* 
Cedite Roi^ani Scriptores^ eedite Grail, 

Et quos fama regent vel edl^briaivit axms. 
Hcc quicunq^ue kget tantufT^ cecinifle put^tbit 

Matonidem ra^s^s, Vlrgilium culices. 

SaMV-EL BAK.ROW, M. 04 

ON PARADISE LOST. 

WH E N I beheld the Poet bUnd, yet bold. 
In flender book Jixs vaft defign unfold* 
Meiiiah crownMj God*8 reconcird decree, 
Rebelling Angels^ the forbidden tree. 
Heaven, Hell, Earth, Chaos, all ; the argument 
Held me a while mifdoubting bis intent. 
That he would ruin (for I iaw him Arong) 
The facred truths U>. fable and oU fong, 
(So Sampfon *grop*d the templet. pofts in fpite) 
nc world Q*wWbclmng to revengjc U% Cight, ^ ^ 
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Vet 119 li^i ^ gW>^iH|; teA tMttf 
1 likM his pfojeft, the Ttl^ctrs did (i^ i 
Through that *#Td<^ field how he hik way HfMld iiHI^' 
0>r which lalAti ^th \ttAi xmittkaindlrig 'blifid j 
Left he perpIeicM the thing* ht w^ikld ihcj^itt. 
And what wtts tiff he fliMld tender Vain. 

Or if i wxjrk ftj infinite ht iJj^ntiM, 
Jealous t way dt»t ibfiie ledi fltilfbl hand' ' 
(Such as dif^Ui^ always what is Wtll^ * 

And hy ill imitatiillf wotlld tfxttl) 
Might hence ptetuihe thb Whole cM&tidli^i dif 
To change in tc¥fi€tf sUld fhdw iC ih a pfajr • 

Pardon m6» inighty Poti^ nor deipife 
My caufelefS) ^et not ihipibit^» fiiifnffe. 
But I aiis ndW dbftVfndMi and none will dare 
Within thy kh^ura to pretend a.ihare«. ■ 
Thou haft not mi(k*4 one thought that could be fit. 
And all that was improper doft omit : 
8o that no fooin is Uift for writers teft,. 
But to detea their igndrtilcc or thefi. 

That maje^ which through thy wbtk d'dCh feigAi 
Draws the devout« deterrhig thef prbfdhe. ' 

And things divine thoii tresK'lt of iii iucii ftate 
As them pi^f^rve^/ HAA tkce« inviolate. 
At once delight and horror on lis Ceite, 
Thou fmg'iif with fo ifiucli gfaVity siiAd tite | 
And above human iKght deft (biif iAdft ' 
With plume lb ftrong, ib ei^u^l, knd tblhfi. 
The bird naih^d Mm ih^t l^ifadil^yo^ (ing 
So never flag^^ Ijijt aTwaytf Itiepi 6'n wm|r; ' 

A % ^V«e 



Where coi\Uft thoa words of foch acompafs find 1 
Whence fumifli fuch a vaft expenceof mind I 
JvijSt, Heaven thee^ like Tireiiasy to requite 
Rewards with prophecy thy lofs of fight* 

Wdl might' ft thou/com thy readers tp allure 
With tinkling rhyme, of thy own fenfe ieciure i 
While the town-bays writes all the while and fpells. 
And like a pack-horfe tires without hia bells ; 
Their fancies like our buihy-points appj^,- 
The poets tag them, we for faihion wear. 
I tooy tranfported by the mode, . qff^n^. 
And while I. meant to praife thee muft commend* 
Thy verfe created like thy theme fubl jme, . 

Number, weightj and meafurci needs not rhyme. . , 
'ii A^ D R E w Mar v.e j. i, 



To Mr. J O H N MILTON, 
On his Poem entitled P A R A D I S E L 6 S T^ 

OThou ! the wonder of the prefent age. 
An age immerft in luxury and vice;. 
A race of triilers i , who can relL/t^ naiig^t 
But the gay iffue of an idle brain t . . 
How couldft thou hope to pleaff^ this tinfel race .? ^ 
Though blind, yet with the penetrating eye 
Of intellef^ual light thou doft furvey 
The labyrinth perplexM of Heaven's decrees ; 
And with a quill, pluck'd from an angel's wing, / 
Dipt in the fount that laves th' eternal throne. 
Trace the dark paths of providence divine, 



X << And juitify the ways of God to MfVn.'V . 
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THE VERSE. 



THE xneafure is Engliih heroic verle without 
rhyme, as chat of Homer in Greek, and of 
Virgil in Latin ; rhyme being no neceiTary adjundt 
or true ornament of poem or good verfe, in longer 
works efpecially, but the invention of a barbiirous 
age, to fet off wretched matter and lame meter; 
graoed indeed iince by the ufe of fome famous 
modem poets, carried away by cuftom, but much 
to their own vexation, hindrance, and conilraint 
to exprefs many things otherwife, and for the 
moft partworfe than elfe they would have exprelTed 
them. Not without caufe therefore fome both 
Italian and Spanifh poets of prime note have re- 
jedled rhyme both in longer and fhorter works, as 
have alfo long fince our bed Englifh tragedies, as 
a thing of itfelf, to all judicious ears, trivial and 
of no true mufical delight; which confifls only in 
apt numbers, fit quantity of fyllables, and the 
fenfc varioufly drawn out from one verfe into ano- 
ther, not in the jingling found of like endings, a 
fault avoided by the learned AncietiU ViOVVv m 
poetry and all good oratory. This ncg^tCi x^cva^ 



a THEVERSE. 

of rhyme fo little is to be taken for a defe£l, though 
it may feem fo perhaps to vulgar readers^ that it 
rather is to be eftoemed an example fet, the firfl 
in Englifli, of ancieiit liberty recovered to heroic 
poem, from the troublefome and modern bondage 
of rhyming. 
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PARADISE LOST. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

This firft Book propofes, firft in brief, the whole fub- 
jeft, Man's difobedience, and the lofs thereupon of 
Paradife wherein he was placM : Then touches the 
prime caufe of his fall, the Serpent, or rather Satan 
in the ferpent J who revolting from God, and draw- 
ing to his fide many legions of Angels, was by the 
command of God driven out of Heaven with all his 
crew into the great deep. Which a£iion pafsM over, 
the poem haftes into the midft of things, prefenting 
Satan with his Angels now falling into Hell, defcrib'd 
here, not in the center (for Heaven and Earth may 
be fuppos'd as yet not made, certainly not yet ac- 
cursM) but in a place of utter darknefs, fitlieft caird 
Chaos : Here Satan with his Angels lying on the 
burning lake, thunder-ftruck and aftonifhM, after 
a certam fpace recovers, as from confufion, calls up 
. him who next in order and dignity lay by him $ they 
confer of their miferable fall. Satan awakens all 
his legions, who lay till then in the fame manner 
confounded : They rife, their numbers, aiTay of 
battel, their chief leaders nam'd, according to the 
ick^ls known afterwards in.Caiiaan and the countries 
adjoining. To thefe Sltan dire6ls his (beech, com- 
forts them with hope yet of regaining Heaven, but 
tells them laftly of a new world and new kind of 
creature to be ci*eated, according to an ancient pro- 
phecy or report in Heaven^ for that Angels were 
long before this vifible creation, was the opinion of 
many ancient Fathers. To find out the truth of this 
propnecv, and what to determin thereon, he refers 
to a full council. What his affociates thence at- 
tempt. Pandemonium the palace of Satan rifesy 
fuddenly built out of the deep : The infernal peers 
there fit in council. 
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PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK I. 

OF Man^s firft difobedience, and the fruit 
Of tliat forbidden tree, whofe mortal tafte 
Brought death into the world, and all our woe. 
With lofs of Eden, till one greater Man 
Reftore us, and regain the blifsful feat, 
Sing, heavenly Mufe, that on the fecret top 
Of Oreb, or of Sinai, didft infpire 
That (hepherd, who firft taught the chofen feed. 
In the beginning how the Heav'ns and Earth 
Rofe out of Chaos : Or if Sion hill 
Delight thee more, and Siloa^s brook that flowed 
Faft by the oracle of God ^ I thence 
Invoke thy aid to my adventrous fong. 
That with no middle flight intends to foar 
Above th* Aonian mount, while it purfues 
Things unattempted yet in profe or rhyme. 
And chiefly Thou, O Spi'rit, that doft prefer 
Before all temples th* upright heart and pure, 
Inftruft me, for Thou know'ft } Thou from the firft 
Waft prefent, and with mighty wings outfpread 
Dove-like fatft brooding on the vaft abyCs, 
And mMd'A itpregnmt : what in me is duVL 

B 3 "^Vamvci* 



6 PARADISE LOST. Book I 

Illuminy what is low raife and Aipport ; 
That to the height of this great argument 
I may affert eternal Providence, 
And juftify the ways of God to Men. 

Say firft, for Heaven hides nothing from thy view. 
Nor the deep tra£l of Hell, fay firft what caiife 
MovM our gi*and parents, in that happy ftate, 
Favor'd of Heav'n fo highly, to fall off 
From their Creator, and tranfgrefs his will 
For one reftraint, lords of the world befides ? 
Who firft feduc'd them to that foul revolt ? 
Th' infernal Serpent; he it was, whofe guile, 
Stirr'd up with envy and revenge, deceived 
The mother of mankind, what time his pride 
Had caft him out from Heaven, with all his hoft 
Of rebel Angels, by whofe aid afpiring 
To fet himfelf in glory' above his peers. 
He tnifted to have equalM the moft High, 
If he opposed I and with ambitious aim 
Againft the throne and monarchy of God 
Raised impious war in Heaven and battel proud 
With vain attempt. Him the almighty Power 
Hurl'd headlong flaming from th* ethci-eal Iky, 
With hideous ruin and combuftion, down 
To bottomlefs perdition, there to dwell 
In adamantin chains and penal fire. 
Who durft defy th' Omnipotent to arms. 
Nine times the (pace that meafures day and night 
To mortal men, he with his horrid crew 
f Zajr ranquUb^d^ roUlng in the fiery ^ulf» 
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Confounded thou^ immortal : But hit doom 

Referv'd him to more wrath $ for now the thought 

Both of loft happinefs and lafting pain 

Torments him ; round he throws his baleful eyes. 

That witnefsM huge affli^ion and difmay 

Mix'd with obdiu-ate pride and ftedfaft hate 9 

At once, as far as Angels ken» he views 

The difmal fituation wafte and wild ; 

A dungeon horrible on all fides roimd 

As one great fiunace flam'd, yet from thofe flames 

No light, but rather darknefs vifible 

Serv'd only to difcover (ights of woe, 

Regions of foiTow, doleful fhades^ where peace 

And reft can never dwell, hope never comes 

That comes to all $ but torture without end 

Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 

With ever-burning fulphur unconfumM : 

Such place eternal Juftice had prepared 

For thofe rebellious, here their pris^on Qrdain'*d 

In utter dark^eik, and their portion fet 

As far remov'4 from God aa^ light of Heav'9> 

As from the center thrice to th* utmoft pole. 

O how unlike the place froga whence they felll 

There the companions of hj^s fi»JJ, overwhelmed 

With floods and whirlwinds of terapeftuaua Hits 

He foon difcerns, . and welt'ring by his fide 

One next himfelf in pow^r, and next in crime. 

Long after known in Paleftine, and namM 

Beelzebub. To whom ,th' Arch-Enemy, 

And thence ill Heav*A caird Satan« vi\t!tx\yM'«c^^^^ 

' . B 4. ■^wJi^'w^ 



t PARADISE LOST. Book L 

Breaking the horrid iilence thus began. 

If thou beeft he; but O how fairn ! how changed 
From him, who in the happy realms of light 
Cloth'd with tranfcendent brightnefs didft outihine 
Myriads though bright I If he whom mutual league. 
United thoughts and counfels^ equal hope 
And hazard in the glorious enterprife, 
Join'd with me once, now mifery hath joinM 
In equal ru'in : into what pit thou feeft 
From what highth falPn, fo much the ftronger provM 
He with his thunder : and till then who knew 
The force of thofe dire arms ? yet not for thofc. 
Nor what the potent yi£lor in his rage 
Can elfe infli£l, do I repent or chiChge, 
Though changed in outward luftre, that fixM mind. 
And high difdain from fenfe of injured merit, 
That with the'Mightieft raised me to contend. 
And to the fierce contention brought along 
Innumerable force of Spirits armM, 
That durft diflike his reign, and me preferring. 
His utmoft pow*r with adverfe pow'r oppos'd 
In dubious battel on the plains of Heaven, 
And ihook his throne. What though the field be loft ? 
All is not loftf th* unconquerable will. 
And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate. 
And courage never to fubmit or yield, 
And what is elfe not to be overcome f 
That glory never ihall his wrath or might 
Extort from me. To bow and fue for grace 
WJth fuppUant knee, and deify his .power. 
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Who from the terror of this arm fo late 
Doubted his empire; that wei-e low indeed. 
That were an ignominy* and ihame beneath 
This downfall 5 fince by fate the ftrength of Godt 
And this empyreal fubftance cannot fail, 
Since through experience of this great event 
In arms not worfe, in forefight much adyancM^ 
We may with more fuccefsful hope rcfolve 
To wage by force or guile eternal war, 
Irreconcileable to our grand foe, 
Who now triumphs, and in th' excefs of Joy 
Sole reigning holds the tyranny of Heaven. 

So fpake th' apoftate Angel, though in pain. 
Vaunting aloud, but racked with deep defpair ; 
And him thus'anfwerM foon his bold compeer, 

O Prince, O Chief of many throned Powers, 
That led th' imbattel'd Seraphim to war 
Under thy condu6l, and in dreadful deeds 
Fearlefs, indangerM Heav'n's perpetual king, 
Ahd put to proof his high fupremacy. 
Whether upheld by ftrength, or chance, or fate j 
Too well I fee and rue the dire event. 
That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 
Hath loft us Heav'n, and all this mighty hoft 
In horrible deftru£^ion laid thus low. 
As far as Gods and heav'nly eflences 
Can perifti : for the mind and fpi'rit remains 
Invincible, and vigor foon returns. 
Though all our glory' extinft, and happy ftate 
Here fwaJlow^d up in ^ndicfs mifcry. 



Id PARADISE LOST. Book I 

But what if he our conqu'ror (whom I now 

Of force believe almighty » iince no lefs 

Than fuch could have o'er-pow'r'd fuch force as ours J 

Have left us this our fpi^rit and ftrcngth entire 

Strongly to fuffer and fupport our pains. 

That we may fo fufficc his vengeful ire. 

Or do him mightier fervice as his thi-alls 

By right of war, whatever his bufinefs be. 

Here in the heart of Hell to work in fire, 

Or do his errands in the gloomy deep $ 

What can it then avail, though yet we feel 

Strength undiminifhM, or eternal being 

To undergo eternal punifhment ? 

Whereto with fpeedy words th' Arch-Fiend reply'd* 

Fairn Cherub, to be weak is miferable 
Doing or fufFenng : but of this be fure. 
To do ought good never will be our tafk« * 
But ever to do ill our fole delight, 
As beting the contrary to his high will 
Whom we refift. If then his providence 
Out of our evil feek to bring forth good. 
Our labor muft be to pervert that ^nd. 
And out of good ftill to find means of evil ^ 
Which oft-times may fucceed, fo as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I fail not, and difturb 
His inmofl counfels from their deftinM aim* 
But fee the angry vi£lor hath recalled 
His minifters of vengeance and purfuit 
Back to the gates of Heav'n : the fulphurous hail 
y S2iot after U8 In ttorm, o'crblown hath laid 



Book I. PARADISE LOST. 

The fiery furge^ that from the precipice 

Of Heay*n received us falling; and the thunder^ 

Winged with red lightning and impetuous rage. 

Perhaps hath fpent his fhafts, and ceafes now 

To bellow through the vaft and boundlefs deep. 

Let Hf not flip th^ occaflon^ whether fconi) 

Or fatiate fiiry yield it from our foe. 

Seeft thou yon dreary plain^ forlorn and wild. 

The feat of defolation, void of light. 

Save what the glimmering of thefe livid flameg 

Cafts pale and dreadful ? Thither let us tend 

From off the toiling of thefe fiery waves. 

There reft, if any reft can harboiu: there. 

And re-aftembling our affli^ed Powers, 

Confult how we may henceforth moft offend 

Our enemy, our own lofs how repair. 

How overcome this dire calamity, 

What reinforcement we may gain from hope. 

If not what refolution from defpair. 

Thus Satan talking to his neareft mate 
With head up-lift above the wave, and eyes 
That fparkling blazM, his other parts beddes 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large 
Lay floting many a rood^ in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name of monftrous flze, 
Titanian, or Earth-bom, that warrM on JovCt 
Briareos or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarfus held, or that fea-beaft 
Leviathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugelt that fwim th^ oceaxi ftx^^ickx 
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Him haply flumb'ring on the Norway foam 

The piiot of fome fmall night-founder'd fklfF 

Deeming fome iland» oft, as fea-men tell. 

With fixed anchor in his flcaly rind 

Moors foy his fide under the lee, while night 

Invefts the fea, and wiihed mom delays : 

So ftretch'd out huge in length the Arch-Fiend lay 

Chained on the burning lake, nor ever thence 

Had ris^n or heaved his head, but that the will 

And high permifiion of all-ruling Heaven 

Left him at large to his own dark defigns. 

That with reiterated crimes he might 

Heap on himfelf damnation, while he fought 

Evil to others, and enragM might fee 

How all his malice fervM but to bring forth 

Infinite goodnefs, grace and mercy (hown 

On Man by him feduc'd, but on himfelf 

Treble confufion, wrath and vengeance pour'd. 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty ftature ; on each hand the flames 

Driv'n backward flope their pointing fpires, and roird 

In billows, leave i'^th* midft a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wings he fteers his flight 

Aloft, incumbent on the duiky air 

That felt unufual weight, till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever bum'd 

With folid, as the lake with liquid fire ; 

And fuch appearM in hue, as when the force 

Of fubterraneari wind tranfports a hill 

Tom from Fehrus, or the ftiattcr'd fidt 
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Of thundVing ^tna, whofe combuftible 
And fuelM entrails thence conceiving fire, 
Sublim'd with mineral fury, aid the winds, i 
And leave a (inged bottom all involvM 
With ftench and fmoke : Such refting found the fole 
Of unbleft feet. Him foUowM his next mate. 
Both glorying to have "fcap'd the Stygian flood 
As Gods, and by their own recovered Ib^ngth, 
Not by the fufferance of fupernal Power. 

Is this the region, this the foil, the clime. 
Said then the loft Arch- Angel, this the feat 
That we muft change for Heav'n, this mournful gloom 
For that celeftial light ? Be' it fo, fnice he 
Who now is Sovran can difpofe and bid 
What (hall be right : fartheft from him is beft. 
Whom reas'on hath equaled, force hath made fupremc 
Above his equals. Farewell happy fields. 
Where joy for ever dwells : Hail horrors, hail 
Infernal world, and thou profoundeft Hell 
Receive thy new pofTeflbr j one who brings 
A mind not to be changM by place or time. 
The mind is its own place, and in itfelf 
Can make a Heaven of Hell, a Hell of Heaven. 
What matter where, if I be ftill the fame. 
And what I ihould be, all but lefs than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater ? Here at leaft 
We fliall be free ; th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not drive us hence : 
Here we may reign fecure, and in my choice 
To reign is woith ^jnbition though vu IcUW *• 
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Better to reign in Hell, than ferve in Heaven. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends^ 
Th' aflbciates and copartners of our lofs. 
Lie thus aftonifhM on th* oblivious pool. 
And call them not to ihare with us their part 
In this unhappy maniion» or once more 
With rallied arms to try what may be yet 
RegainM in Heaven, or what more loft in Hell ? 

So Satan fpake, and him Beelzebub 
Thus anfwerM. Leader of thofe armies bright^ 
Which but th' Omnipotent none could have foilM, 
If once they hear that voice, their livelieft pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 
In worft extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battel when it rag*d, in all aflaults 
Their fureft fignal, they will foon refume 
New courage and re^ve, though now they lie 
Groveling and proftrate on yon lake of fiit. 
As we (ere while, aftounded and amazM, 
No wonder, fdl^ fuch a pernicious highth. 

He fcarce had ceas'd when the fuperior Fiend 
Was moving tow'ard the fhore^ his ponderous ihield, 
Ethereal temper, mafTy, large and round. 
Behind him caft$ the broad circumference 
Hung on his ihoulders like the moon, whole orb 
Through optic glafs the Tufcan artift views 
At evening from the top of Fefol^, 
Or in Valdamo, to defcry new lands. 
Rivers or mountains in her fpotty globe. 
Ms /pear, to equal which the talleft \ias 
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Hewn on Norwegian hilU) to be the maft 

Of fome great ammiral, were but a wand. 

He walkM with to fupport uneafy fteps 

Over the burning marie, not like thofe fteps 

On Heaven^ azure, and the torrid clime 

Smote on him fore befides, vaulted with fire ; 

Nathlefs he fo indurM, till on the beach 

Of that inflamed fea he ftood, and called 

His legions. Angel forms, who lay intrancM 

Thick as autumnal leaves that ftrow the brooks 

In Vallombrofa, where th' Etrurian ihades 

High over-arched imbow^r $ or fcatterM fedge 

Aflote, when with fierce winds Orion armM 

Hath vex'd the Red-Sea coaft, whofe waves overthrew 

Buiiris and hh Memphian chivalry, 

AVhile with perfidious hatred they purfued 

The fojoumers of Gofhen, who beheld 

From die fafe fhore their floting carcafes 

And broken chariot wheels : fo thick beftrowtt 

Ab]e6^ and loft lay thefe, covering the flood. 

Under amazement of their hideous change. 

He caird fo ioud; diat all the hollow deep 

Of Hell refounded. Princes, Potentates, 

Warriors, the flow'r of Heaven, once your's, now loA^ 

If fuch aftonffhment as this can fei(e 

Eternal Spi^rits ; or have ye chosen this place 

After the toil of battel to repofe 

Your wearied virtue, for the eafe you find 

To flumb^r here, as in the vales of He^VtSk^ 

Or In dug ahjeet paOxux have ye fwora 
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To' adore the conqueror ? who now beholds 
Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood 
With fcatter'd arms and enfigns, till anon 
His fwift purfuers from Heav'n gates difcem 
Th' advantage, and defcending tread us down 
Thus drooping, or with linked thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this gulf. 
Awake, arife, or be for ever fallen. 

They heard, and were abafh'd, and up they fprur 
Upon the wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread, 
Roufe and bei^ir tliemfelves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 
Itk which they were, or the fierce pains not feel ^ 
Yet to their general's voice they foon obey'd 
Innumerable. As when the potent rod 
Of Amram's fon, in Egypt's evil day, 
Wav'd round the coaft, up caird a pitchy cloud 
Of locuib, warping on the eaftem wind, 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darken'd all the land of Nile s 
So numberlefs were thofe bad Angels fccn 
Hovering on wing under the cope of Hell 
•Twixt upper, nether, and furrounding fires ; 
Till, as a fignal giv'n, th' up-lifted fpear 
Of their great Sultan waving to dirt&. 
Their courfe, in even balance down they light 
On the firm brimftone, and fill all the plain j 
A multitude, like which the populous north 
J^ow'd never from Jier frozen loinS) to pafs 
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Rhene or ^e Danaw, when her barbarous fens 
Came like a deluge on the fouth, and fpread 
. Beneath Gibraltar to the Libyan fands. 
Forthwith from every fquadron and each band 
The heads iind leaders thither hafte where ftood 
Their great cpmmand^r; Godlike (hapes and fornix 
Excelling human, princely Dignities, 
And PowVs.that.erft in Heaven fat on thrones } 
Though of their names in heavenly records now 
Be ifo.m^Qorialy blotted out and ras'd 
By their rebellion from the books of life. 
Nor had diey yet among the Tons of Eve 
•Got thc^ new names, till wandering o'er the earth, . 
Through God's high fufierance for the tri'al of mart. 
By falfities and, lies the greateft part 
Of mankind they corrupted to forfake 
God their Creator, and th' invifible 
Glory of him that made them to transform 
Oft to the image of a brute, adom*d 
With gay religions full of pomp and gold. 
And Devils to adore for Deities : 
Then vcre they known to men by various names. 
And various idols through the Heathen world. 
Say, Mttfe> their names then known, who firft, who laf^ 
Roused from the Humber, on that fiery couch. 
At their great emptor's call, as next in worth 
Came fingly wkerehe ftood on the bare ftrandy 
While the promifeuousf croud ftood yet aloof. 
The chief were thofe who from the pit of HftVV 
Roajniu^ to feck- their prey on earth, duxft &x 
yoL. I. C TVw 
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Their feats long after next the feat of God, 

Their altars by his altar, Gods ador'd 

Among the nations round, and durft abide 

Jehovah thundering out of Sion, thronM 

Between the Cherubim ; yea, often plac'd 

Within his fanfluary itfelf their ihrines> 

Abominations ; and with curfed things 

His holy rites and folemn feafts profaned. 

And with their darknefs duril affront his light* 

Firft Moloch, horrid king, befmear'd with blood 

Of human facrifice, and parents tears. 

Though for the noife of drums and timbrels loud 

Their children) cries unheard, that p^sM through iiro 

To his grim idol. Him the Ammonite- 

Worihipt in Rabba and her watry plain,, 

In Argob and in Baian, to the ftream 

Of utmoft Arnon. Nor content with fuch. 

Audacious neighbourhood, the wifeft heart/^ 

Of Solomon he led by fraud to build • 

His temple xight againft the temple^ of God . 

On that opprobrious hill, and made his. grove 

Theipleafant valley' of Hinnom> Tophet thence 

And black Gehenna caU'd, the type of Hell. 

^iext Chemos, th* obfcene dread of Moab*s fons^^ 
From Aroar to Nebo> andth^ wild 
Of fouthmoft Abanm j in Hefebon 
And Hpronaim, Seon's realm, beyond 

The flow'ry dale of Sibma clad with vines*^ 

^nd Ekale to the Afphaltic pool. 
J^^or Jus Q0er nsuytCf whejvMtAtic'd. 
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Ifrael in Sittim on their march from Nile 

To cio him wanton rites, which coft them woe. 

Yet thence his luftful orgies he inlarg'd' 

Ev'n t6 that hill of icandal, by the grove* 

Of Moloch' homicide, luft hard by hate ; 

Till good Joiiah drove them thence to Hell. 

With thefe. came they, who from the bordering floodl 

Of old Euphrates to the brook that parts 

Egypt from Syrian ground^ had general' names 

Of BaaTim and Afhtaroth, thofe male^ 

Thefe feminine. For Spirits when they pleafe 

Can either'fex affume, or both; fo foft 

And uncompoimded is their efTence piire^- 

Not ty*d or manacled with joint or liinb. 

Nor founded on the brittle ftrength of boneS) 

Like cnmbrou^ flcfh^ but in what (hape they choofo^ 

Dilated or condens-d, bright or obfcure, 

Can execute their aery purpofes, 

And vtorks of love or enmity Mtfiii 

For thofe the race of Ifrael oft forfook 

Their living ftrength, and unfrequented left 

His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 

To beftial Gods ; for which their heads as lavt 

Bow'd down in battel, funk before the fpear 

Of defpjbible foesi With thefe in troop 

Came Aftoreth, whom the -Phoenrcians callM 

Aftarte, queen of Heav'n, with crefcent horns ] i 

To whoffr bright image nightly by the moon 

Sidonian virgins paid their vows and fongs^ , 

In SJon aJfi^not unfvjig, where ftood- 

C %: ^ 
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Her temple on th* offen£ve mountain, built 
By tl^at uxorious king, whofe heart though large^ 
BeguilM by fair idolatreffes, fell 
To idols foul. Thammuz came next behind, 
Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 
The Syrian damfcls to lament his fate 
Jn amorous ditties all a fummer^s day. 
While fmooth Adonis from his native rock 
Ran purple to the fea, fuppos'd with blood 
Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love-talc 
Infe6led lion's daughters with like heat, 
Whofe wanton paillons in the facred porch 
Ezekiel faw, when by the -vifion led 
His eye furvey'd the dark idolatries 
Of alien^ed Judah. Next came one 
"Sjfho^moumM in earncft, when the captive ark 
Maim*d his brute image, head and hands lopt of 
In his own temple, on the grunfel edge. 
Where he fell flat, and (ham'd his worfliiper^ t 
JDagon his name, fea monfter, upward man 
And downvrard fiih : yet had his temple high 
Rear'd in Azotus, dreaded through ^e coaft 
Of Pal^ne, in Gath and Afcalon, 
And Accaron and Gaza's frontier bounds. 
Him foUowM Rimmon, whofe delightful feat 
Was fair Damafcus, on the fertil banks 
Of A^bana and Pharphar, lucid ftreams. 
He alfo' againft the houfe of God was bold t 
A ieper once he loft, and gainM a king, 
ji.Aaz bii jtbtti/h fonqu^tor, whom Yl^ ditw 
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God's altar to difparage and difplace 
I For one of Syrian mode, whereon to bum 
His odious offerings, and adore thb Gods 
Whom he had vanquifh'd. After thefe appeared 
A crew who under names of old renown, 
Ofiris, Ifis, Onis, and their train. 
With monftrous ftiapes and forceries abus'd 
Fanatic Egypt and her priefts, to feek 
Their wandering Gods difguis'd in brutifh formt 
Rather than human. Not did Ifrael Tcape 
Th' infection, when their borrowM gold compos'd 
The calf in Oreb j and the rebel king 
Doubled that (in in Bethel and in Dan, 
Likening his Maker to the grazed ox, 
Jehovah, «who in one night when he pafs'd 
From Egypt marching, equalM with one llroke 
Both her firft-bom and all her bleating Gods. 
Belial came laft, than whom a Spi'rit more lewd 
Fell not from Heaven, or more grofs to love 
Vice'for itfelf j to him no temple ftood 
Or altar fmokM j yet who more oft than he 
In'tem|>les and at altars, when the prieft 
Turns atheift, as did Eli's fons, who fillM 
With luft and viokrtte the houfe of God? 
In courts and palaces he alfo reigns 
And in luxurious cities, where the noife 
Of ri'ot afcends above their loftieft towers, 
And injury and outrage : and when night 
Darkens the ftreets, then wander forth the fons 
Of Belial^ howa with in/bience and wkve. 

C 3 NSr\xx^^^% 
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Witnefs the ftreets of Sodom, and that night 
In Gibeah, when the hofpitable door 
£xpo$M a matron to ^void worfe rape. 
Thefe yrere the prime in order and in might j 
The reft were long to tell, though far renown'd: 
Th' Ionian Gods, of Javan's iflue held 
Gods, yet confefsM later than Heav'n and Earth, 
Their boafted parents : Titan Heav'n's firft-born. 
With his enormous brood, and birthright feis'd 
By younger Saturn j he from mightier Jove 
His own and Rhea's fon like meafure found ; 
So Jove ufurping reign'd : thefe firft in Crete 
And Ida known, thence on the fnowy top 
Of cold Olympus rul'd the middle air. 
Their higheft Heaven.; or on the Delphian clifi^ 
Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 
'Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old 
Jled over Adriato th* Hefperian fields, 
And o'er the Celtic roamM the utmoft iles. 

All thefe and more came flocking ; but with lookft 
Down caft and damp, yet fuch wherein appearM 
Obfcure fome glimpfe of joy, to' have found their chief 
Not in defpair, to' have formd themfelyes not Io& 
In lofs itfelf ; which on his countenance caft 
Lik€ doubtful hue : but he his wonted pride 
Soon xecolle£ling, with high word«, that bore 
Semblance of worth not fobftance, gently rais'd 
Their fainting courage, and difpell'd their feara« 
Then ftrai^ commands that at the warlike found 
Oftrumjpets loud and xiarions be uprear'd 
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His mighty ftandard: that proud honor ciamM 
Azazel aa his right, a Cherub tall $ 
Who forthwith from the glittering ftaff unfurl' 4 
Th* imperial enfigu, which full high advanc'd 
Shone like a meteor (beaming to the wind> 
With gems and golden luftre rich imblazM) 
Sei'aphic arms and trophies ; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial founds t 
At which the uniyerfal hoft up fent 
A fkoHt, that tore Hell's concave> and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a moment through the gloom were feen 
Ten thoufand banners rife into the air 
With ^ient colors waving : with them rofe 
A foreft huge of fpears $ and thronging helms 
Appear' dy and ferried ihields in thick anay 
Of depth immeafurable : anon they move 
In perfe6l phalanx to the Dorian mood 
Of flutes and foft recorder; fuch as rais'd 
To highth of nobleft temper heroes old 
Arming to battel, and inftead of rage 
Deliberate valor breath'd, firm and unmov'-d 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat ; 
Nor wanting pbw'r to mitigate and fwage 
With foleran touches troubled thoughts, and chafe 
Anguifli and doubt and fear and forrow' and pain 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force with fixed thought 
Mov'd on in;fdence to foft pipes, that charm'd 
Their painful /l^s o'ei; the burnt foil 5 axwi ivoi? 
i- C 4. KAn^"^^"' 
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AdvancM in view they ftand, a horrid front 
Of dreadful length and dazling arms, in guife 
Of v/arfiors old with orderM fpear and Ihield, 
Awaiting, what command their mighty chief 
Had to impofe : He through the armed fileft 
Darts his experienc'd eye, and foon traverfe 
The whole battalion views, their order ducj 
Their vifages and ftature as of Gods : 
Their number laft he fums. And now his heart 
Diftends Vrith pride, and hardening in his fti'engtk 
Glories : for never fmce created man 
Met fuch imbodied force, as namM with tkefe 
Could merit more than that fmall infantry 
Warr'd-on by cranes ; though all the giant brood 
Of Phlegra with th' heroic race were joinM 
That fought at Thebes and Ilium, on each fide ' 
Mix'd with auxiliar Gods ; and what refoundt 
In fable or romance of Uther's fon 
Begirt with Britiih and Armoric knights 5 
And all who fmce» baptizM or infidel, 
Jouftcd in Afpramont or Montalban, 
Damafco, 01'. Marocco, or Trebifond, 
Or whom Biferta fent from Afric ihofe. 
When Charlemain with all his peerage: fell 
By Fotftaifabbia. Thus far theie beyond 
Compane of mortal prowcfs^ yet obftnr'd 
Their dread commander : he above the reft 
In (hape and gefture proudly^ eminent : 
Stood like a towV; his form had yet; not loft 
-AiJ her ongmdl br^htttcfs, nor appoar'4 
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Lefs tkan Arch-Angel ruinM, and th* exeefs 
Of gloryi obfcur'd 5 as when the fun new rifen 
Looks throng the horizontal mifty air 
Shorn of his beams, or from behind the moon 
In dim eclipfe difaftrous twilight iheds 
On halftthe nations, and with fear of change ^ 

Perplexes monarchs. Darkened fo, yet ffaon^ 
Above theAi all th* Arch- Angel : but his faee 
Deep fears of thunder had intrenchM, and caro^ 
Sat on his faded cheek, but under brows 
Of dauntlefs* cotihige, and confiderate pride 
Waiting revenge s cruel his eye, but caft 
Signs of remorfe and paifion to behold 
The fellows of his crime, the followers rather 
(Far otker once beheld in blifs) condemn*d 
For ever now t© have their lot in pain. 
Millions of Spirits for his fttilt amerc'd 
Of Heav'n, and from eternal fplendors flung 
For his revolt, yet faithful how they ftood. 
Their glory widier'd: as when Heaven's fire 
Hatli fcath*d the foreft oaks, or mountain pines. 
With finged top their ftately growth though bare 
Stands on thie blafted heath. He now prepared 
To fpeak ; wkereat their doubled ranks they bend ' 
From wing to wing, and half inclofe him round 
With all histpeers : attention held them mute. 
Thrice he affay'd, and thrice in fpite of fcom 
Tears, fifeh as Angels weep, btirfi: forth : at laft 
Words interwove with fighs found out their way. 
Myriads of immortaJ Spi'rits^ . O ?ovfcn 
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Matchlcfs, but with th* Almighty, and that ftrife 

Was not inglorious, though th' event was dire. 

As this place teftifies, and this dire change 

Hateful tOf^itter r but what powV of mind 

Forefeeing or prefaging, from the depth 

Of knowledge paft or prefent, could have feared. 

How fuch united force of Gods, how fuch 

As ftood like thefe, could ever know repulfe ? 

For who ean yet believe, though after lofs. 

That all thefc puifTant legions, whofe exile 

Hath emptied Heaven, (hall fail to i-e-albend 

-Self-raisM, and repofTefs their native feat ? 

For me be witnefs all the hoft of Heaven, 

If counfelsr different, or danger fhunnM 

By me, have loft our hopes. But he who reigns 

Monarch in Heaven, till then as one fecure 

Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute, 

Confent or cuftom, and his regal ftate 

Put forth at full, but ftill his ftrength concealed. 

Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our falK 

Henceforth his might we know, and know our own^ 

So as not either to provoke, or dread 

New war, provok'd ; our better part remains 

To woi^k in clofe defign, by fraud or guile« 

What fo^ce effe£led not t that he no lefs 

At length from us may find, who overcomes 

By force, hath overcome but half his foe. 

Space may produce new worlds | whereof fo rif© 

There went a fame in Heav'n that he ere long 

Intended to citatff^ and therein plant 
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A generation, whom his choice regard 
Should favor equal to the Tons of Heaven s 
Thither, if but to pry, fhall be perhaps 
Our firft eruption, thither or elfewhere : 
For this infernal pit (hall never hold 
Celeftial Spi'rits in bondage, nor th' abyfs 
Long under darknefs cover. But thefe thoughts 
Full counfel muft mature : Peace is defpair'd. 
For who can think fubmiflion ? War then. War 
Open or underflood muft be i-efclv'd. 

He fpake : apd to confirm his words, out-flew 
Millions of flaming fwords, di*awn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim 5 the Hidden blaze 
Far round illumined Hell : highly they rag'd 
Againft the High^eft, and fierce with grafped arms 
Clafh'd on their founding (hields the din of wai*. 
Hurling defiance tow'ai-d the vault of ,Heaven» 

There (tood a hill not far, whofe grifly top 
Belch'd fire and roUing fmoke; th^ reft entire 
Shone with a glpfly fcurf, undoubted fign 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore, 
The ywork of fulphur. Thither wing'd with fpccj 
A numerous brigad haften'd : as when bands 
Of pioneers with fpade and pickax arm'd 
Forerun the royal camp, to trench a field. 
Or caft a rampart. Mammon led them on, 
Mamn^on, the leaft ere6led Spi*rit that fell 
From Heav'n, for e'en in Heav'n his looks and thoughts 
Were always downward bent, admiring more 
Thexiches ofHeav^n*s pavement, trodden ^q\^ 
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Than ought divin« or holy elfc enjoy'd 
In vifion beatiAc : by him firft 
Men alfo, and by his fuggeftion taught, 
Ranfack'd the center, and with impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth 
For treafures better hid. Soon had his crciR^' 
Open'd into the hill a fpacious wound, 
And digg'd out ribs of gold. • Let none admire * 
That riches grow in Hell j that foil may beft 
Deferve the precious bane. And here let thofe 
Who boaft in mortal things, and wond'ring tell 
Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings, 
Learn how their greateft monuments of fame^ 
And ftrength, and art, are eafily out-done 
By Spirits reprobate, and in an hour 
What in an age they with inceflant toil 
And hands innumerable fcarce perform. 
Nigh on the plain in many cells prepared. 
That underneath had veins, of liquid fire 
Sluc'd from tho lake, a fecond multitude 
With wondVous art founded the ready ore, 
Severii%!:<t9'ch kind, and fcummM the bullion drofs i 
A third as f#on had formM within the ground 
A various mouldy and from the boiling cells 
By ftrange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook. 
As in an orgaa fr6m one blaft of wind 
To many a row of pipes the found-board breathe»^ 
AxiftH out of the earth a fabric huge 
Rofe like an exhalation, with the found 
Of dulcet /jroiphQBki and voices fwett^ 
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Built like a temple, where pilafters round 
Were fet, and Doric pillars overlaid 
With golden architrave $ nor did there want 
Cornice or freeze, with boiTy fculptures graveai 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 
Nor great Alcairo fuch magnificence 
. EqualM in all their glories, to inihrine 
Belus or Serapis their Gods, or ieat 
Their kings, when £g3rpt wi^ Aflyria ftrove 
In wealth and luxury. Th* afcending pile 
Stood dx'd her ftately highth, and ftrait the doori 
Opening their brazen folds difcover wide 
Within, her ample ^ces, o'er the frnpoth 
And level pavement : from the arched roof 
Pendent by fubtle magic many a row 
Of ftarry lamps and blazing creflets fed 
With Naphtbk and Afphaltus yielded light 
As. from a iky. The hafty multitude 
Admiring entered, and the work fome praiie^ 
And fome the archtte£l : his hand was known 
Ip Heaven by many a towVed ftru^ure high. 
Where fcepter^d Angels held their refdence. 
And fat as princes, whom the fupreme King 
Exalted to fuch powV, and gave to rule, 
Eaifh in his hierarchy, the orders bright. 
Nor ^^iras his name unheard or unador*d 
In ancient Greece ; and in Aufonian land 
Men call'd him Mulciber$ and how he fell 
From Heaven, they.fabled, thrown by angry Jove 
Sheer o'er t)ie cty^^l i|^;ittlement$ i fcgiu mom 
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To noon he fell» from noon to dewy eve^ 
A fummer's day ; and with the fctting fun 
Propt from the zenith like a falling ftar, 
Gn liemnos th' ^'gean ile : thus they relate, 
Brring j for he with this rebellious rout 
Fell long before} nor ought availed' him now 
T'have built in Heav'n high tow'rs j nor did he 'fcap 
By all his engins> but was headlong fent 
With hi»rinduftnou» crew to build-in Hell: 

Mean while the winged heralds by command' 
Ofibvran pow'r> with awful ceremony 
And trumpet's found, throughout the hoft proclame.- 
A folemn council forthwith to be Held' 
At Pandemonium, the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers : their fummons calPd ' 
From every band and fquared regiment* 
By place o]h choice the worthieftj they anon 
With hundreds and with thoufands trooping came • 
Attended: all accefs was throng'd, the gates 
And pitches widt, but chief the fpacious hall ' 
(Though like a cover'd field, where champions bold* 
Wont ride in armM, and at the Sol dan's chair 
Defy'd the beft of Panim chivalry 
To mortal combat,^ or career with lance)' 
Thick fwarm-'d, both on the ground and in thie air- 
^ni(h*d with the hifs of rufling winds. As bees 
In fpring time, when the fun with Taurus rides, ; 
Pour forth'thcir populous youth about the hive 
In dufters 5 they among frcfh dews and flowers 
Fly to and ffo^. or on the-imocitKed ^Unkv 
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The fubwrb of their ftraw-built citadel. 

New rubbM with balm, expatiate and confer 

Their ftate affairs. So thick the aciy croud 

SwarmM and were ftraitenM 5 till, the fignal given^ 

Behold a wonder ! they but now who feemM 

In bignefs to furpafs earth''8 giant fons. 

Now lefs than fmalleft dwarfs, in naiTow roomi 

Throng numberlefs, like that j^gmean race 

Beyond the Indian mount, or faery elyes,^ 

Whofe midnight revels by a foreft fide 

Or fountain fome belated peafant fees. 

Or dreams he fees, while over-head tlie moo» 

Sits arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 

Wheels her pale courfe, they on their mirth and dancft^ 

Intent, with jocund mufic charm his ear; 

At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds* 

Thus incorporeal Spirits to fmalleft forms 

KeducM their fhapes immenfe,. and were at largej^. 

Though without number ftill amidfl: the hall 

Of that infernal courts. But far within. 

And in their own dimenfions like thcmfelve8>. 

The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim 

In clofe recefs and:fecret conclave fat 

A thoufand Demi-gods on golden feats, 

Frequent and full. After ihort filence then 

And fummon^ read, the great confult began*. 
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THte ARGUMENT. 

The confultation begun, Satan debates whether an- 
other battel be to be" hazarded for the recovery of 
Heaven : Some advife it, others difTuade : A third 
propofal is preferrM, mentioned before by Satan, to 
i'earch the truth of that prophecy or tradition in 
j^eav^n concerning another world, and another kind 
of creature equal or not much inferior to themfelvcs, 
about this time to be created : Their doubt who 
ihall be fent on this difficult fearch: Satan their 
chief undertakes alone the voyage, is honorM and 
applauded. The council thus ended, the reft betake 
them feveral ways, and to ieveral employments, as 
their inclinations lead them, to entertain the time 
till Satan return. He pafTes on his journey to Hell 
gates, find^ ^em ibut, and who fate there to giiSitl 
them, by whom at.length they are openM, and dif- 
' cover to him the peat eulf between Hell and Hea- 
ven ; with what difficulty he paiTes through, directed 
by Chaos, the Power of that place, to the fight df 
this new world which- he foyght. 
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PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK II. 



HIGH on a throne of royal ftate, which far 
Outfhone the wealth of Ormus and of Ind, 
Or where the gorgeous eaft with richeft hand 
Showers on her kings barbaric pearl and gold« 
Satan exalted fat, by merit raisM 5 

To that bad eminence ; and from defpair 
Thus high uplifted beyonc^hope, afpircs 
Beyond thus high, infatiate to purfue 
Vain war with Heav'n, and by fuccefs untaught 
His proud imaginations thus difplayM. 10 

Pow'rs and Dominions, Deities of Heaven, 
For iince no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vigor, though opprefs'd and fall'n, 
I ^ve not Heav'n for loft. From this defcent 
Celeftial virtues rifmg, will appear 15 v 

More glorious and more dread than from no fall. 
And truft thenxfelves to fear no fecond fate. 
Me though juft right, and the fix'd laws of Heaven 
Did firft create your leader, next free choice, 
With what beiides, in counfel or in fight, 29 

Hath been achiev'd of merit, yet this lofs 
Thus far at leaft recovered, hath much iivor6 
Eftabliib'J /n a/Mfe uneavicd throiie» 
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Yielded with full confent. The happier ftate 

In Heav'n, which follows dignity, might draw 25 

Envy from each inferior j but who here 

Will envy whom the higheft place expofes 

Foremoft to ftand againft the Thund'rcr's aim 

Your bulwark, and condemns to greateft fharc 

Of endlefs pain ? where there is then no good 30 

For which to drive, no ftrife can grow up there 

From'fa£lion ; for none fure will clame in Hell 

Precedence, none, whofe portion is fo fmall 

Of prefcnt pain, that with ambitious mind 

Will covet more. With this advantage then 35 

To union, and firm faith, and firm accord. 

More than can be in Heav'n, we now return 

To clame our juft inheritance of old. 

Surer to profper than profperity 

Could have aifur'd us j and by what beft way, 40 

Whether of open war or covert guile, 

Wc now debate J who can advife, may fpeak. 

He ceasM, and next him Moloch, fcepter'd king. 
Stood up, the ftrongeft and the fierceft Spirit 
That fftught in "Heav'n, now fiercer by defpair ; 45 
His tntft was with th' Eternal to be deem'd 
Equal in ftrcngth, and rather than be left 
Car'd not to be at all ; with that care loft 
Went all his fear : of God, or Hell, or worfe 
He reck'd not, and thefe words thereafter fpake. 50 

My fentence is for open war : of wiles. 
More unexpert, I boaft not : them let thofe 
Contrive wbp need, or wh«n they need, not now. 
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For while they fit contriving* (hall the reft. 

Millions that ftand in arms, and longing wait 55 

The fignal to afcend, fit lingering here 

Heav'n's fugitives, and for their dwelling-place 

Accept this dark opprobrious den of fhame, 

The prifon of his tyi-anny who reigns 

By our delay ? no, let us rather choofe, 60 

Arm'd with Hell flames and fuiy, all at once 

O'er Heav'n's high tow'rs to force refiftlefs way. 

Turning our tortures into honid arms 

Againft the torturer; when to meet the noife 

Of his almighty engin he fliall hear 65 

Infernal thunder, and for lightning fee 

Black fire and horror fliot with equal rage 

Among his Angels, and his throne itfelf 

MixM , with Tartarean fulphur, and ftrange fire. 

His own invented torments. But perhaps 70 

The way feems difficult and deep to fcale 

With upright wing againft a higher foe. 

Let fuch bethink them, if the fleepy drench 

Of that forgetful lake benumm not ftill. 

That in our proper motion we afccnd 75 

Up to our native feat : defcent and fall 

To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late, 

When the fierce foe hung on our broken rear 

Infulting, and purfued us through the deep, 

With what compulfion and laborious flight 80 

^e funk thus low ? Th' afcent is eafy then 5 

Th' event is fear'd ; (hould we again provoke 

Our Stronger^ foma wotfc way his v/rat\i ma^ ^rv^ . 
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To our deftrn^lion j if there be in Hell 

Fear to be worfe deftroy'd ; what can be worfe 85 

Than to dwell here, driv'n out from blifs, condemn^ 

In this abhorred deep to utter woe j 

Where pain of unextinguifhable fire 

Muft cxercife us without hope of end 

The vafTals of his anger, when the fcourge 90 

Inexorably, and the torturing hour. 

Calls us to penance ? Moi*e deftroy'd than thus 

We ftiould be quite abclifhM and expire. 

What fear we then ? what doubt we to incenfe 

His utmoft ire ? which to the highth enrag'd, 95 

Will either quite confume us, and reduce 

To nothing this eflential, happier far 

Than miferable to have eternal being : 

Or if our fubftance be indeed divine, 

And cannot ceafe to be, we are at worft 200 

On this fide nothing; and by proof we feel 

Our powV fufficient to difturb his Heaven, 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm. 

Though inaccefEble, his fatal throne : 

Which, if not viflory, is yet revenge. X05 

He ended frowning, and his look denounced 
Dcfp'rate revenge, and battel dangerous 
To lefs than Gods. On th' other fide up rofe 
Belial, in aft more graceful and humane 5 
A fairer perfon loft not Heav'n,; he feem'd xio 

For dignity composed and high exploit i 
But all was falfc and hollow ; though his tongue 
Vropt Manna, and could xaaiex \h^ >NQifc ^^^^ 
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The better rcafon, to perplex and dafh 
Matureft counfels : for his thoughts were low| 1x5 
To vice induftrious, but to nobler deeds 
Timorous and flothful : yet he pleased the ear. 
And with perfuafive accent thus began. 

I fhould be much for open war, O Peers, 
As not behind in hate ; if what was urg*d i%9 

Main reafon to perfuade immediate war, 
Did not difTuade me moft, and feem to.caft. 
Ominous conjecture on the whole fuccefs : 
When he who mod excels in fa£l of arms, . 
In what he counfels and iii what excels 125 

Miftruftful, grounds his coui^age on deipair 
And utter diffolution, as the fcope 
Of all his aim, after fome dire revenge. . 
Pirft, what revenge ? the tow'rs of Heav'n are MVd 
With armed watch, that render all accefs ijo 

Impregnable ; oft on the bord'ring deep 
Incamp their legions, or with obfcure wing 
Scout far and wide into the realm of night. 
Scorning furprife. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all Hell fhould rife 135 
With blackeft infurre^ion, to confound 
Heav'n's piu*eft light, yet our great enemy • 
All incorruptible would -on his throne 
Sit unpolluted, and th* ethereal mould 
Incapable of ilain would fodn expel 140 

Her mifchief, and purge off the bafer fire 
Vfflorious. Thus repuIsM, our final hope 
Is £at deJpau's wc muA exafperate 

D V "^"^ 
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Th' almighty vi6tor to fpend all his rage. 
And that intift end us, that muft be our cure, 145 
To be no more 5 fad cure ; for who would lofe. 
Though full of pain, this intelle£lual being, 
Thofe thoughts that wander through eternity. 
To periih rather, fwallow'd up and loft 
In the wide womb of uncreated night, 1 50 

Devoid of fenfe and motion ? and who knows. 
Let this be good, whether our angry foe 
Can give it, or will ever ? how he can, 
Is doubtful } that he never will, is fure. 
Will he, fo wife, let loofe at once his ire, 155 

Belike through impotence, or unaware, 
To give his enemies their wi(h, and end 
Them in his anger, whona his anger faves 
To punifh endlefs ? Wherefore ceafe we then ? 
Say they who counfel war, we are decreed, i<io 

Refcrv'd, and deftinM to eternal woe 5 
Whatever doing, what can we fuffer more. 
What can we fuffer worfe ? Is this then worft. 
Thus fitting, thus confulting, thus in arms ? 
What when we fled amain, pmiued and (br\ick 165 
With Heaven's afRi6Hng thunder, and befought 
The deep to fhclter us ? this Hell then feem'd 
A refuge from thofe wounds t or when we lay 
Chained on the burning lake ? that fure was worfe. 
What if the breath that kindled thofe grim Hres, 170 
AwakM ihouid blow them into fev^nfold rage, 
And plunge us in the flames ? or from above 
5^oi#7<//ntern2itted vengeance ana 9^i\ . . 
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His red right hand to plague us ? what if all 

Her ftores were open'd, and this firmament 175 

Of Hell fliould fpout her catarads of fire, 

Impendent horrors, threatning hideous fall 

One day upon our heads j while we perhaps 

Defigning or exhorting glorious war, 

Caught in a fiery tempeft ihall be hurPd iSo 

Each on his rock transfixed, the fport and prey 

Of wracking whirlwinds, or for ever funk 

Under yoti boiling ocean, wrapt in chains ^ 

There to converfe with everlafting groans, 

Unrefpitcd, unpitied, unreprievM, iS$ 

Ages of hopelefs end ? this would be worfe. 

War therefore, open or concealed, alike 

My voice diffuades ; for what can force or guile 

With him, or who deceive his mind, whofe eye 

Views all things at. one view ? he from Heav'n's highth 

All thefe our motions vain fees and derides j 

Not more almighty to refift our might 

Than wife to fruftrate all our plots and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile, the race of Heaven 

Thus trampled, thus expell'd to fuffer here 195 

Chains and thefe torments ? better thefe than worfe 

By my advice j fince fate inevitable 

Subdues us, and omnipotent decree, 

The viaor's will. To fuffer, as to do, 

Our ftrength is equal, nor the law unjuft ^ »0^ 

That fo ordains : this was at firft refolv'd, 

If we were wife, agalnft fo great a foe 

Contcndia^, nnd £b doubtful what mi^\il iA\. 
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I laugh, when thofe who at the fpear are bold 

Alid ventrous, if that fail them, ihrink and fear 205 

What yet they know muft follow, to indure 

Exile, or ignominy*, or bonds, or pain. 

The fentence of their conqueror : this is now 

Our doom ; which if we can fuftain and bear,. 

t)nr fupreme foe in time may much remit a 10 

His anger, and perhaps thus far removed. 

Not mind us not offending, fatisfy'd 

With what is punifti'd; whence thefe raging fires 

Will flacken, if his breath ftir not their flames. 

Our purer effence then will overcome 215 

Their noxious vapor, or inur'd not feel, 

Or changM at length, and to the place conformM 

In temper and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain ; 

This horror will grow mild, this darknefs light, 220 

Befides what hope the never-ending flight 

Of future days may bring, what chance, what change 

Worth waiting, fince our prefent lot appear* 

For happy though but ill, for ill not worft, 

If we procure not to ourfelves more woe. 215 

Thus Belial with words clothM in reafon's garb • 
CounfelM ignoble cafe, and peaceRil flotli. 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake. 

Either to difmthrone the king of lieaven 
^€ war, if war be beft, or to regain a 50 

Our own right loft : him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when cverlafting Fate fliall yield 
To £ckJe Chance, and Chaos judge the ftrlfes 
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The former vain td hope argues as vain 
The latter: for what place can be for us 235 

Within Heav'n's bound, unlefs Heav'n's Lord fupremc 
We overpow'r ? Suppofe he 0iould relent. 
And publiih grace to all, on promife made 
Of new fubje6lion 5 with what eyes could we 
Stand in his prefence humble, and receive 240 

Strift laws imposM, to celebrate his throne 
With warbled h3nfnns, and to his Godhead fing 
ForcM Hallelujah's 5 while he lordly fits 
Our envied fovran, and his altar breathes 
Ambrofial odors and ambrofial flowers, 245 

Our fervile offei'ings ? This muft be our talk 
In Heav'n, this our delight j how wearifome 
Eternity fo fpent in worlhip paid 
To whom we hate ! Let us not then purfue 
By force impofUble, by leave obtain *d 250 

Unacceptable, though in Heav'n, our ftatc 
Of fplendid vaiTalage j but rather feek 
Our own good from ourfelves, and from our own 
Live to ourfelves, though in this vaft reccfs, 
■ Free, and to none accountable, preferring 255 

Hard liberty before the eafy yoke 
Of fcrvilc pomp. Our greatnefs will appear 
Then moft confpiaious, when great things of fmall, 
Ufcful of hurtful, profp'rous of adverfe 
We can create, and in what place fo e'er 160 

Thrive under ev'il, and work eafe out of pain 
Through labor and indurance. This deep world 
Of dfurknef» do wc dread ? How oft aiuid& 



44 FARADISEL03T. Book IL 

Thick clouds and dark doth Heaven's all-i-uling Sire 

Choofe to refide, his glory unobfcur'd, a^S 

And with the majefty of daiknefs round 

Covers his throne j from whence deep thunders roar 

Muft'ring their rage, and Heav'n refembles Hell ? 

As he our darknefs, cannot we his light 

Imitate when we pleafe ? This dcfert foil *7^ 

Wants not her hidden luftre, gems and gold ; 

Nor want we fkill or art, from whence to raife 

Magnificence j and what can Heav'n ihow more ? 

Our torments alfo may in length of time 

Become our elements, thefe piercing fires %7$ 

As foft as now fevere, our temper changed 

Into their temper; which muft needs remove 

The fenfible of pain. All things invite 

To peaceful counfels, and the fettled ftate 

Of order, how in fafety beft we may %to 

Compofe our prefent evils, with regard 

Of what we are and where, difmiffing quite 

All thoughts of war : ye have what I advife. 

He fcarce had finiihM, when fuch murmur fill'd 
Th' affembly, as when hollow rocks retain 2S5 

The found of bluft'ring winds, which all night long 
Had rous'd the fca, now with hoarfe cadence lull 
Sea-fearing men o'er-watch'd, whofe bark by chance 
Or pinnace anchors in a craggy bay 
After the tempeft ; Such applaufe was heard a^a 

As Mammon ended, and his fentence pleasM, 
Advifing peace : for fuch another field 
They dreaded worfe thaA UcU ; Co muQh the fear . 
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Of thunder and the fword of Michael 

Wrought ftill within them j and no lefs define 295 

To found this nether empire, which might rife 

By policy, and long procefs of time. 

In emulation oppofite to Heaven. 

Which when Beelzebub perceiv'd, than whom, 

Satan except, none higher fat, with grave 300 

Afpeft he rofe, and in his rifmg fecm'd 

A pill'ar of ftate j deep on his front ingraven 

Deliberation fat and public care ; 

And princely counfel in his face yet (hone, 

Majeftic though in ruin : fage he ftood 305 

With Atlantean (houlders fit to bear 

The weight of mightieft monarchies j his look 

Drew audience and attention ftill as night 

Or fummer's noon-tide air, while thus he fpake. 

Thrones and Imperial PowVs, Offspring of Heaven, 
Ethereal Virtues ; or thefe titles now 
Muft we renounce, and changing ftile be call'd 
Princes of Hell ? for fo the popular vote 
Inclines, hei% to continue^ and build up here 
A growing empire ; doubtlefs j while we dream, 315 
And know not that the king of Heav'n hath doom'd 
This place our dungeon, not our fafe retreat 
Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 
From Heav'n's high jurifdiftion, in new league 
Banded againft his throne, but to remain 329 

In ftri6left bondage, though thus far removM 
Under th' inevitable curb, refervM 
His captive multitude : for he, be furc^ \ 
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In highth or depth, ftill firft and laft will reign 
Sole kingy and of his kingdom lofe no part 325 

By our revolt, but over Hell extend 
His empire, and with iron fcepter rule 
Us here, as with his golden thofe in Heaven. 
What fit we then projefting peace and war ? 
War hath deteiminM us, and foil'd with lofs 330 

Irreparable ; terms of peace yet none 
Vouchfaf 'd or fought $ for what peace will be given 
To us inflavM, but cuftody fevere. 
And ftripes, and arbitrary punifhment 
Inflicted ? and what peace can we return, 335 

But to our powV hoflility and hate, 
Untam'd relu£lance, and revenge though How, 
Yet ever plotting how the conqueror leaft 
May reap his conqueft, and may leaft rejoice 
Tn doing what wfc moft in fuffering feel ? 340 

Nor will occafion want, nor ihall we need 
With dangerous expedition to invade 
Heav'n, whofe high walls fear no aflault or fiege. 
Or ambufh from the deep. What if we find 
Some eaiier enterprife ? There is a place, 345 

(If ancient and prophetic fame in Heaven 
£iT not) another world, the happy feat 
Of fome new race caird Man, about this time 
To be created like to us, though lefs 
In pow'r and excellence, but favoured mcfre 350 

Of him who rules above ; fo was his will 
Pronounced among the Gods, and by an oath. 
That (book He^v'n't whole cisc\u(afereiicc» confirmed. 
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Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn 
Wbat creatures there inhabit, of what mold, 35^ 

Or fubftance, how indued, and what their power, 
And where their weaknefs, how attempted beft. 
By force or fubtlety. Though Heav*n be fliut. 
And Heayen*s high arbitrator (it fecure 
In his own ftrength, this place may lie exposM, 360 
The utmoft border of his kingdom, left 
To their defenfe who hold it : here perhaps 
Some advantageous a6^ may be achievM 
By fudden onfet, either with Hell fire 
To wafte his whole creation, or poflefs 365 

All as our own, and drive, as we were driven. 
The puny habitants, or if not drive, 
-Seduce them to our party, that their God 
May prove their foe, and with repenting hand 
Abolifh his own works. This would furpais 370 
• Common Tevenge, and interrupt his joy 
In our confuiion, and our joy upraife 
' In his difturbance $ when his darling fons, 
HurVd headlong to partake with us, (hall cvoTc 
Their frail original, and faded blifs, ^yi^ 

'Faded fo foon. Advife if this be worth 
Attempting, or to fit in darknefs here 
■Hatching vain empires. Thus Beelzebub 
Pleaded his devilifh counfel, firft devisM 
By Satan, and in part proposed : for whence, 380 
But from the author of all ill, could fpring 
So deep a malice to confound the race 
Of maakind m oac root, and Earth, vntk Hi^ 
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To mingle and involve, done all to fpite 
The great Creator? But their fpite ftill ferves 3^5 
His glory to augment. The bold defign 
Pleased highly thofe infernal States, and joy 
Sparkled in all their e}*e8 ; with full affent 
They vote : whereat his fpeech he thus renews* 
Well have ye judgM, well ended long debate, 3y> 
Synod of Gods, and like to what ye are. 
Great things rcfolv'd, which from the loweft deep. 
Will once mope lift us up, in fpite of fate, 
Nearer our ancient feat j perhaps in view 
Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighboring arms 
And opportune excuriion we may chance 
Re-enter Heav'n $ or elfe in fome mild zone 
Dwell not uhvffited of Heav*n*s fair light 
Secure, and at the brightning orient beam 
Purge off this gloom; the 'foft delicious air^ 409* 

To heal the fear of thefe corroiive fires, 
Shall breathe her balm. But firft whom fliall we fend 
In fearch of this new world ? whom (hall we find 
Sufficient ? who (hall tempt with wandVing feet 
The dark unbottomM infinite abyfs, « ^^5 

And through the palpable obfcure find aut 
His uncouth way, or fpread his aery flight 
Upborne whh indefatigable wLngs 
Over the vaft abrupt, ere he arrive 
The happy ile } what ilrength, what art can then 410 
Suffice, or what evafion bear him fafe 
Through the flrift fenteries and ftations thick. 
OfAagels watching rowid! H«c^\M>MAxkfift4 
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All circTimfpe6lion, and we now no lefs 
^oice in our fuffrage; for on whom we fend, 41 5 
The weight of all and our laft hope relies. 
This faid, he fat ; and expc6hition held 
His look fufpenfc, awaiting who appeared 
To fecond, or oppofe, or undertake 
The perilous attempt : hut all fat mute, 410 

Pond'ring the danger with deep thoughts 5 and each 
In others countenance read his own difmay 
AftoniihM : none among the choice and prime 
Of thofc'H^av'n- warring champions could be found 
So hardy as to proffer or accept 425 

Alone the dreadful voyage 5 till at laft ' 
Satan, whom now tranfccndent gloiy i*aisM 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride 
Confcious of higheft worth, unmovM thus fpake; 
* O Progeny of *Heav'h, empyreal Thrones, 430 

With reafon Kathdeep filence and demur 
SeisM us, though undifmay'd : long is the way 
And hsurd, that out of Hell leads up to light ^ 
Our priTon ftrong 5 this huge convex of fire, 
X)titrageous to devour, immures us round 435 

Ninefold, and gates of burning adamant 
BarrM over us 'prohibit all egrefs. 
Thefe pafsM, if any pafs, the void profound 
Of uneflential Night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter lofs of being 440 

Threatens him, plung'd in that abortive gulf. 
If thence he fcape into whatever world, 
Or unknown region, wh^t remains him kfV 
' Vol. L E TVv^^xi 
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Than unknown diingers, and as hard efcape ? 

3yt I ihould ill becpdie t^its throne, O Peers, 445 

And this imperial fovranty^ adorn'd 

With fplendor, arm'd with power, if ought proposM 

And judg'd of public moment in tlie ihape 

Of difficulty or danger could deter 

Me from attempting. Whersfore do* I aflume 45^ 

Thefe royalties, and not refule to reign, 

Kefufmg to accept as great a (hare 

Of hazard as of honor, due alike 

To him who reigns, and fo much to him due 

Of hazard more, as he above the I'cft 455 

High honored fits ? Go therefore, mighty Powers, 

Terror of Heav'n, though fall'n i intend at home^ 

While here ihall be oui* home, what beft may eajfc 

The prefent mifery, and render Hell 

More tolerable I if there be cure or charm 460 

To refpite, or deceive, or flack the pain 

Of this ill manfion : intermit no watch 

Againft a wakeful foe, while I abroad 

Through all the coafts of dark deftru£tion feek 

Deliverance for us all : this enterprife 46 c 

None (hall partake with me. Thus faying rofe 

The Monarch, and prevented all reply. 

Prudent, left frpm his refolution raised 

Others among the chief might offer now 

(Certain to be rcfus'd) what ci-ft they feai'dj 470 

And fo refusM might in opinion (land 

His rivals, winning cheap the high repute 

Which he through hazaid huge muft earn. But they 
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Dreaded not mere tk* adrenture tha)> his voic« 

Forbidding ; and at once wkh him they rofe j 475 

Their rifiitg aii at once wa« as the found 

Of thunder heard remote. Tow'ards him they bend 

With awful reverence prone ; and as a God 

Extol him equal to the Hig'heft in Heair n t 

^ior fail'd they to express how much they praia^d, 4S0 

That for the general fafety he delpis'd 

His own : for neither do the Spirits danrn'd 

Lofe all their rtrtue $ left bad men ihould boaft 

Their fpecious deeds on earth, which glory^ excites. 

Or clofe ambidoB varaifli'd o'er with zeal. 485 

Thus tJhey their doubtful confultations dark 

Ended rejoicing in their matchlefs chief: 

As when firom mountain tops the duiky clouds 

Afcending^ while the north-wind deeps,, o^er-fpread 

Ueav^n^s chearful face, the louring ekme&t 490 

Scowls o'er the dsurken'd laadfkip fnow, ov fliower} 

If chance the radiant fun^ with farewel fwee i 

Extend his evening beam, the fields revive. 

The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 

Atteft their joy, that hill and valley rings. 49^ 

O ihame to menl Devil with Devil damu'd 

Firm concord holds, mea only diiagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heavenly grace : and God proclaming peace. 

Yet live in hatred^ enmity,, and (bife 50^ 

Among themfelves, and levy cruel wars, 

Wafting the earth, each other to deftroy s 

As if (which might induce us to agcprd) 

E a W-Ms. 
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Man had not hellifh foes enow befides. 

That day and night for his deftru6Uon wait. 505 

The Stygian council thus diffolv'd 5 and forth 
In order came the grand infernal peers t 
Midft came their mighty paramount, and feemM 
Alone th* antagonift of Heaven, nor lefs 
^han Heirs dread emperor with pomp fupreme, 510 
And God-like imitated ftate ; him round 
A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos'd 
With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Then of their feflion ended they bid cry 
With trumpets regal found the great refult : 515 

Tow'ards the four winds four fpcedy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the founding alchemy 
By heralds voice explained $ the hollow^ abyfs 
Heard far and wide, and all the hoft of Hell 
With deafning ihout returned them loud acclarae. 520 
Thence more at eafe their minds, and fomewhat raisM 
By falfe piefumptuous hope, the ranged Powers 
Difband, and, wandVing, each his feveral way 
Purfues, as inclination or fad choice 
Leids him perplex'd, where he may likelieft find 525 
Truce to his reftlefs thoughts, and entertain 
The irkfome hotirs, till his great chief return. 
Part on the plain, or in the air fublime. 
Upon the wing, or in fwift race contend, 
As at th' Olympian games or Pythian fields j 530 

Part curb their fiery fteeds, or (hun the goal 
With rapid wheels, or fronted brigads form. 
As when to wftm proud cities ynx appears 
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WagM in the troubled iky, and armies rufh 

To battel in the clouds, before each van 535 

Prick forth the aery knights, and couch their fpears 

Till thickeft legions clofe ; with feats of arms 

From eitber end of Heav'n the welkin burns. 

Others with vaft Typhoean rage more fell 

Bead up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 540 

In whirlwind ; Hell fcarce holds the wild uproar. 

As when Alcides, from Oechalia crown'd 

With conqueft, felt th' envenomM rpbe, and tore 

Through pain up by the roots Theflalian pines, 

And Lichas from the top of Oeta threw 545 

Into th* Euboic fea. . Others more mild, 

Retreated in a filent valley, iGng 

With notes angelical to many a harp 

Their own heroic deeds and haplefs fall 

By doom of battel 5 and complain that fate 550 

Free virtue ihould inthrall to force or chance. 

Their fong was partial, but the harmony 

(What could it lefs when SpiVits immortal fing?) 

Sufpended Hell, and took with raviihment 

The thronging audience. In difcourfe more fweet 555 

(For eloquence the foul, fong charms the fenfe,) 

Others apart fat on a hill retired. 

In thoughts more elevate, and reafon'd high 

Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 

FixM fate, free will, foreknowledge abfolute, 56a • 

And found no end, in wandVing mazes loft. 

Of good and evil much they argued then, 

Of happincfs and Bnul mifcry^ . • . 

5 3 ^^«XK>X. 
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PalHon and apathy, and glory' and ikame. 
Vain wifdom all, and falfc philofophy j 565 

Yet with a plcafing fOTcery could charm 
Pain for a while or anguifh, and excite 
Fallacious hope, or arm th* obdured bread 
With ftubborn patience a« with triple fteel. 
Another part in fquadrons and grofs bands, 57^' 

On bold adventure to difcover wide 
That difinal world, if any clime perhaps 
Might yield them eafier habitation, bend 
Four ways their flying march, along the banks 
Of four infernal rivers, that difgorge 575 

Into the burning lake their baleful ftreams ; 
Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate 5 
Sad Acheron of forrow, black and deep 5 
Cocytus, nam'd of lamentation loud 
Heard on the rueftil ftream j fierce Phlegethon 5^^ 
Whofe waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 
Far off from thefe a flow and filent ftream, 
Lethe the river of oblivion rolls 
Her watry labyrinth, whereof who drinks. 
Forthwith his former ftate and be*ing forgets, fl^ 

Forgets both joy and grief, pleafure and pain* 
Beyond this flood a frozen continent 
Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual ftorms 
Of whirlwind and dire hail, which -on firm land 
Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin feems 590 
Of ancient pile ; or elfe deep fnow and ice, 
A gulf profound as that Serbonian .bog 
Betwixt Pamiata and MouT^t Cailuft old,. 
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Where armies whole have funk : the parching aii* 

fitrnis frore, and cold performs th' cffeft of fire. 595 

Thither by harpy- footed furies haPd 

At certain revolutions all the damn'd 

Are brought j and feel by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extremes,, extremes by change more fierce. 

From beds of raging fire to ftarve in ice 600 

Their foft ethereal warmth, and there to pine 

Immoveable, infixed, and frozen round. 

Periods of time, thence hurried back to fire. 

They ferry over this Lethean found 

Both to and fro, their foirow to augment, 605 

And wifli and firuggle, as they pafs, to reach 

The tempting Ihieam, with one fmall drop to lofe 

Ifl^ilweet forgetfulnefs all pain and woe, 

AH in one moment, and fo near the brink ; 

Bat fate withftands, and ta oppofe th' attempt 6x0 

Medufa with Gorgonian terror guards 

The ford, and of itfelf the water flics 

All tafte of living wight, as once it fied 

The lip of Tantalus. Thtis roving on 

Iif cdnfus^d march forlorn, th' adventrous Ijands 615 

With (hudd'ring horror pale, and eyes aghaft, 

View'd firft their lamentable lot, and found 

No reft : thitnigh many a dark and dreary vale 

They pafsM, and manry a region dolorous, 

O^cr many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 620 

Rock8,caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and fiiadeS of death, 

A univerfe of death, which God by curie 

Created ev'iJj for eyii only good» 

E 4 ^Vt\^ 
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Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds, 
Perverfe, all monftrous, all prodigious things, 62^ 
Abominable, inutterable, and worfe 
Than fables yet have feign'd, or fear conceiv'd, 
Gorgons, and Hydra's, and Chimaera^s dire. 

Mean while the Adverfary' of God and Man, 
Satan with thoughts inflamM of hig'heft defign, 6%o 
Puts on fwift wings, and tow'ards the gates of Hell 
Explores his folitary flight ; fometimes 
He fcours the right hand coaft, fometimes the left. 
Now (haves with level wing the deep, then foars 
Up to the fiery concave towring high, 635 

As when far off at fea a fleet defcry'd 
Hangs in the clouds, by equino^lial winds 
Clofe failing from Bengala, or the iles 
Of Ternate and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Their fpicy drugs : they on the trading flood 64* 

Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 

Ply ftemming nightly tow'ard the pole. So feem^d 

Far off the flying Fiend : at lad appeal* 

Hell bounds high reaching to the horrid roof. 

And thrice three-fold the gates 5 three folds were brafs. 

Three iron, three of adamantin rock. 

Impenetrable, impal'd with circling fire, 

Yet unconfum'd. Before the gates there fat 

On either fide a formidable (hape 5 

The one feemM woman to the wafle, and fair, 650 . 

But ended foul in many a fcaly fold 

Voluminous and vaft, a ferpent arm'd 

With mortal fting : about her middle round j 
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A cry of Hell hounds never ccafing bark'd 

Wi^ wide Cerberean mouths full loud, and rung 

A hideous peal j yet, when they lift, would creep. 

If ought difturb'd their noife, into her womb. 

And kennel there, yet thei-e ftill barkM and howrd. 

Within unfeen. Far lefs abhorr'd than thefe 

Vex'd Scylla bathing in the fea that parts 660 

Calabria from the hoarfe Trinacrian fhcre : 

Nor uglier follow the night-hag, when, called 

In fecret, riding through the air ihe comes, 

Liu-'d with the fmell of infant blood, to dance 

With Lapland witches, while the laboring moon 665 

Eclipfes at their charms. The other fhape. 

If fhape it might be caird that ihape had none 

Diftinguilhable in member, joint, or Ihnb, 

Or fubftance might be callM that ihadow feem'd, 

For. each fecm'd either 5 black it ftood as Night, 670 

Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as Hell, 

And (hook a dreadful dart ; what fcem'd his head 

The likenefs of a kingly crown had on: 

Satan was now at hand, and from his feat 

TJie. monfter moving onward came as faft 675 

With horrid ftrides. Hell trembled as he ftrode. 

Th" undaunted Fiend what this might be admirM, 

Admir'd, not fear'd; God and his Son except. 

Created thing nought valued he nor fliunn'd 5 

And with difdainful look thus firft began. 68ci 

Whence and what art thou, execrable fhape. 
That dar'ft, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy mifcreated front athwart my way v 

-^1% 
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To yonder gates > through them I mean to pafs. 
That be affurM, without leave afkM of thee : 685 

Retire, or tafte thy folly', and learn by proof. 
Hell-born, not to contend with Spi'rits of Heaven. 

To whom the goblin full of wrath reply'd. 
Art thou that traitor Angel, art thou He, 
Who firft broke peace in Heav'n and faith, till then 
Unbroken, and in proud rebellious arms 
Drew after him the third part of Heaven's fons 
ConjurM againft the Hig'heft, for which both thou 
And they, outcaft from God, are here condemnM 
To wafte eternal days in woe and pain ? 695* - 

And reckon'ft thou thyfelf with Spi'rits of Heaven, 
Hell-doom'd, and breath'ft defiance here and fcom 
Where I reign king, and, to enrage thee more. 
Thy king and lord > Back to thy puniflunent, 
Filfe fugitive, and to thy fpeed add wings, 700 

Left with a whip of fcorpions I purfue 
Tliy lingring, or with one ftroke of this dart 
Strange horror feife thee', and pangs unfelt before. 

So fpake the giifly terror, and in fliape, 
Sf) rpeaking and fo threatning, grew ten-fold 70 5 ^ 

More dreadful and deform : on th' other fide 
IncensM with indignation Satan ftood 
Unterrify'd, and like a comet burn'd, 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 
1% tk' arftic iky, and from his honid hair 7i# 

Shakes peftilence and war. Each at the head 
Level'd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
JVo fecond Itroke intciul, and fuch a frown 
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Each caft at th' other, as when two black clouds. 

With Heav'n*s artillery fraught, come rattling on 

Over the Cafpian, dum ftand front to front 

Hovering a fpace, till winds the fignai blow • 

To join their dark encounter in mid airt 

So frownM the mighty combatants, that Hell 

Qrew darker at their frown, fo matched they ftood f 

For never but once more was either like 

To meet fo great a foe : 9nd now great deeds 

Had been achievM, whereof all Hell had rung. 

Had not the fnaky forcereis that fat 

F^ft by Hell gate, and kept the fatal key, 715 

Ris^n, and with hideous outcry rufli'd between. 

O Father, what intends thy hand, flie cryM, 
Againft thy only 8on ? What fiuy', O Son, 
PofTefTei thee to bend that mortal dart 
Agpinfl thy Father's head ? and know'ft for whom ) 
For him who fits above and laughs the while 
At thee ordained his dntdge, to execute 
Whatever his wrath, which he calls juftice, bids ; 
His wrath, which one day will deftroy ye both* 

•She fpake, and at her words the hellsAi peft jtS 
Forbore, then thefe to her Satan retum*d. 

So ftrange thy outcry, and thy words fo ftrange 
Thou intei^left, that my fudden hand 
Prevented fp»res to tell thee yet by deed* 
"^^at it intends ; till ftrll I know of thee, 74^ 

What thing dbou art, l^tis doub)e-fon&*d, and why 
In this infernal vale firft met thou call*ft 
Me Father^ md that phmnaSa^ ^U'ilt «.^ %^\ 
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• I know thee not, nor ever faw till now 
Sight more deteftabie tKan him and thee. 745 

T' whom thus the portrefs of Hell gate replyM. 
Haft thou forgot me then, and do I feem 
Now in thine eye fo foul ? once deemM fo fair 
In Heaven, when at th* afTembly, and in fight 
Of ^1 the Seraphim with thee combinM 75^ 

In bold confpiracy againft Heav'n's king. 
All on a fudden miferable pain 
Surprised thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy fwum 
In darknefs, while thy head flames thick and faft 
Threw forth, till on the left fide opening wide, 755 
Likeft to tbee in fhape and countenance bright. 
Then fhining heav'nly fair, a Goddefs arm'd 
Out of thy head I fprung: amazement feis'd 
All th' hoft of Heav'n j back they recoil'd afraid 
At firft, and callM me Sin, and for a fign 760 

Portgntous held me ; but familiar grown, 
I pleasM, and with attra^^ive graces won 
The moft avcrfe, thee chiefly, who full oft 
Thyfelf in me thy perfeft image viewing 
Becam'ft enamoured, and fuch joy thou took'ft 765 
With me in fecret, that my womb conceived 
A growing burden. Mean while war arofe, 
And fields were fought in Heav'n j wherein remain^ ' 
(For what could elfc ?) to our almighty fbc 
Clear viftory, to our part lofs and rout 77© 

Through all the empyrean : down they fell 
Driv'n headlong from the pitch of Heaven, down 

Into this deep, and in the general fall . , : 
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I alfo J at which time this powerful key 

;Into my hand was giv*n, with charge to keep 775 

Thefe gates for ever Ihut, which none can pafs 

Without my opening. Penfive hei*e I fat 

Alone, but long I fat not, till my womb 

Pregnant by thee, and now exceffive grown. 

Prodigious motion felt and rueful throes. 78* 

At laft this odious offspring whom thou ix^eit 

Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 

Tore. through my entrails, that with fear and pain 

Diftorted, all my nether fhape thus grew 

TransformM : but he my inbred enemy 785 

Forth iifued, brandiihing his fatal dart 

Made to deftroy : I fled, and cry'd out Death j 

Hell trembled at the hideous name, and fighM 

From all her caves, and back refounded Death. 

I fled, but he purfued, (though more, it fecms, 79© 

InflamM with luft than rage) and fwifter far, 

Me overtook his mother all difmay'd. 

And in embraces forcible and foul 

Ingendring with me, of that rape beg6t 

Thcfe yelling monftcrs, that with ceafelefs cry 795 

Surround rtie, as thou faw'ft, hourly conceiv'd 

And hourly bom, with forrow infinite 

To me 5 for when they lift, into the womb 

Tliat bred thetn they i-eturn, and howl and gnaw 

My bowels, their repaft ; then burfling forth 8o« 

Afrcfli with confcious terrors vex me round, 

That rcll or infermiffion none I find. 

Before mine tyts in oppo/ition fits 
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Grim Death rtij Ton and foe, who fett them on^ 

And me his parent would full foon devour 805 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His end with mine involved; and knows that I 

Should prove a bitter morfel, and his bane. 

Whenever that ihall be; fo fate pronounced. 

But thou» O Father, I forewarn thee> ihun Sio 

His deaAly arrow j neither vainly hope 

To be invulnerable in thofe bright arms^ 

Though temper^ heav'nly, for that mortal dint, 

iSave he who reigns above, none can refift. 

She finifhM, and the fubtle Fiend his lore fti5 

Soon leamM, now milder, and thus anfwer^d Imootk* 
Dear Daughter, fmce thou clam'ft me for thy ik^ 
And my fair fon here fhow'ft me, the dear pledgt 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heav'n, and )oys 
Then fweet, now fad to mention, through dire change 
£efairn us unforefeen, unthought of j know 
I come no enemy^ but to fet free 
From out this dark and dlijaidl houfe of pain 
Both him and thee, and all the heav'nly hod 
Of Spi'rits, that in our juft pretences arm'd $25 

Fell with us from on high ; from them I go 
This uncouth errand fole, and one for all 
Myfelf expoie, witb lonely fteps to tread 
Th' unfounded deep, and through the void mvoofixdh 
Xo fearch with wandering queil a place foretold 1^30 
Should be, and, by concurring fignt» ere no^ 
Created vaft and round, a place of bliik 
la the povrVieus of H6av*n| and therein placed 

A. race 
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A race of upftart creatures, to fupply 
Perhaps our vacant room, though more rcmov'd, 8^5 
Left Heav'a furcbargM with potent multitude 
Might hap to move new broils : Be this or ought 
Than this more fecret now defignM, I hafte 
To know, and this once known, ihall foon return. 
And bring ye to the place where Thou and Death 
Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen 
Wing dlently the buxom air, imbalmM 
With odors; there ye ihall be fed and filPd 
Immeafurably, all things (hall be your prey. 

He ceasM, for both feemM highly pleas'd, and Death 
GrinnM horrible a ghaftly fmile, to hear 
His famin ihould be iUrd, and bled his maw 
Deftin'd to that good hour : no lefs rejoic'd 
His mother bad, and thus befpake her Hre. 

The key of this, infernal pit by due, Z^9 

And by command of Heav'n^s all-pow*rful king 
I keep, by him forbidden to pnlock 
Thefe adamandn gates $ againft all force 
Death ready ftands to interpofe his dart, 
Fearlefr to be o*ermatch*d by living might. 855 

But what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thruft me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound, 
To fit in hateful office here confined. 
Inhabitant of Heaven, and heav*nly-bortt» %$m 

'Here in perpetual agony and pain. 
With terrors and with clamors compafsM round 
Of mine own broody that on my boweU feed? 
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Thou ait my father, thou my author, thou 

My being gav'ft me j whom fhould I obey W5 

But thee, whom follow ? thou wilt bring me foon 

To that new world of light and blifs, among 

The Gods who live at eafe, where I (hall reign 

At 'thy right hand voluptuous, as befeems 

Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 870 

Thus faying, from her fide the fatal key, . 
Sad inftrument of all cur woe, (he took ; 
And tow'ards the gate rolling her beftial train, 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high up drew, 
^Vfiich but herfelf not all the Stygian Powers ' 875 
Could once have mov'd'; then in the key-hole turns 
Th' intricate wards, and every bolt and "bar 
Of raafly ir'on.or folid rock with cafe 
Unfaftens : on a fudden open fly 
with. impetuous recoil and janing found 8&» 

Th* infernal doors, and on their hinges grate- 
Harfh thundec, that the loweft bottom /hook 
Of Erebus. She open'd, but to (hut 
£xceird her. powV ; the gates wide open flood. 
That with extended, wings a bannerM hofl ZS§ 

Under fpread enfigns marching might pafs thi'ough. 
With horfe and chariots rank'd in loofe array ;, . 
So wide they floods and like a furnace mouth 
i^aft forth redounding fjnoke and ruddy, flame.. 
Before their eyes in fudden view appear t^ 

The fecrets of the hoary deep, a dark 
Illimitable ocean, without bound, 
SVJtbout dimenfioni where lengtVv, bit^dth, andhighth^ 
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And time, and place are loft ; where eldeft Night 

And Chaos, anceftors of nature, hold 895 

Eternal anarchy, amidft the noife 

Of endkfs wars, and by confufion (land. 

For hot, cold, moift, and dry, four champions fierce, 

Strive here for maft'ry, and to battel bring 

Their embryon atoms j they around the flag 900 

Of each his faflion, in their feveral clans, 

Light-arm'd or heavy, fharp, fmooth, fwift or flow, 

Swarm populous, un-mimber'd as the fands 

Of Barca or Cyrene's torrid foil. 

Levied to fide with warring winds, and poife 905 

Their lighter wings. To whom thefe moft adhere. 

He rules a moment ; Chaos umpire fits. 

And by decifion more embroils the fray 

By which he reigns : next him high arbitier 

Chance governs all. Into this wild abyfs, 910 

The womb of nature and perhaps her gi*ave. 

Of neither fea, nor ftiore, nor air, nor fire,. 

But all thefe in their pregnant caufes mix'd 

ConfusMly, and which thus muft ever fight^ 

Unlefs th' almighty Maker them ordain 915 

His dark materials to create more worlds f 

Into this wild abyfs the wary Fiend 

Stood on the brink of Hell and lookM' a while, 

Pond'ring his voyage j for no narrow frith 

He had to crofs. Nor was his ear lefs peal'd 920 

With noifes loud and ruinous (to compare 

Great things with fmall) than when Bellona ftorms, ' 

With all het battering engins bent to raS!t 

Yql* L F %$aas 
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Some CJ^ital city^ ; or lefs than if this frame 

Of Heaven were failing, and thefe elements 9^5 

In mutiny had from her axle torn 

The ftedfaft earth. At laft his fail -broad vans 

He fpreads for flight, and in the forging fmoke 

Uplifted fpurns the ground; thence many a league, 

As in a cloudy chair, afcending rides 930 

Audacious ; but that feat foon failing, meets 

A vaft vacuity : all unawares 

Fluttering his pennons vain plumb down he drops 

Ten thoufand fathom deep, and to this hour 

Down had been falling, had not by ill chance 935 

The fh'ong rebuflF of fome tumultuous cloud, 

Inftinft with fire and nitre, hurried him 

As many miles aloft : that fury ftay'd, 

Quench'd in a boggy Syrtis, neither fea. 

Nor good dry land : nigh foundered on he fares, 94a 

Treading the crude confidence, half on foot, 

Half fly'ing 5 behoves him now both oar and fail. 

As when a gryphon through the wildernefs 

With winged courfe, o'er hill or moory dale, 

Purfues the Arimafpian, who by ftealth 945 

Had from his wakeful cuftody purloined 

The guaided gold : So eagerly the Fiend 

O'er bog, or fteep, through fcrait, rough, deufe, or rare^ 

With head, hands, wings, or feet, purfues his way. 

And fwims, or finks, or wades, or creeps, ,or flies ; 

At length a univerfal hubbub wild 

Of flunning founds and voices all confus'd. 

Borne throvgh the hollow dark, affaults his ear 

W\th 
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With loudeft vehemence : thither he plies. 

Undaunted to meet there whatever Power 955 

Or Spirit of the Jiethermoft abyfs 

Might in that noife refide, of whom to afk 

Which way the neareft coaft of darknefs lies 

Bordering on light ; when ftrait behold the throne 

Of Chaosy and his dark pavilion fpread 960 

Wide on the waftcful deep j with him enthroned 

Sat fabie-vefted Night, eldeft of things. 

The confort of his reign ; and by them ftood 

Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded name 

Of Damogorgon ; Rumor next and Chance, 965 

And Tnmult and Confufion all embroilM, 

And Difcord with a thonfand various mouths. 

T' whom Satan turning boldly, thus. Ye Powers 

And Spirits of this nethermoft abyfs, 

Chaos and ancient Night, I come no fpy, 970 

With purpofe to explore or to difturb 

The fecrets of your realm, but by conftraint 

Wand'ring this darkfome defert, as my way 

Lies through your fpacious empire up to light. 

Alone, and without guide, half loft, I feek 975 

What readieft path leads where your gloomy bounds 

Confine with Heav'n 5 or if fomc other place. 

From your dominion won, th' ethereal king 

Poflefles lately, thither to arrive 

I trivel this profound ; direfl: my courfe } 9S0 

Dire^ed no mean recompenfe it brings 

To your behoof, if 1 that region loft, 

All ufurpatian thence expell'd, reduce 

Ft ^' 
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To her original darknefs and your fway 
(Which is my prefent journey) and once more 985 
Ereft the ftandard there of ancient Night ; 
Yours be th' advantage all, mine the revenge. 
Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch old. 
With faltring fpeech and vifagc mcompos^d, 
AnfwerM. I know thee, ftranger, who thou art, 990 
That mighty leading Angel, who of late 
Made head againft Heav'n's king, though overthrown. 
I faw and heard, for fuch a numerous hoft 
Fled not in filence through the frighted deep 

' With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, 995 

Confufion worfe confounded j and Heav'n gates 
Pour'd out by millions her vi6lorious bands 
Purfuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep refidence ; if all I can will ferve 
That little which is left fo to defend, ioo« 

Encroach'd on ftill through your inteftin broils 
Weakning the fcepter of old Night : firft Hell 
Your dungeon ftretching far and wide beneath ; 
Now lately Heav'n and Earth, another world. 
Hung o^er my realm, linkM in a golden chain . XO05 
To that fide Heav'n from whence your legions fell : 
If that way be your walk, you have not far j 
So much the nearer danger ; go and fpeed ; 
Havoc and fpoil and ruin are my gain. 

He ceas'd j and Satan ftay'd not to reply, xoxo 

But glad that now his fea fhould find a ihore, 
With frefh alacrity and force renew'd 

Springs up ward, like a pyrwnid o£ ftx^ 
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Into the wild expanfe, and through the (hock 

Of fighting elements^ on all fides round 1015 

Environed wins his way ; harder befet 

And more indanger'd, than when Argo pafsM 

Through Bofponis betwixt the juftling rocks : 

Or when Ulyffes on the larbord (hunnM 

Chaiybdis, and by th' other whirlpool fteer'd. 1020 

So he with difficulty and labor hai'd 

Mov'd on, with difficulty and labor he ; 

But he once paft, foon after when man fell. 

Strange alteration ! Sin and Death amain 

Following his track, fuch was the will of Heav6n, 

Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way 

Over the dark abyfs, whofe boiling gulf 

Tamely indur'd a bridge of wondrous length 

From Hell continued reaching th' ittmoft orb 

Of this frail world ; by which the Spi'rits perverfe 1030 

With cafy intercourfe pafs to and fro 

To tempt or puniih mortals, except whom 

God and good Angels guard by fpecial grace. 

But now at laft the facred influence 

Of light appears, and from the walls of Heaven 

Shoots fai- into the bofom of dim Night 

A glimmering dawn ; here Nature firft begins 

Her fartheft verge, and Chaos to retire 

As from her outmoft works a broken foe 

With tumult lefs and with lefs hodile din« 1040 

That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eafe 

Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious Ught» 

And }Jk^ a weather- beaten veflel holds 

F 3 Qr\-^^\N 
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Gladly the port, though fhrouds and tackle torn ; 

Or in the emptier wafte, refembling air, 1045 

Weighs his fpread wings, at leifure to behold 

Far off th' empyreal Heav'n, extended wide 

In circuit, undetermined fquare or round. 

With opal tow'rs and battlements adora^d 

Of living faphir, once his native feat; 1059 

And faft by hanging in a golden chain 

This pendent world, in bignefs as a ftar 

Of fmalleft magnitude clofe by the moon. 

Thither full fraught with mifchievous revenge, 

AccursM, and in a curfed hour he hies. 1055 



THE END OP THE. SECOND BOOK. 



T^^ 



THE 



THIRD BOOK 



O F 



PARADISE LOST. 



THE- ARGUMENT. 

God fitting on his throne fees Satan flying towards this 
world, then newly created j (hows him to the Son, 
who fat at his right hand ; foretcls the fuccefs of 
Satan in perverting mankind; clears his own juftice 
and wifdom from all imputation, having created Man 
free and able enough to have withftood his tempter; 
yet declares his purppfe of grace towards him, in re- 
gard he fell not of his own malice, as did Satan, but 
by him feduced. The Son of God renders praifes to 
his Father for the manifeftation of his gracious pur- 
pofe towards Man ; but God again declares, that grace 
cannot be extended towards Man without the fatif- 
fa6lion of divine juftice; Man hath oflFended the 
majefty of God by afpiring to Godhead, and therefore 
with all his progeny devoted to death muft die, un- 
lefs fome one can be found fufficient to anfwer for his 
offenfe, and undergo his puniftiment. The Son of 
God freely offers himfelf a ranfome for Man : the Fa- 
ther accepts him, ordains his incarnation, pronounces 
his exaltation above all names in Heaven and Earth j 
commands all tlie Angels to adore him ; they obey^ 
and hymning to their harps in full quire, celebrate 
' the Father and the Son. Mean while Satan alights 
upon the bare convex of this world's outermoft orb j 
where wand'ring he firft finds a place, fince call'd 
the Limbo of Vanity ; what perfons and things fly 
up thither ; thence comes to the gate of Heaven, de- 
fcrib'd afcending by flairs, and the waters above the 
firmament that flow about it : His paflage thence to 
the orb of the fun ; he finds there Uriel the regent of 
that orb, but firfl: changes himfelf into the (hape of a 
meaner Angel ; and pretending a zealous defire to be- 
hold the new creation, and Man whom God had 
placM here, inquires of him the place of his habita* 
tion, and is directed 3 alights firfl on mount Niphates. 
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BOOK III. 

HAIL holy Light, off-spring of Heav'n firft-born, 
Or of th' Eternal coeternal beam 
May I cxprefs thee' unblam'd ? fince God is light. 
And never but in unapproached light 
Dwelt from eternity, dwelt then in thee, 5 

Bright effluence of bright eflence increate. 
Or hear'ft thou rather pure ethereal ftream, 
Whofe fountain who fliall tell ? before the fun. 
Before the Hcav'ns thou wert, and at the voice 
Of God, as with a mantle didft inveft 10 

The riling worid of waters dark and deep. 
Won from the void and formlefs infinite. 
Thee I rc-vifit »ow with bolder wing, 
EfcapM the Stygian pool, though long detainM 
la that obfcure fojourn, while in my flight 15 

Through utter and through middle darknefs borne 
With other notes than to th"* Orphean lyre 
I fung of Chaos and eternal Night, 
Taught by the heav'nly Mufe to venture down 
The dark defcent, and up to re-afcend, ao 

Though hard and rare : thee I revifit fafe. 
And feel thy fovran vital lamp 5 but thow 
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Revifit'ft not thefe eyes, that roll in vain 
'J'o find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn 5 
So thick a drop ferenc hath quench'd their orbs, -15 
Or dim fufFufion veilM. Yet not the more 
Ccafe I to wander, where the Mufes haunt 
Clear fpring, or ihady grove, or funny hill, 
Smit with the love of faci-ed fong ; but chief 
Thee, Sion, and the flowry brooks beneath, 30 

That wafh thy hallow'd feet, artd warbling flow. 
Nightly I vifit : nor fometimes forget 
Thofe other two equaPd with me in fate, 
So were I equaled with them in renown. 
Blind Thamyris and blind Maeonides, 35 

And Tirefias and Phineus prophets old : 
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 
Harmonious numbers 5 as the wakeful bird 
Sings darkling, and in fliadieft covert hid 
Tunes her nofturnal note. Thus with the year 40 
Seafons return, but not to me returns 
Day, or the fweet approach of ev'n or mom. 
Or fight of vernal bloom, or fummer's rofe. 
Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine ; 
But cloud inftead, and ever-during dark 45 

Surrounds me, from the chearful ways of men 
Cut off, and for the book of knowledge fair 
Prefented with a univerfal blank 
Of nature's works to mc expungM and rasM» 
And wifdom at one entrance quite (hut out. 50 

So much the rather thou, celeftial Light, 
Shine inwsLrd, and the m'mdthroM^Vi.?ilbcr powers 
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Irradiate, there plant eyes, all mift from thence 

Purge and difperfe, that I may fee and tell 

pf things invifible to mortal fight. 55 

Now had th' almighty Father from above, 
From the pure empyrean where he fits 
High thron'd above all highth, bent down his eye, 
His own works and their works at once to view : 
About him all the San6lities of Heaven 60 

Stood thick as ftars, and from his fight received 
Beatitude paft utterance j on his right 
The radiant image of his glory fat, 
His only Son ; on earth he iirft beheld 
Our two firft parents, yet the only two 6^ 

Of mankind, in the happy garden plac'd. 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love, 
Uninterrupted joy, unrival'd love 
Tn blifsful folitude j he then furvey'd 
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 70 

Coafting the wall of Heav'n on this fide Night 
In the dun air fublime, and ready now 
To ftoop with wearied, wings and willing feet 
On the bai-e outfide of this world, that feem^d 
Firm land imbofbm'd, without firmament, 75 

Unceitain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him God beholding from his profpe£l high» 
Wherein paft, prefent, future he beholds. 
Thus to his only Son forefeeing fpake. 

Only begotten Son, feeft thou what rage So 

Tranfports our Adverfary ? whom no bounds 
|^refcrib*d# no bars of Heli« nor all the Q\x9aii% 
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HeapM on him there, nor yet the main abyfs 
Wide interrupt can hold j fo bent he feemd 
On de^erate revenge, that fhall redound S5 

Upon his own rebellious head. And now 
Through all reftraint broke loofe he wings his way 
Not far off Heaven, in the precin6ls of light, 
Dire^lly towards the new created world, 
And Man there plac'd, with purpofe to affay 9» 

If him by force he can deftroy, or worfe. 
By fome falfe guile pervert 5 and fhall pervert. 
For Man will hearken to his glozing lies. 
And eafily tranfgrefs the fole command. 
Sole pledge of his obedience : So will fall, 95 

He and his faithlefs progeny : Whofe fault ? 
Whofe but his own ? Ingrate, he had of me 
All he could have 5 I made him juft and right. 
Sufficient to have ftood, though free to fall. 
Such I created all th' ethereal Powers 100 

And Spirits, both them who ftood and themwhofairdj 
Freely they ftood who ftood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, what proof could they have giv'n fincere 
Of true allegiance, conftant faith or love. 
Where only what they needs muft do appeared, 105 
Not what they would ? what praife could they receive ? 
What pleafure I from fuch obedience paid, 
When will and reafon (reafon alfo' is choice) 
Ufelefs and vain, of freedom both defpoilM, 
Made paffive both, had ferv'd neceffity, no 

Not me ? They therefore as to right belonged. 
So were Created, nor can juftly^ accufe 
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Their maker^ or their making, or their fate. 

As if predeftination over-rurd 

Their will, difposM by abfolute decree 1 1 ^ 

Or high foreknowledge ; they themfelves decreed 

Their own revolt, not I ; if I foreknew. 

Foreknowledge had no influence on their fault, 

Which had no lefs provM certain unforeknown. 

^o without leaft impulfe or (hadow" of fate, iz% 

Or ought by me immutably forefeen, 

They trefpafs, authors to themfelves in all 

Both what they judge and what they choofe ; for fo 

I form'd them free, and free they muft remain. 

Till they inthrall themfelves ; I elfe muft change 125 

Their nature, and revoke the high decree 

Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain'd 

Their freedom, they themfelves ordainM their fall. 

The firft fort by their own fuggeftion fell, 

Self- tempted, felf-dcpravM : Man falls, deceived 130 

By th' other firft : Man therefore (hall find grace. 

The other none : in mercy' and juftice both. 

Through Heav'n and Earth, fo (hall my glory' excel. 

But mercy firft and laft (hall brighteft (hine. 

Thus while God fpake, ambrofial fragrance fiU'd 
All Heav'n, and in the bleflfed Spi'rits cleft 
Senfe of new joy ineffable diffused : 
Beyond compare the Son of God was feen 
Moft glorious 5 in him all his Father (hone 
Subftantially exprefs'd ; and in his face X40 

Divine compadion vifibly appeared, 
Love without end, and without me^uct ^^c^>' 
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Which uttering thus he to his Father fpake. 

O Father, gracious was that word which clos''d 
Thy fovran fentencf, that Man..fhould find grace; 145 
For which both Heav'n and Earth ihall high extol 
Thy praifes, with th' innumerable found 
Of hymns and faered fongs, wherewith thy throne 
Incompafs'd fhall refound thee ever bleft. 
For (hould Man finally be loft, fhould Man, 150 

Thy creature late fo lov'd, thy youngeft fon. 
Fall circumvented thus by fraud, though jo?n*d 
With his own folly ? that be from thee far. 
That far be from thee. Father, who art judge 
Of all things made, and judgeft only right* 155 

Or fhall the Adverfaiy thus obtain 
His end, and fruftrate thine ? fhall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to nought. 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom^ 
Yet with revenge accompli/h'd, and to Hell 160 

Draw after him the whole race of mankind. 
By him corrupted ? or wilt thou thyfelf 
Abolifh thy creation, and unmake 
For him, what for thy glory thou haft made > 
So (hould thy goodnefs and thy greatnefs both 165 
Be queftion'd and blafphem'd without defenfe. 

To whom the great Creator thus replyM. 
O Son, in whom my foul hath chief delight. 
Son of my bofom, Son who ait alone 
My word, my wifdom, and efFe6lual might, 170 

All haft thou fpoken as my thoughts ai-e, all 
As my eterMl purpofe bath decvttd\ 
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ball not quite be loft, but favM who will, 
>t of will in him, but grace in me 
vouchfard 5 once more I will renew 175 

pfed pow'rs, though forfeit and inthralPd 
to foul exorbitant defires j 
i by me, yet once more he fhall ftand 
sn ground againft his mortal foe, 
: upheld, that he may know how frail 180 

irn condition is, and to me owe 
s deliverance, and to none but me. 
I have chofen of peculiar giace 
ibove the reft $ fo is my will : 
ik ftiall hear me call, and oft be warn*d 1S5 
finful ftate, and to appeafe betimes 
tcenied Deity, while offered grace 
s ; for I will clear their fenfes dark, 
may futfice, and foften ftony hearts 
ay, repent, and bring obedience due. 1^0 

ay'r, repentance, and obedience due, 
yh but endeavor'd with fincere intent, 
ear ihall not be (low, mine eye not (hut. 
'. will place within them as a guide 
oipire confcience, whom if they will hear, 19^ 
after light well us'd they (hall attain, 
DO the end pcrfifting, fafe arrive, 
my long fufferance and my day of grace 
who neglect and fconi, (hall never taftc 5 
ard be hardened, blind be blinded more, aoo 
they may (himble on, and deeper fall j 
lonc but fuch from mercy I cxcludt. 
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But yet all is not done j Man difobeying, 

Difloyal breaks his fealty, and fins 

Againft the high fupremacy of Heaven,- ac 

AfFe£^ing God- head, and fo lofing all, 

To expiate his treafon hath naught left. 

But to deftru£lion (acred and devote, 

He with his whole pdfterity muft die, 

Jlie he or jufbice muft ; unlefs for him xi 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid fatisfaftion, death for death. 

Say heav'nly Powers, where Ihall we find fuch love r 

Which of ye will be mortal to redeem 

Man's mortal crime, and juft th' unjuft to fave? ti 

Dwells in all Heaven charity fo dear ? 

He alk'd, but all the heav'nly quire ftood mute. 
And filence was in Heaven : on Man's behalf 
Patron or interceflbr none aj^earM, 
Much lefs that duifl upon his own head draw 22 

The deadly forfeiture, and ranfome fet. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Muft have been loft, adjudged to Death and Hell 
By doom fevere, had not the Son of God, 
In whom the fulnefs dwells of love divine, 21 

His deareft mediation thus renewed. 

Father, thy word is paft, Man /hall find grace 5 
And fhall grace not find means, that finds her way, 
The fpeedieft of thy winged mcflfengers. 
To vifit all thy creatures, and to all 13 

Comes unprevented, unimplor'd, unfought > 
Happy for Mjoix ^o coming \ he her aid 
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Can never feek, once dead in fins and loft { 
Atonement for himfelf or offering meet, 
Indebted and undone, hath none to brings 235 

Behold nie then $ me for him, life for life 
I offer} on me let thine anger fall; 
Account me Man ; I for his fake will leave 
Thy bofom, and this gl6ry next to thee 
Freely put off, and for him laftly die 24.0 

Well pleased } 'on me let Death wreck all his rage; 
Under his gloomy pow'r I (hall not long 
Lie vanquifhM ; thou haft giv'n me to pofTsfs 
Life in myfelf for ev'rj by thee I live> 
Though now to Death I yield, and am hi&due 245 
All that of me can die^; yet that debt paid. 
Thou wilt not leave me in the loathfome grav« 
His prey, noi» fuifer my unfpotted foul 
For ever with corruption there to dwell'f 
But I (hall rife vidorious, land fubdue 25^ 

My vanquifher^ fpoil*d of his vaunted fpoil 5 
Death his death's wound (hall then receive, and ftobp 
Inglorious, of his mortal ftirig difarm'd. ' 

I througli the ample air in triumph high ' * 

Shall lead' Hell captive maugre Hell, and (how ^55 
The Pow'rs of -darknefs bound. Then at the figh't* 
PleasM, out of Heaven flialt look down and fmrle, * 
While by thee rais'd 1 ruin all my foes, 
Death laft, -knd with his carcafs glut the grave: 
Then with the multitude of my ircdeem'd 2^0 

Shall enter Hdav'n long abfent, and return j • 
Father; ta fee thy £Ace>wMeretn ho clotkd: 
♦ Vol. I. G O^ 
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of anger ih^]} retefin* but pw^i *ffxv'i 
And Fcconcilei^ent ; wmth fli^l \A no mqr« 
Xihcnceforth, but ia tl^y prefeoce j^y Ci»dre^ 

. His words htre «n4ed, but his v»ttk 9^St 
Silent yet fpake, and breftth'd immortal love 
To mortal «Qea, 4bove which only ^ne 
. Filial obedience x ^ a Ca^iifice 
Q^ad to be offer'd^ lie atten4s the will 
Of hif jpeg^ Father. A4iniz<ation fcis'd 
All Heav'n, w^a| thi« might meaa, ai^d whither t» 
Wond'rinf { b^t foon tb' Aiihigluy thus reply'd« 

O thou in He^'A an4 ^arth the only peac<» 
FQVnd ^% i^ HMMofcirAd H^r wnuh, O duM 
My fole con)^<K)ence 1 well thou kn^w'ft bow ^ 
To me !Vf i)li My workl, nor Man the Ica^ 
Though laft creaM ; thai ^ hpm ^ i^Mire 
Thee from my \)p{em V$d yi^t hUB4> to iavet 
Sy 4ofing thee a wh^e^ tk« wb«k race loft. 
Thou therefbn^, whwn thow ^ly <aiift ridt)«m# 
TJi^ i1fi«)|r? 2rffi> tp thy Hator^ iqi|i4 
And be thyfelf MfMI Mit^ng men on eaitba 
Made flefh, when uvj^ a^ bf, of virgin ffc4t 
^ wondrov) birth : be tfce^ in Adam> r9oixi 
'!Jlie bead of al) ao^anl^in^i tboigb Adaqi*« fpa. 
As in hiiB j^ik al) nm^ ib in thee. 
As from a fecopd iK>Qt9 Q^d) b« >e^*d 
As many ^ arf reftor'df witllPHt thee noQe. 
1^ crime mak^s guijty aU bis font) thy merit 
Imputed fliaU abft>l?e them who renounce 
TlfeJr own hogk nghtf^tff mi upjFiigihtepUl i99du 
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And live && thee tranfpUnted^ aj^d from thee 

Receive ne>T life. So Man^ as is. moft )ufty 

Shall fatisfy f«r Man, be judgM and die, x^| 

And dying TiSe^, and ri(k\g with hinn raife 

His brethren, ranfom*d with his own dear life* 

So heavenly love fhall outdo hcliifii hate. 

Giving t^ death, and dying to redeems 

Sq dearly to redeem what helUfli hate 309 

So eafily dcftroy'd, and ftill deftroys 

In thofe h4«>> when they inay, accept not gntce* 

Nor (halt thou, by defcending to aflume 

Man^s. xutixre, leiTen or degrade thine own. 

Becouie thou haft, though thronM in higheft blifs 

Equal to God, and equally enjoying 

God-like fruition, quitted all to (ave 

A world from utter lofs, and haft been found 

By merit more than birthright Son of God, 

Found worthieft to be fo by being good, 31^ 

Far more than great or high ; becaufe in thee 

Love hath abounded more than glory* abounds. 

Therefore thy humiliation fhall exalt 

With thee thy manhood alfo to this throne; 

Here ihalt thou fit incarnate, here (halt reign 315 

Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man» 

Anointed univerfal king ; all power 

I give thee 5 reign for ever, and aflume 

Thy merits ; under thee as head fupreme 

Tlyrones, Princedoms, Powers, Dominions I reduce^ 

All knees to thee ih^l bow, of them that bide 

In Heaven, or Earth, or under Earth m HtW. 
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When thoXi attended glorioufly from Hearen 

Shalt in the (ky appear, and from thee fend 

The fummoning Arch- Angels to proclame 315 

Thy dread tribunal ; forthwith from all winds 

The livitfg, and forthwith the cited dead 

Of all paft ages, to the general doom 

Shall haften, fu6h a peal (hall roiife their deep. 

Then all thy faints aflembled, thou fhalt judge 33^ 

Bad men and Angels ; they arraigned fhall fink 

Beneath thy fentence ; Hell, her numbers full. 

Thenceforth Ihall be for ever fhut. Mean while 

The world ihall burn, and from her afhes fpring 

New heav'n and Eaith, wherein the juft fhaill dwcl(. 

And after all their tribulations long 

See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds. 

With joy and lovQ triumphing, and fair tmth. 

Then thou thy regal fcepter Oialt lay by. 

For regal fcepter then nq mor? dial I need, 340 

God fhall be all in all. But all ye Gods, 

Adore him, who to compafs all this dies j 

Adore the Son, and honor liim as me. 

fJo fooner had th' Almighty ceas'd, but al) 
The multitude of Angels, with a fliout 345^ 

Loud as from numbers without number, fweet 
As from bleft voices, uttering joy, Heav'n rung 
With jubilee, ?nd loud Hofanna's fill'd 
Th' eternal regions t lowly reverent 
Tow'ards either throne they bow, and to the ground 
JVj'th folcmn adoration down they caft 
'^)eir crowns inwove with amwwiX wA %q\*v 
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nortal amaranth a fiowV which once 

Paradife, faft by the tree of life, 

^ to bk>oin ; but foon for man^s offenfe 955 

Heaven reniovM, where firft it grew, there grows» 

d flowers aloft fhading the fount of life, 

d whei-e the riv^er of blifs through midft of lAavem 

Is o'er Elyfian flow'rs her amber fh*eam 5 

th theft that never fade the Spi'rits ele£l 36* 

i their refplendent locks inwreathM with beams» 

V in loofe garlands thick thrown off, the bright 

ement, that like a fea of jafper ihone^ 

(urpled with celeftial rofes fmil'd. 

m crownM again, their golden harpe they took, 

ps ever tun'd, that glittering by their fide 

e <}uivers hung, and with preamble fweet 

charming fymphony they introduce 

:ir facred fong, and waken raptures high ; 

voi^e exempt, no voice but well could join 379 

lodious part, fuch concord is in Heaven. 

Iiee, Father, firft they fung Omnipotent, 

iQtable, Immortal, Infinite, 

nal King ; thee Author of all being, 

ntain of light, thyfelf invifible 375 

idft the glorious brightnefs where thou fit'ft 

on'd inacceflible, but when thou ihad'ft 

! full blaze of thy beams, and through a ctbud 

wn round about thee like a radiant ihrine, 

k with exceillve bright thy ikirts aj^petr, jS^ 

dazle Heav'n, that brighteft Seraphim 

»roach not, but with both wings veil tlitvt ^;^* 

G 3 •tV^ 
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Thee next the/' fang of all creation firft, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 
In whofe c'onfpicuovs count^ntmcv, witliovt cloud 
Made yifible, th^ almighty Father ihines, 
Whomfelfe no creature can behold ; on thee 
Iibprci8*d th* eflFuIgence of his glory' abides. 
Transfused on thee his ample Spirit refts. 
He Heav'n of Heav*ns and all l^e Pow'rs theivifi 39^ 
By thee created, and by thee drew down 
Th'afpiring Dominations : thou that day 
Thy Father's dreadful thunder didft not fpare. 
Nor ftop thy flaming chariot wheels, that fliook 
Heav*n*s everlafting frame, white o*er the necks 595 
Thou drov'ft of warring Angels difarray'd. 
Back from purfuit thy Powers with loud acclame 
Thee only' extol IM, Son of thy Father's might. 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes, 
Not fo on Man : Him through their nwilice fall*n, 400 
Father of mercy' and grace, thou didft not doom 
So ftriftly, but much more to pity' incline : 
No fooner did thy dear and only Son 
Perceive thee ptirpos'd not to doom frail Man 
So ftri6lly, but much moi-e to pity' inclin'd, 405 

He to appeafe thy wrath, and end the ftrifc 
Of mercy' and juftice in thy face difcem'd, 
Rcgardlcfs of the blifs^ wherein he fat - 
Second to thee, olfer'd himfeif to die 
Pot Man's ofFcnfe. O unexampled lore, * 4.10 

Love no wheiT to be found lefs than Divine! 
4^il Son of Cod, Sftyiour of Men, tiiymarae' 
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Shall be the copiicms matter of my fbng 
Henceforth, and never ihall my harp thy pnik 
F«#get, nor from thy Father's praife disjom. 415 

Thus they in Hieav*n, Bhvw the ftarry fphere. 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning fpeiit« 
Mean trbile upon the firm opaoous globe 
Of this r^iHid world, whofe iirft convex divides 
Tht luminous inferior orbs inclosed 410 

From Chaos and th' inroad of Darknefs old» 
Satan alighted vralks t a ^obe far aS 
It feemM^ now feems a boundlefe continent 
Dark, wafte, and wild, under the frown of Night 
^tarlefs expos*^d, and ever-threatning ftorms 4^5 

Of Chaos bluft'ring round, inclement iky ; 
Save on that fide wliich from the wall of Heaven, 
Though diftant far, fome fmail refloftion gains 
Of 'gHmmonng air lefs vex*d with temped: lood: 
Hefe walkM the Fiend at large m fpacious field* 43* 
As when a vultur on Imaus bred, 
Whofe fnowy ridige the roving Tartar bouaids, 
Di flodgi ng'ftomy a regisoa fcarcc of pi?ey 
To gorge tlK iefii of lambs or yeaii;iii%g ki4^ 
On hllU wliwre ftocks are fed, ^Us tow-aid fStkv (^riagv 
Of Ganges or Hydafpcs Indian ftriflmt ^ 
But in his way lights on the banren plsimt 
Of SerioMk, trk«re Cluncies (krinQ 
With fails and wind their cany waggon^ lighllt 
•q iBn this windy fea of land, the Fiend 44«> 

WalkM up 90d down alone, bent on hi* javy j 
Alone> for other cjvatuye- in thi« ]^Uct 
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Living or lifelefs to be found wa$ none ; 
None yet^ but (lore hereafter from the earth 
Up hither like aereal vapors flew 445;. 

Of ail thiagt tranfitory* and vain, when (in 
With vanity had fill'd the works of men ; 
Both all things vain> and all who in vain things 
Built their fond hopes of glory* or la(ting fame. 
Or happinefs in this or th* other life j 45a 

All who have their reward on earthy the fruits 
Of painful fuperflition and blind zeal. 
Nought feeking but the praife of men, here find 
Fit retribution, empty as thck* deeds 5 
All th' unaccomplifh'd works of Nature^s hand, 45^ 
Abortive, monftrous, or unkindly mix'd, 
DiflToIv'd on earth, fleet hither, and in vain. 
Till final di(rolntion, wander here. 
Not in the neighboring moon, as Tome have dreamM ; * 
Thofe argent fields more likely habitants, 4^ 

Trandated Saints, or middle Spirits hold 
Betwixt th^ angelical and human kind. 
Hither of ill-joined fons and daughters bom 
FiWl from the ancient world thofe giants came 
With many a vain exploit, though then renowned t 
The builders next of Babel on the plain 
Of Sennaar, and fHll with vain defign 
New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build : 
Others came (ingle ; he who to be deem*d 
A. God, leapM fondly into ^tna flames, 47* 

fimpedocks $ and he who to enjoy 
/%/(pV^/7iiuin, kap'dbtothftfei, . v 
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Cleombrotus ; and many more too long, 

Embryo^s and idiots, eremites and friers 

W^ite, black, and gray, with all their trumpery. ' 

Here pilgrims roam, that ftrayM fo far to feek 

In Golgotha him dead, who lives jn Heaven i 

And they who, to be fure of Paradife, 

Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 

Or -in Francifcan think to pafs difguisM $ 4.8a 

They pafs the planets fev'^n, and pafs the fixM, 

And that cryftallin -Tphere whofe balance weighs 

The trepidation talk'd, and that firft movM ; 

And now Saint Peter at Heaven's wicket fccms 

To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 48^ 

Of Heaven's afcent they lift their feet, when lo 

A violent crofs wind from either coaft 

Blows them tranfverfe ten thoufand leagues awry 

Into the devious air; then might ye fee 

Cowls, hoods, and habits with their wearers toft 490 

And fluttered into rags, then reliques, beads. 

Indulgences, difpenfes, pai'dons, bulls. 

The fport of winds : all thefe upwhirl'd aloft 

Fly o'er the backfide of the world far off 

Into a Limbo large and broad, fmce caird 495 

The Paradife of Fools, to few unknown 

Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod. 

All this dark globe the Fiend found as he pafsM, 

And long he wander'd, till at laft a gleam 

Of dawning light tumM thither- ward in hafte 50d 

His travelM ilcps : far diftant he defcries 

Afcending by.de;gree$ xaagnificent* 
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Up to the wall of Heaven a ftni6hire high | 
At top whereof, but far more rkh aj^ieai**d 
The work as of a kingly palace gate, 505 

With frontifpiece of diamond and goid 
Embelllfl^M ; thick with fparkling oorient gemt 
The portal ihone, inimitable on earth 
By model, or by fl^ading pencil drawn, 
'{'he; ftairs were fuch as whereon Jacob few 510 

Angels afcending and defcendtng, bonds 
Of guaf-dians bright, when he from Efau Mi 
To Padaa-Aram, in the field of Lua 
Dreaming by night under the open iky. 
And waking cry'd. This is the gate of Heaven, 515^ 
Each flair myflerioufly was meant, nor flood 
There always, birt drawn up to Heav'n fometimet 
Viewl^fs J and underneath a bright fea fk>w*d 
Of jafpcr, or of liquid pearl, whereon 
■^bo after came from earth, failing arrived $%9 

Wafted by Angels > or flew o'er the lake 
Rapt in a chariot drawn by fiery fteeds. 
The (lairs wae then let down, whether to dare 
The Fiend by eafy' afcent, or aggravate 
^^ fad exclnfton from the doors o£ blifs } S^S 

jDire£l againft which epenM from beneath^ 
Jufl o'er the blifsful feat of Paradife, 
A pafloge down to th' £arth, a paflage wide. 
Wider by far than that of after-times ' 

Oyer moynt 8 ion, and^ though that were large, $J9 
Over the Pronjis'd Land to God fo dear, 
Jfy^ which, to vifit oft tliofe happy jteibc*,.. . , ; « . . 

Ott 
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On high bebifti kit Angels U> t^d (to 

Paft^d freqwoty and his eye ^th choice regard 

from Paneas the fMmt of Jordan's flood 535 

To BetarAibm, where the Holy Land 

Borders on Egypt and th^ Arabian fliore ; 

So wide the e^ing TeemM, where bounds were fet 

To darknefr, Aieh as bound the ocean wave. 

Satan from hence, now on the lower ftair 54* 

That fcalM byftepe of gtAd to Heaven gate, 

Looks down with wonder at the fudden view 

Of all this worid at once. As when a fcoiit 

Through dark and defert ways with peril gone 

All night, at laft by break of chearful dawn 545 

Obtains the brow of Tome high-^iimbing kill. 

Which to his eye difcovers unaware 

The goodly profpe^ of fome foreign land 

Firft feen, or (bme renownM metropolis 

With giift'ring fpires and pinnacles adom*d 559 

Which nbw (be rifitig fun gilds with his beams : 

Such wonder ibisM, though after Heaven feen, 

The Spi'rit mabgn, but much more envy icis*d, 

At fight of all this world beheld fo fair. 

Hound he furv^ (and well might, where he ftood 

So high above the circling canopy 

Of night's extended Aade) from eaftem point 

Of Libra to t^e fleecy ftar that bears 

Andromeda far off Atlantic feas 

fikyond th'.Mriaon^ then from pole to pole $69 

He views in breadth, and without longer paufe * ' 

Down rightimo4bt worlSi^AcA-r^mQtk^^DiSQniv - ^ 
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His flight precipitant, and winds with eafe .::..• 

Through the pure marble sur his ohHque way* r • ' ^ 

Amongft innumerable ftars, that (hone : $6$. 

Stars diftant, but nigh hand feem'd oth«r worlda | - 

Or other worlds they feemM, or happy ileSi . -. . 

Like thofe Hefperian garden* fam*d of old» • 

Fortunate flelds, and groves, and. flowery vaiet» 

Thrice happy iles, but who dwelt happy there 57/OK 

He (by*d not to inquire : above them all* - 

The golden fun in fplendoi: 4ikeft Heaven 

AUurM his eye : thither his courfe he bends 

Through the calm firmament, (but up or down. 

By center, or eccentric, hard to tell,; 575 

Or longitude,) where the great luminary 

Aloof the vulgar confteilations thick. 

That from his lordly eye keep difiance due, 

Difpenfes light from far ; they as they move 

Their ftarry dance in numbers that compute 5S0 

Days months and years, tow'ards his alUchearing lamp 

Turn fwift their various motions, or are tum'*d 

By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 

The univerfe, and to each inward part 

With gentle penetration, though unfeen, 5(5 

Shoots invifible virtue ev*n to the deep ^ 

So wondrouily was fet his fbtion bright* ' 

There lands the Fiend, a fpot like which perhapt • 

Aftronomer in the fun^s lucent orb 

Through his glaz*d optic tube yet never (aw. 5^ 

The place he found beyond expreillon bright^ 



ni. PARADISE LOST. ^3 

11 parts like, but all alike infonn^d 
.radiant light, as glowing ir'on with firej 
Cal, part feeiiiM gold, pait filver clear; 555 

le, carbuncle mod or chryfolite, 
or tiopaz, to the twelve that (hone 
unon^s breaft-plate, and a done befides 
n*d rather oft than elfewhcrc feen, 
ftone, or like to that, which here below 6oq 
Ibpbers in vain fo long have fought, 
n, though by their powerful art they bind 
1 Hermes, and call up unbound 
ious ihapes old Proteus from the fea, 
*d through a limbec to his native form. 605 

wonder then if fields and regions here 
ic forth Elixir pure, and rivers run 
le gold, when with one virtuous touch 
rch-chtfmic fun, fo far fi*om us remote, 
ces, with terreftrial humor mixM, 4ia 

in the dark fo many precious things 
or glorious, and effeft fo rare ? • 
natter new to gaze the Devil met 
:led 5 far and wide his eye commands ; 
rht tio obftacle found here, nor fliade, 61 ^ 

1 fan-(hine, as when' his beams at noon 
nate*from th' equator, as they now 
ipward ftill direft, whence no way round 
w f A)m body opaque can fall ; and th* air 
lerc fo clear, fharpen'd his vifual ray ^26 

jc£^8 diftant far, whereby he foon 
Jdiia kch » glorhua Ahgcl ftand,. ^ ' 
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The fame whom John faw alfo io the {un : • • 

His back was tum'd, but uot his brightnefs hid} 
Of beaming funny rajs a golden tiar • ^%^ 

Circled his head, nor lefs his locks behind 
Illuftrious on his ihoulders fledge with wings 
Lay waving round i on fome great charge employed 
He feemM, or fix*d in cogitation deep. 
Q\i^ was^ the Spirit impure, as now in hope 63^ 

To find who might dire6l his wandering flight 
To Parsdife the happy (eat of Man, 
His journey's end and our beginning woe. 
But firft he cafts to change his proper ihape^ 
"Which elfe might work him danger or delay « ^3^ 
And now a-ilripling Cherub he appears. 
Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 
Youth fmird celeftial, and to every limb 
Suitable gntce diitusM, fo well he fejgn'd : 
Under a coronet his flowing hair 44* 

In curls on either cheek playM ; wings he wore 
Of many a colored plume fprinkled with gold. 
His habit fit for %eed fuccindiy and held 
Before his decent ileps a iilver wand. 
IjQ ^rew not nigh unheard i the Angel bright^ 6^ 
Eire he drew nigh, his radiant vifage tum'd, 
Admonifh'd by his ear, and ftrait was known 
Th* Arch- Angel Unel» one of the fevea 
Who in God*s prefence* nearefl to his thnmey 
Sj^ ready at command, and are his eyes 650 

That run thiough all the Heavens, or down to th^ Earth 
JBear his fwift enandt OYCC mo\& voA dry. 
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[»r Tea and land : ham Satan thus accofts. 

Uriely for thou of thofe ieven Spi^ritt that ftand 
[n fi^hi of God's high throne, gloriously bright, 6-55 
The firft art wont his gieat authemic will 
Interpreter through higheft Heav'n to bring. 
Where all his Tons thy embafly attend i 
And here art likelieft by fupreme decree 
LiJl^ honor to obtain, and as his eye 5^ 

To vifit oft this new creation round j 
Unfpeakable defire to fee, and know 
All thefe his wpodrous works, hat chiefly Mm^ 
His chief deHght and favor, him for whom 
AU thefe his works fo wondrous he ordain'd, ^if 

Hath brought me from the quires of Cherubim 
Alone thus wandering. Brighteft Seraph, tell 
In which of all theie ihining orbs hath Man 
His fixed feat, or fixed feat hath none, 
^it all thefe ihining orbs his choice to dwell | ^^ 
liat I may find him« and with fecret gaze 
r open admiration him behold, 
a whom the great Creator hath beftow'd 
^orlds, and <m whom hath all thefe graces p«BrM| 
\at both in him and all things, as is meet, &jf 

e univerfal Maker we osay praife^ 
vo juilly hath driv^ out his rebd foes 
deeped Hell, and to rqiair that lofs 
ited this new happy race of Men 
erve him better s wife are all his ways. QM* 

fpal^e tl^ falfe didemUer uxqwrceiv^d ; 
cither Ma|[i nor Aagel can diSoin *^ 
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Hypocrify, the only' evil that walks 

Invifible, except to God alone, 

By hi^ perraiflive will, thrdugh Heav'n and Earth : 685 

And oft, though wiidom wake, fufpicion fleeps 

At wifdom*8 gate, and to fimplicity 

Refighs her charge, while goodnefs think* no ill 

Where no ill feems t Which now for once beguird 

Uriel, though regent of the fun, and held 690 

The fliarpcft-fighted Spi*nt of all in Heaven j 

Who to the fraudulent jmpoftor foul 

In his uprightnefs anfwer thus returned. 

Fair Angel, thy defire, w^ich tends to know 
• Tlic v/orks of God, thereby to glorify 69^ 

The great Work-niafter, leads to no excefs 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praife 
The more it feems excefs, that led thee hither 
From thy empyr^l manfion thus alone, 
To witnefe. with thine eyes what fome perhaps 700. 
Contented with report hear only' in Heaven t 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleafant to know, and worthieft to be all 
I^ad in remembrance always with delight ;. 

]^ut what cj-eated mind can comprehend 705- 

Their number, or the wifdom infinite 

That brought them foith, but hid their caufbs deep ? 

I faw when at hit word the formlels mafs. 

This world's material mold,, came to a heap s 
.-Qonfufion he^rd his voice, and wild uproar ^ra 

Stood rul'd, • ftood vaft in .initude confinM}; ' 
TiT/ ^r ^s /econd bidding dariuiefs fled^ 
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Light (hone, and order from diforder fprung ; 

Swift to their feveral quaiters hailed then 

The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire 5 715 

And this ethereal quinteffence of Heaven 

Flew upward, fpirited with various forms. 

That roird orbicular, and tum'd to ftars 

Numberlefs, as thou feeft, and how they move ; 

Each had his place appointed, each his courfe; 720 

The reft in circuit walls this univerfe. 

Look downward on that globe, whofe hither fide 

With light from hence, though but reflefted, Ihincs ; 

That place is Earth the feat of Man, that light 

His day, which elfe as th* other hemifphere 725 

Night would invade 3 but there the neighboring moon 

(So call that oppofite fair ftar) her aid 

Timely' interpofes, and her montlily round 

<Still ending, ftill renewing, through mid Heaven, 

With borrowed light her countenance triform 730 

Hence fills and empties to inlighten th* Earth, 

And in her pale dominion checks the night. 

That fpot to which I point is Paradife, 

Adam's abode, thofe lofty (hades his bower. 

Thy way thou canft not mifs, me mine requires. 735 

Thus faid, he turn'd ; and Satan bowing low. 
As to fuperior Spi'rits is wont in Heaven, 
Where honor due and reverence none Begle£l8, 
Took leave, and tow'ard the coaft of earth beneath, 
Down from th' ecliptic, fped with hopM fuccefs, 74J9 
Throws his fteep flight in many an aery wheel. 
Nor ftayM, till on Niphates' top he lights. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Satan now in profpeft of Eden, and nigh fhc place 
where he muft now attempt the bold en terprlfe which 
he undertook alone againft God and Man, falls into 
many doubts with himfelf, and many paflions, fear, 
envy, and defpairrbut at length confirms himfelf in 
evil, joumeys on' to Paradife whofe outward proipeft 
and htuation is defcribed» overleaps the bounds, (its 
in the ihape of a cormorant on the tree of life, as 
higheft in the garden, to look about him. The 
warden defcribM; Satan's firftfieht of Adam andEvej 
his wonder at their excellent rorm and happy ftate, 
but with , refblution to worH. their fall ; joverheart 
•their difcourfe, thence gatheis that. the. tree of Enow- 
ledge was forbidden them to eat of, under penalty of 
death ; and thereon intends to found his temptation 
by reducing them to tranigrefs: then leaves them a 
while, to know further of^their ftate by fome other 
means. Mean while Uriel 'defcending on a funbeam 
warns Gabriel, who had in char|;e the gate of Para- 
dife, that fome evil Spirit had efcap'd the deep, and 
pafs^d at noon by his 'fphcre in the ihape of a gooll 
' Angel down to Paradife^ difcovered after T>y his 
furious geftures in the mount. Gabriel promixes to 
£nd him ere morning. Night coming on, Adam 
and Eve difcourfe of going to their jreft : their bower 
defcribM; their evening worfhip. Gabriel drawing 
forth his bands of night-watch to walk the round m 
Paradife, appoints two ftrong Aneels to Adam*t 
bower, left the evil Spirit ihouid be Uiere doing fome 
karm to Adam or Eve fleeping ; there they find him 
tit the ear of Eve, tempting her in a dream, and hnnz 
him, though unwilling, to Gabriel ; by whom quef 
tionM, he fcornfully anfwers, prepares reiiftance, but 
liiiider'd by a iign from Heaven, flies out of Para- 
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»r that warning voice, which he who faw 
h'.Apocalyps heard cry in Heav'n aloud, ; 
'hen the Dragon, put to fecond rout, , 
irious down to.be reveng'd on men, . 
b^ inhabitants on earth I . that now, . 5 = 

ime was, our firft'pai'ents had been wam'd 
ning of their fecret foe, and fcapM, . 
fcap'd his mortal fnare : . for. now 
DOW firft infiamM with rage, came down, 
ipter ere th* accufer of man-kind, xo 

ck on innocent frail man his lofs 
firft battel, . and his flight to Hell : 
rejoicing in his fpeed, though bold 
uid fearlefs, nor with caufe to boaft, . 
bis dire attempt, which nigh the birth , 15 : 
[ling boils in his tumultuous breaft, . 
.e a devili(h engin back recoils 
imfelf ; horror and doubt dillrafl 
ibled thoughts, and from the bottom ftir . 
11 within him ; for wit}iin him He]l 20 

gs, and round about hira, nor from Hell 
) no more than from hiih&lf c«a ftS[ . 

H I ^1 
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By change of place : now confcience wakes defpair 
That ilumberMy wakes the bitter memory 
Of what lie wns, what it* and what muft be - - 25 
Worfe ; of worfe deeds worfe fufferings muft en(ue. 
Sometimes tow^ards Eden, which now in his view 
Lay pleafanty his grietrM look ho fixet fad $ 
Sometimes tow^ards Heaven and the full-blazing fun. 
Which now fat high in his meridian tower ; 30 

Then much revolving^ thus in fighs began. 

O thou that with furpafling glory crownM, 
Look^ft from thy fole dominion like the God 
Of this new world ; at whofe fight all the (Urs 
Hide their diminilh'd heads j to thee I call, 35 

Bui with no friendly voice, and add thy name 

Sun, to tell thee how I liate thy beams, 
That bring to my remembrance from what date 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy fphere j 

Till pride and worfe ambition threw me down 40 

Warring in Heav'n againft Heaven's matchlefs king i 
Ah wherefore ! he defcrvM no fuch return 
From me, whom he created what I was 
In that bright eminence^ and with his good 
Upbraided none; nor was his fervice hard. 4.^ 

What could be lefs than to afford him praife^ 
The eafieft recompenfe, and pay him thanks^ 
How due ! yet all his good proved ill in me. 
And wrought but malice j lifted up fo high 
I fdetnd fubjeClion, and thought one ftep higher ft 
Would fet me hig'heft, and in a moment ^uxt 
The debt immcnk of endltb ^;n.^tad.t) 
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So bxirdepibiive ftill paying, ftili to owe^ 

Forgetful what from bum I ftill received* 

And underftood not that a grateful mind 55 

By owing ov^es not, but ftill pays, at once 

Indebted and difchargM ; what burden then ? 

O had his powerful deftiny ordainM 

Me fome inferior Angel, I had ftood 

^hen happy $ ^o unbounded hope had raised 60 

Ambition. Yet why i^ot ? ibme other Power 

As great might h^ve afpir^d, and me though mean 

Drawn to his part $ but other Pow'rs as great 

Fell not, but ftand unihaken, fix>m within 

Or. from without, to all temptations arm*d. 65 

Haf[^ thp^ the fame free will and pow'r to (bind ? 

Thou hadft : whom hall thou then or what t* accufe. 

But Heav*n*s free love dealt equally to all ? 

Be tjien his love accursM, dnce love or hate> 

To me alike, it deals eternal woe. jp 

Nay cursM be thou j Hnce againft his thy will 

Chofe freely what it now fo Juftly rues. 

Me miferable I which way ihall I fly 

Infinite wrath, and infinite defpair ? 

VThich way I fly is Hell 5 myfelf am Hell 5 75 

And in the loweft deep a lower deep 

Still threatning to devour me opens wide, 

To which the Hell I fuflfer feems a Heaven. 

O then at lad relent : is there no place 

L^ft for repentance, none for pardon left ? So 

None left but by fubmiflion ; and that word 

Difdain forbids me, and my dread of iham^ 

H 4 Ktwixw^^ 
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Among the SpiMts beneath, whom I ieducM 
With other promifes and other vaunts 
Than to fubmit, boafting I could fubdue 
Th* Omnipotent. Ay me, they little know 
How dearly I abide that boaft fo vain. 
Under what torments inwardly I groan. 
While they adore me on the throne of HelK 
With diadem and fcepter high advanced, . 
The lower flill I fall, only fupreroe 
In mifery i fuch joy ambition finds. 
But fay I could repent, and could obtain 
By a£l of grace my former ftate ; how foon 
Would highth recall high thoughts, how foon unJ 
What feignM fubmiflion iwore ? eafe would recan 
Vows made in pain, as violent and void. 
For never can true reconcilement grow, 
Where wounds of deadly hate have pierc'd fo deep ; 
Which would but lead me to a worfe relapfe 
And he^er fall : fo (hould I piuxhafe dear 
Short intermiffion bought with 'double fmart. 
This knows my puniflier; therefore as far 
From granting he, as I from begging peace : 
All hope excluded thus, behold in ftead 
Of us out-caft, exird, his new delight, 
Mankind created, and for him this world. 
So farewel hope, and with hope farewel fear, 
Farewel remorfe : all good to me is loft j 
Evil be thou my good ; by thee at leaft 
Divided empire with Hcav*n's king I hold, 
J5^ thpe, and more than half perhaps will reign ; 



Book IV. PARADISE LOST. k>5 

As Man ere long, and this new world (hall know. 

Thus while he fpake, each paffion dimm'd his face ; 
Thrice chang'd with pale, ire, envy, and defpair ; 1x5 
Which marr'd his borrowM vifagc, and betray'd 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 
For heavenly minds from fuch diftempers foul 
Are ever clear. AVhcreof he foon aware, 
Each perturbation fmooth'd with outward" calm, 120 
Artificer of fraud $ and was the firfl 
That praflisM falfhood under faintly fHow, 
Deep malice to conceal, couchM with revenge : 
Yet not enough had praftis'd to deceive 
Uriel once wam'dj whofe eye purfued him down 115 
The way he went, and on th' Affyrian mount 
Saw him disfigured, more than could befall 
Spirit of happy fort : his geftures fierce 
He markM and mad demeanour, then alone, 
As he fuppos'd, all unobferv'd, unfeen. 130 

So on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradife, 
Now nearer, crowns with her inciofure green, 
*As with a rural mound, the champaign head 
Of a'fleep wildernefs, whofe hairy fides 135 

With thicket overgrown, grottefque and wild, 
'Accefs deny*d 5 and over head up grew 
Infuperable highth of lofticft (hade. 
Cedar, and pine, 'and fir, and branching palm, . 
A fylvan fcene, and as the ranks afcend 140 

Shade above (hade, a woody theatre 
Qf ftatclieft vic». Yet higher than tW\t Xo^% 
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The verdurous wall of Paradife up ^rung : 
Which to our general fire gave proipe6l large 
loto hU nether empirp neighboring round. 145 

And higher than that wall a circling rqvf 
Of goodlieft trees loaden with faireft fruit, 
Bloflbms and fruits at once of golden hue, 
AppearM, with gay enamelM colors rnixM: 
On which the fun more glad imprefsM his beams 159 
Yhan in fair evening cloud, or humid bow. 
When God hath ihow'r*d the earth j fp Iqvely feem^d 
That landfkip : And of pure now purer air ' 
Meets his approach, and to the heart inipires 
Vernal delight and joy, able to drive 155 

All fadnefs but defpair : now gentle gales 
Fanning thpir odoriferous wings diipenfe 
Native perfumes, and whilper whence they ftole 
TlK)re balmy fpoils. As when to them who fail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paft i6o 

Mozambic, off at fea north-eaft winds blow 
Sabean odors from the fpicy (hore 
Of Araby the bleft$ with fuch delay 
Well pleasM they (lack their courfe, and many a league 
Chear'd with the grateful finell old Ocean (miles : 165 
So entertained thofe odorous fweets the Fiend 
Who came their bane, though with them better pleasM 
Than Afmodeus with the fi(hy fume 
That drove him, though enamourM, from the (pou(e 
Of Tobit's foji, and with a vengeance fent 170 

From Media poft to Egypt, there faft bound. 
}^ow to th' afcent of that (Uep (avage hill 

Satan 
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Satsm had joumeyM on, penfiye and flow i 

But further way found none, fo thick int^wln'd. 

As one continued hT9kQ$ the ynd^rgrowth 175 

Of flirubs and tangling buflies had perplexed 

All path of m^ or beaft that paf^'d that way a 

One gate there only was, and that lookM eaft 

On th* other fide i which yvhtn th* arch-felon faw, 

JXtts entrance h^ difdain^d^ and in contempty x|S^ 

At one flight bound high oyer leap'd all boun4 

Of hill or h^heft yr9i\, and flieer within 

Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf. 

Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for pcey, 

IVfitching where fliej^rds pen their flocks at eve *%i 

In hurdled cotes amid ^he field iecure, 

Leaps -o'er th? fence with eafe into the fold i 

Or as a thief bent to unhord the caflt 

Of Tome rich burgher, whofe fubdantial dporSf 

Crofs-barrM and bolted faft* fear np aflault^ 19^ 

In at the window climbs, or o'er the tiles : 

So clQinb this firii: grand thief into God^^ fold i 

So fmce ii^to his church lewd hirelings climb r 

Tkence up he flew, and on the tree of life, 

Tiie middle tree and higheft there that grew» 195 

Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life 

Thereby regained, but f^t devifii^g death 

To them who liv'd; nor o^ the virtue thought 

Of that life-giving plant, but only us'd 

JP/>r profpea, wh^t well usM had been the pledge a4# 

Of immortality. So little knows 

Any, but Q«clatoie;.t9vaJw<s right 
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The good before him» but perverts beft things . 

To worft abufe, • or to their meaneft ufe. 

Beneath him with new wonder now he views 105 

To all delight of human fenfe ezposM * 

In narrow room Nature*s whole weahfa; 3rea morCt 

A Heav'n on Earth-. f6r blifsful Faradife 

Of God the garden was, by him iii th' eaft 

Of Eden planted^ Eden iftretch'd her lihc «o 

From Atii*an-eaftward to thfc royal towcrs- 

Of great Seleucia, built by Grecian kings. 

Or where the fons of Eden long before 

Dwelt in:Tela(rar t in this pleafant foil 

His far 4nore pleafant garden God ordainM $ 115 

Out of the fertil ground he causM to grow 

All trees of nobleft kind for fight, fmell, tafte- ; 

And all amid them ftood the tree of life. 

High eminent, blooming ambrofial fruit 

Of vegetable gold ; and next to life^ i»o 

Our death the tj«e of knowledge grew faft by. 

Knowledge of igood'bought dear by knowing ill. 

Southward through Eden went a river large. 

Nor changM his* courfe^ but through the ihaggy hill 

PafsM underneath ingulPd) for God had thrown 2>5 . 

That mountain as his garden mold high raised 

Upon the rapid current, which through veins 

Of porAis earth with kindly thirft up drawn, 

Kofe a freih fountain, and with niany a rill 

WaterM the garden $ thence united fell 230 

Down the fteep glade, and met the nether flood/ 

IVIuch from his ICuUctti^pa&ge now appeart> 
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And now divided into^four wain ftreams» 

Runs diverfe, wandViag- many a famous realm 

Aad country* whereof here needs no account j 135 

But rather to tell how, if Art could tell. 

How from that faphir fount the crifped brooks^ 

Rolling on orient pearl and fands 6f gold^ 

With mazy error under pendent iliades 

Ran neflar, vifiting each plant, and fed 240 

Flow>s, worthy^ of Paradife, which not nice Art 

In bedsi and curious lunots, but Nature boon 

PourM forth proMe-on hill vand dale and plain. 

Both where the morning fun firft warmly fmote 

The open field, and where the unpiercM fhade 245 

Inbrown*d the -noontide bowers : Thus was this place 

A happy rural feat of various view 5 

Groves whofe rich trees wept odorous gum« and balm. 

Others whofe fruit bumifh'd with golden rind 

Httng amiable, Hefperian flbles.true, 250 

If true, here only% and of delicious tafte : 

Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 

Grazing the tender herb, were interposed. 

Or palmy hiUoc ; or the flowery lap 

OfYome irriguous valley fpread her ftore, 15 j 

Flowers of all hue, and without thorn the rofe 3 

Another fide, umbrageous grots and cafves 

Of cool recefs, o*er which the mantling vine 

Lays forth her purple grape, and geilfly creeps ^ 

Luxuriant ; mean while murmuring waters fall 1(9 

Down the flopchills, difpers-d, or in a lake. 

That to the fringed haiik with myxttLe cxo^'wxC^ •^ 
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Her cryftal mirror holds, unite their ftretnif ^ 
The birds their quire apply j airs, yemal aii% 
Bxttthing dte fmell of field ind grore, attune M| 
The trembling leaves> whil(e univerfal Pan 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance 
Led on th' eternal fpriligk Not that fair field 
Of Enna, where Proreijiin gathering flowers, 
Herfelf a fairer flowV by gloomy Dis tj^ 

Was gadierMi which coft Ceres all that pain 
To feek her through the world \ nor that fweet grove 
Of Daphne by Orontes> and th' infpirM 
Caftalian fpring, might With this Paradife 
Of Eden ftrive ; nor that Nyfeian ile a;! 

Girt with the river Triton^ where old Cham^ 
Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Libyan Jevc^ 
Hid Aitaalthea and her florid fon 
Young Bacchus fVom his ftepdame Rhea^s eye^ 
Nor where AbaiEn kings their iflue guard> aS# 

Mount Amara, though this by fome fuj^pos^d 
True FahKlifb under the Ethic^ line 
By Nilus head) inclos'd with fliining rock, 
A whole day^s journey high, but wide remote 
From this AiTyrian garden, where the Fiend %M^ 

Saw undelighted all delight, all kind 
Of living creaturef new to fight and ilrange. 
Two of far nobler fhape ereft and tall. 
Godlike ape£(, with native honor clad 
^n naked majefty feemM lords of all, s$m 

And worthy feemM $ for in their looks divine. 
The imige cf ibtk |;lonovk« Maker ihone^ 
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Truth, wifddiiiy Ikn^itude Ctvett fthd pure, 

/Severe but in true filial freedom plac'd) 

wiience true autfiority in men ; though both 295 

Not equal, as their fex hot equal feeraM j 

For contemplation he and valor formM, 

For foftnefs ihe and fweet attractive grace, 

^e for God only, ihe for God in him : 

His fair large front and eye fublime declar'cl 300 

Abfolute rule} and hyacinthin locks 

Round &om his parted forelock manly hung 

Cluftring, but not beneath his ihoulders broad ; 

She as a veil down to the (lender wafte 

Heir tmadomed golden trefles wore 30^ 

Diihevcrd, but in wanton ringlets wavM 

As the vine curls her tendrils, which implyM 

Subjection, but requirM with gentle fway. 

And by htr yielded, by him beft receivM, 

Yielded with coy fubmiilion, modeit pride, 310 

And fweet reluftant amorous delay. 

Nor thofe myfterious parts were then conceal^. 

Then Was not guilty (hame, difliotfeft ihame 

Of nature*s works, honor difhonorable. 

Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind 315 

With ihows inftead, mere flioMrs of feeming pure. 

And banifliM from man*s life his happieft life. 

Simplicity and fpotlefs innocence ! 

So pafs^d they naked on, nor fhunnM the fight 

6f God or Angel, for they thot%ht no ill t %ip 

So hand in hand they pafs'd, the lovelieft ^air 

That ever fince in loyc*$ embraces met-, 
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Adam the goodlieft man of men fmce bora 

His Cons, the faireft of her daughters lEve. 

Under a tuft of (hade that on a green {ii 

Stood whifp'ring foft, by a frefh fountain fide 

They fat them down $ and after no more toil 

Of their fwect gardening labor than fufficM 

To recommend cool Zephyr, and made eafe 

More eafy, wholfome thirft and appetite * 33( 

More grateful, to their fupper fruits they fell, 

Ne6larin fruits which the compliant boughs 

Yielded them, fide-long as they fat recline 

On the foft downy bank damaHc^d with flowers e 

The favory pulp they chew, and in the rind J35 

Still as they thirfted fcoop the brimming ftream | ' 

Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmiles 

Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as befeems 

Fair couple, linkM in happy nuptial league^ 

Alone as they. About them friiking playM ^^ 

AH'beafts of th* earth, fiace wild, and of aU chafft 

In wood or wildernefs, foreft or den j 

Sporting the lion ramp'd, and in his paw 

Dandled the kid ; bears, tigers, ounces, pardtf, 

Gambord before them ; th' unwieldy elephant 34^ 

To make them mirth usM all his might, and wreathM 

His lithe probofcis ; dofe the ferpent dy 

Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 

His breaded train, and of his fatal guile 

G^ve proof unheeded ; others on the grafs 35c 

CduchM, and now fillM with pafture gazing fat, 

Orhedwardnuninating; for the fun 

Decline 
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Declift^d^^as hafting now with prone carreer 
To th^ ocean ilet, and in th^ afcending fcale 
0f Heay^n the ftars that ufher evening rofe : 355 

When SUtftn ftill iii gaze, as firft he ftood, 
Scared &xt^ at length failed fpeech recovered fhcj. 
O Hell ! what do mine eyes with grief behold ! 
Into our room of blifs thus high advancM 
Graatures of other mold, earth-bom perhaps, 360! 
Not Spiriby yet to heavenly Spirits bright 
Little -infbior ; whom my thoughts purfue 
With wonder, and cOuId love, fb lively fhines 
In them divine r^femblance, and fuch grace 
The hand that form'd them on their fhape hath pour'd. . 
Ah gentle pair, ye littl6 think how nigh 
Your change approaches, when all thefe delightt 
Will vanifh and deliver ye to woe. 
More woe, the more your tafte is now of joy j 
Hippy, but for fo happy ill fecur'd 37Q 

I^ong to continue, and this high feat your Heaven 
111 fencM for Heaven to keep out fuch a foe 
As now is enterM ; yet no purposM foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn. 
Though I ufipitied: League with you I feek, 375 

And 'mutual amity fo ftrait, fo clofe. 
That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth j my dwelling haply may hot plea(e. 
Like this fair Paradife, your fenfe, yet fuch 
Atcept your Maker*8 work $ he gave it me, 38* 

Which I as freely give ; Hell fhall unfold, 
To entertain you two, he^ wideft gates, 
Voz. L I J\T5.4 
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And fend forth all her kings ; there will be .room) 
Not like thefg njurow limits, to receiye 
Yoyu num^cous offspring $ if no better place, 
lliank him who puts me Ipath to this revenge 
On you. who wrong me not for him who wrpngM. 
And ihould I at youi* harmlefs innocence 
Melt, as I do> yet public reafon juft» 
Hpnor and empire with revejage inlargM». 
By conquering this new world, compels me now 
To do what elfe though damn'd I ihoyld abhor*. 

So fpake the Fiend, and with necellity,. 
The tyrant's plea, excused his dcvili(h deeds* 
Tl^en from his lofty ftaqd on that high tree 
Down he alights among the fportful herd 
Of thofe four-footed kinds, himfelf now one. 
Now other, as their ihape fervM bell his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and unefpyM 
To mark what of their ftate he more might learn ^ 
By word or a6lion mark'd : about them round 
A lion now he ftalks wjth fiery glare j 
Then as a tiger, who by chance hath fpy'd. 
In fome purlieu two gentle fawns at play. 
Strait couches clofe, then rifing changes oft t 

Hi< touchant watch, as one who chofe his ground. 
Whence rufhing he might fureft feife them both 
Grip'd in each paw : when Adam firft of men 
To firft of women Eve thu$ moving fpeech, 
Turn'd him all ear to hear new utterance floyr. 4 

Sole partner, and fole part, of all thefe joys, 
J^eaitr thyfelf than all j needs mud the Power 
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That m^de us, and for ns this ample world. 

Be infinitely good^ sCnd of his good 

A8:liberal and f^ as infinite ; 415. 

That i-ais'd us from the dufl and p)ac*d us here 

In all this happinefs, who at his hand 

Have nothing merited, nor can perform 

Ought whereof he hath need, he who requires 

Prom us no other fervice than to keep 4*0 

This one, this eafy charge, of all the trees- 

In Poradifethat bear delicious fruit 

So various, not to tafte that only tree ' 

Of knowledge, planted by the tree of life ; 

Senear grows death to life, whatever death is, 425-^ 

Some dreadful thing no doubt ; for' well thou know^fl 

God hath'pronouncM it death to tafte that tree. 

The only fign of our obedience left 

Among fo many iigns of powV and rute 

Cohlcrr'd upon us,' and dominion given 43^^ 

Over all other creatures that poiTcfs 

Earth, air, and fea. Thea let us not thitik hard^ 

One eafy prohibition, who enjoy 

I Free leave fo large to all things* elfey and ^choice 

U^Iifnited of manifold delights 4 435 

But let us. ever praife him, and extol 

His bo^ty, following oimt delightfu^l taik 

To prune thefe growing plants, and tend thefe flowers, 

I Which were.it toilfome, yet with thee were fweet. 

\ Oia whom thus Eve reply'd. O thou for whom 440 
And from whom I was formM flefh of thy flclh. 
And without whom am.to no end, my .gu\dft . 
■ . . , J X KxA^ 
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And head, what thou haftiaid is juft and right. 

For we to him indeed all praifes owe, r 

Ah4 daily thanks ; I chiefly who enjoy 44, 

So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 

Praceminent by fo much odds, while thou 

Like confort to tbyfelf caaft no where find* 

That day I oft remember, when from deep 

I fir&. awakM, and found myfelf reposM 451 

Under a fhadq on flowers, much wondVing where 

And what I was, whence thither brought and how. 

Not diftant far from thence a murmVing found 

Of waters ifTued from a cave, and fpread 

Into a liquid plain, then ftood unmovM 45^ 

Pure as th* expanfe of Heaven j I thither went 

With uneypArienc'd thought, and laid me dowa 

On the green bank, to look into the clear 

Smooth lake, that to me feem*d another (ky« 

As I bent down to look, juft opposite 460 

A ihape within the watry gleam appearM^ 

Bending to look on me : I ftarted bade. 

It ftarted back $ but pleased I foon retum^d^ 

PleasM it returned at foon with anfwVing looks 

Of fympathy and love : there I had SaCd 4S5 

Mine eyes till now, and pinM with vain defire, 

Had not a voice thus wamM me. What thou feeft^ 

What there thou feeft, fair Creature, is thyfelf j 

With thee it came and goes : but follow me, 

And I will bring thee where no ihadow ftays 470 

Thy coming, and thy foft embrades, he 

WAofe imagff thou art i him dWu ihalt enjof 
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Infeparably thine, to him flialt bear 

Multitwdes like thyfelf, an^ thence be cali*d 

Mother of human race. What could I do, 475 

But follow ftrait, inyifibly thus led ? 

Till I efpyM thee^ fair indeed and tall, 

Under a platan 5 yet methought lefs fair, 

Lefs winning (oft, lefs amiably mild, 

Th«i that fmoodi watry image : back I tum'd ; 48a 

Thou following cry'dft aloud, Return fair Eve, 

Whom fly'ft thou ? whom thou fly'ft, of him thou art, 

His flcfh, his bone j to give thee be'ing I lent 

Out of my fide to thee, neareft my heart 

Subftantial life, to have thee by my fide 485 

Henceforth an individual folace dear ; 

Part of my foul I feck thee, and thee clame 

My other half 5 with that thy gentle hand 

Scis'd mine ; I yielded, and froim that time fee 

Hcr^ beauty iy excell'd by manly grace 490 

And wifdom, which alone is truly fair. 

So fpake our general mother, and with eyes 
Of conjugal attraction unreprov*d, 
i And meek furrehder, half embracing Ifean'd 
V Oil our iirft fallier i half her fwelltng binaft 495 

Naked met his under the flDwing- gold 
Of her looft treflbs hid : he in delight 
Both of Her btfauty and fubmiflive charms 
Smird with ftiperior love, as Jupiter 
Ott' Juno fmiles, when he improgns the cloudk 500 
That ihed May ^ow'rs ; and prefsM her matron lip 
With kilfes part : addcthe Devil tom'd. 

I 1 ^^^ 
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For envy, yet with jealous leer malign 

£yM them afkance, and to himfelf thus t>laia*d. . . 

.Sight hatefuiy fight tormenting ! thus thefc two 501 
Imparadis'd in one another^s arms> ' 
The happier Eden, ihall enjoy their fill 
Of blifs on blifs ; while I to Hell am thruft» 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce defure, 
J^mong our other torments not the Leaft, 51c 

^till imfulfUrd with pain of longing pines. 
Yet let me not forget what I have gained 
From their own mouths : all is not theirs it feems^ 
One fatal tree there ftands of knowledge callM, 
Forbidden them, to tafte ; Knowledge forbidden ? 51^ 
Sufpicious, i*eafonUfs. Why fhould their Lord 
Envy them that ? can it be fm to know ? 
Can it be death ? and do they jonly (land 
By ignorance ? is that their happy ftate, 
The proof of their obedience and their faith ? £%c 

O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their ruin! Hence I will ..excite, their minds 
With more defire to know, and. to rejeft 
Envious commands, invented witii deiign 
To keep them low whom Jcnowledge might exalt 52^ 
Equal with Gods : afpiring to be fuch 
They tafle and die : what likelier can enfue ? 
But firfl with narrow fearch I muft walk round 
This garden, and no comer leave unfpy'd $ 
A'Chance but chance may lead where I may meet 531 
Some wandering Spi'rit of Heav'n by fountain fide, 
^Prln thick i!hade retif d, £romVv\mAodx«w 
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What further would be leam'd. Live while you Inay, 

Yet happy pair ; «hjoy, till I return, 

Short pleafuresy for long woes are to fucceed. 535 

So faykigy his proud ftep he fcornful tui-nM, 
But with fly circutnfpe^Hon, and began 
Through v«)od,throtigh wafte,o>r hill ,o*cr dale, his roam. 
Mean while in utittoft longitude, where Heaven 
With eafth and ocean meets, the fetting fun 54O 

Slowly defcended, and with right arpe6l: 
Againft the eaftem gite of Paradife 
Leveird his evening rays : it was a rock 
Of alabaftd*, piPd up to the clouds, 
QAffpicuous far, ^^'inding with one afcent 545 

Acceflible from earth, one entrance high \ 
The reft was craggy cliff, that overhung 
Still as it rofe, irtipoffible to climb. 
Betwixt thefe rocky pill^s Gabriel fat, 
Chief of th' angelit g\lard«, awaiting night j 5501 

About him exercised heroic games 
Th' unarmed youth of Heav'n, btit nigh at hand 
Celeftlai armoury, ihields, helms, and fpears. 
Hung high 3v^th diamond flaming, jind ^th gold. 
iThather came Uriel, gliding through the evea 555 - 
On a fun beam, iwift as a (hooting ftar 
In autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir*d 
Imprefs the air, and ihows the mariner 
From what point of his compafs to beware 
I<ipetuou8 winds : he thus began in hafte. ifia 

Gabriel, to thee thy courfe by lot hath given 
Charge and MSt wsilfh, that to this Viu^vi ^^^^ 

I 4 "^^ 
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Nfi evil thing approach or enter in. 

This day at highth of noon came to my {fiiisre 

A Spirit, zealous, as he feem'dy to know, $$f 

More of th^ Almighty's wocksy and chiefly Msua* 

God^s lateft image : I defcribM his way 

Bent all on fpeed, and markM his aery gate; 

But in the mount that lies from Eden north, 

A^hci^ I^c firA lighted, foon difcern'd his looks ff9 

Alien from Heav*n, with paftions foul obfcur'd i 

Mine eye purfued him ftill, but under (hade 

Loft fight of him : one of the banifh'd crew, 

I fear, hath ventured from the deep, to raife 

N^vir troubles ; him thy care muft be to find* 57^5 

To whom the winged warrior th\is returned, 
Uiiel, no wonder if thy perfeft fight. 
Amid the fun's bright circle where thou fitft, 
See far and wide : in at this gate none pafs 
Tbq vigilance here plac'd, but fuch as come $1^ 

Well known from Heav'n $ and fince meridiem hour 
No creptti^re then<;e : if Spi'rit of o.ther fort, 
So minded, have o'er-leap'd thefe earthy bounds 
On piirpofe, hard thou know'ft it to exclude 
Sp^jtual fubftance with c<xrporeal bar. 515 

But if within the circuit of thefe walks, 
In yvhatf/y^cr iha^ he lurk, of whom 
Thou teirft, by morrow dawning I ihall know. 

So promis'4 he$ and Uriel to his charge 
J^yrn'd on th^t bright beam, whofe point now rais*d 
Bore him flppe downward to tii& fun now fairn 
Benesti^j^' ^^oies i whet]her t\vB a^nmft .Qih> 
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Incredible ^v Ainft» had thither roU'd 
Diurnal, or this le($ vcJubil earth» 
Sy porter flight to th* eaft, had left him t^iffiFC 591 
Arraying with reflected puiixle^ ajod gold 
The cloudy that on tis weilern throne attend. 
Now came ftill evening on, ^d twilight gray 
Had ip. herXobier livery ail things clad; 
Silence accompanied i for beaft and bird, 6o» 

They to their gra^Ty coi^cb^ thefe to their nefb 
Were flunk, s^} but the wakeful nightingale ^ 
She all night long her amprous defcant fung ; 
Silence was plea^'d s now glow'd the Armament 
With living iaiducs : Hefpei'uft, that led 605 

The ftarry hoft, rode brigbtefl, till the moon 
Rifing in'^clouded majefty, at length 
Apparent que««i mveird her peerlefs light. 
And o'er the dark ber filver mantle thiew. 
^When Adam thus to Ev;e^ Fair Confort, th* hour 
Of night, and all things naiw retired to reft 
Mind U8. of like repoii^ fmce God hath fet 
Labor and j^eft, 96 day and night to men 
Succeflive; aad the timely dew of fleep 
>^pw: falling with Toft flumbrous weight inclines 6 x 5 
Our eye-lids : other creatures all day long 
Rove idle unemployed, and leis need refl; ; 
Man hath bis daily work of body' or mind 
Appointed, which declares his dignity, 
And the ragafd of Heav'n on all his ways ; 62^ 

While other animals una£Vive range. 
And of thdr doings God takes no accotmt^ ' 
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To-morrow ere frefti morning ftreak the caft 
With firft approach of light, we miift be rifen. 
And at cror pleafant labor, to reform €%% 

Yon flow'ry arbors, yonder alleys green. 
Our walk at noon, with branches orei gr o wn . 
That mo(^ our fcant mantiring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth : 
f hafe bloflfoms alfo, and thofe dropping gams, 630 
That lie beftrown unfightly and unfraooth, 
Aik riddance, if we medh to tread with <eare) 
Mean while, as Nature wills, night bids us reft. 

To whom thus Eve with perfefb beauty* adorned. 
My^Author and Difpofcr, what thon bidft 635 

Unargued 1 obey ; fo God ordains % 
God is thy law, thou mine t to know no more 
Is woman^s happieft knowledge and her praife. 
With thee conveifmg I forget all time $ 
All feafons and their change, all pleafe alike. 64* 
Sweet is the breath of mom, her riling fweet. 
With charm of earlieft birds ; pleafant the fun. 
When firft on this delightful land he fpreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fruit, and flower, 
Glift^ring with dew; fragrant the fertil earth 64.5 
After foft (howVs ; and fweet the coming on 
Of grateful evening mild ; then filent night 
With this her folemn bird, and this fair moon. 
And thefe the gems of Heaven, her ftarry train : 
But.neither breath of mom, when ihe afcends 65a 
With charm of earlieft birds ; nor rifing fun 
On tbJs delighttuL land) noc Viub> ipiix* flower. . .. 
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Gli during vnth dew; nor fragrance after (howers : 

Nor grateful evening mild; nor (ilent night 

With this her iblemn bird, nor walk by moon> 655 

br glittering ftar-light without thee is fweet. 

But wherefore all night >iong fiiine thefe > for whom 

This glorious (ighty when ileep hath (hut all eyes ? 

To whom our general anceftor reply M. 
Pavghter of God and Man, accompliflTd Eve, 669 
Thefe have their courfe to finifh round the earth. 
By morrow evening, and from land to hmd 
In order, though to nations yet unborn, 
Miniftring light preparM, they fet and rife ; 
Left total darknefs (hould tyy night regain 665 

Her old pofleffion, and extkiguifti life 
In nature and all things, which thefe fcft fires 
Not only' inlighten, but with kindly heat 
Of various influence foment and warm. 
Temper or nourifh, or in part fhed down "670 

Their flellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On ^acffa, made hereby apter to receive 
Perfeftion from the fun's more potent ray. 
Thefe then, though unbeheld in deep of iright, 
SJhine not in vain; nor think, though men were none. 
That Heav'n would want fpeftators, God want praifc 1 
Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth 
Unfcen, both when we wake, and when we fleep t 
All thefe with ceafelefs praife his works behold 
Bpth day and night : how often from the ffceep €8di 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
Celeftial voices to the midmght air» - 
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Sole, or refponfive each to odwrt note. 

Singing their great Creator ? oft in bands 

WJiile they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk M5 

With heavenly touch of inftrumental ibunds 

In full harmonic number join^dy tbeir longs 

Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Hearen. 

Thus talking hand in hand alone they poTsM 
On to their blifsful bow'r ; it was a place ^90 

Chos'n by the ibvran Planter, when he framM 
All things to Man's delightful ufe; die roof 
Of thickeft covert was inworen fliade 
Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf on either Me ^5 

Acanthus, and each odorous bnfliy ihrub 
Fenc'd up the verdant wall ; each beauteous flowei^ 
Iris all hues, roics, and jcflTaaiiny 
Rear'd high their flouriih*d heads between, and wrought 
JN^ofaic ; underfoot the violet, 700- 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 
Broider'd the ground, more colored than with ftone 
Of coftlieft emblem : other creature hei-e. 
Bead, bird, infeft, or worm, durft enter none. 
Such was their awe of Man*. In fiiadier bower 705 
More facred and. fequcfter*d, though but feign*d» 
Pan or Sylvanus never fleptf nor Nymph, 
Nor Faiioita haunted. Here in doTe receft 
With flowers, garltads, and fweet-fmeUing heri>f 
E^^fed Eve decked ftrft her nuptial bed, 710 

And heavenly quires the hymerasan fiingy 
What day the genial AageV to owt &c% 
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It her in naked beauty more adom*dy 

ovely than Pandora, whom the Gods 

M with all their gifts, and O too like 715 

event, wMn to th^ unwifer (on 

het brought by Hermes, ihe iafnar'd 

ad with her fair looks, to be ayeng*d 

1 who had ftole Jove's authentic fire. 

s at their fliady lodge arrivM, both Hboodf jtm- 

imM, and under open (ky ador'd 

od that made both iky, air, earth, and heaves, 

they beheldi . the. moon's refplendent^obe, 
any pole : Thou alfo mad'ft the night, 

omnipotent, and thou the day, j%^. 

we in our appointed work employed 
iniih'd,. lu^py in our mutual help, 
tutual love, the crown of all our blifs 
'd by thee, and this delicious place 

too large, where thy abundance wants 73a*. 
ers, and uncropt falls to the ground* 
lu haft promis'd from us two a race 

the earth, who (hall with us extol 
:>odnefs infinite, both when we wake, 
hen we ftek, as now, thy gift of deep, 735 
( faid unanimous, and other rites 
ing none, but adoration pure 

God likes beft, into their inmoft bower 
i they went ; and eas'd the putting off 
troublefome difguifes which we wear, 740 . 

ide by fide were laid ; nor torn'd I weea . 
from his fair fpouiie, nor Eye Une sll^ 
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Myfterio\is of connubial love refused t 
Whatever hypocrites auftsrely talk 
0£ purity and place and.innocencey- 74.5- 

JDefaming as impure what God declares* 
Pure> and commands tofome, leaves free to all.. 
Our Makeijtbids inereafejt who bids abftain 
But our Dcftroycr, foe to God and Man ? 
]{aU wedded I.ove, myfterious law^ true fource 750^ 
Of human offspring, fole propriety 
In^Parfidif^ofaU things common el fe. 
By thee adulterous luft was driv'n from men- 
Among t}ie beftial. herds to range 5 by thee 
founded in reafon, loyal, jud, andpurtf, 755. 

Relations dear, andall the charities 
of father, fon, and'brotberj firft were known; 
Fai* be' it, that.l.ihould write thee fmor Wamcj 
Or think thee unbefitting holieft- placey 
I^rpetual fountain of domeftic fweets- 76b- 

Whofe bed is undcfilklaadxhafte pronounc'd, 
Prefent, or paft,. as faints and patriarchs us'd. 
Here love his golden fhsfts employs, here lights 
His conftantlamp, and waves his purple wings, 
R^igps hece and jrevels ; not. in the bought fmile 76^ * 
Of harlots, lovelefe, joylefs, unindeai'M, 
Cafual fruition j nonin court amours^ 
Mix'd daftce^ or wanton maffe, or midfiight ball. 
Or ferenate^ which the ftarv*d lover (mgs 
T^^s proud fair, beft quitted with dizain. 770 

Thefe luU*d by nightingales embracing flept, 
.due/ oo their naked 'Umb«th«^ow!rY roof * 



BpokIV« PAJkAI>I&B. LOST. ic^ 

Show^rd rofesy which the morn repaired. Sleep on, 

Bleft pair j and O yet happieft, if ye feck 

No happier ftate,. and know to know no more. 775 

Now had night meafur'dwith. her fhadowy cone 
Half way up hill this, vad fublnaai} v;iult>. 
And from their iyory. port. the Cherubim. 
Forth ifTuic^at th." accuftom'd houi* ftood ami-'d 
Ta their night watches in warlike parade, ^go- 

When Gabriel to. his next in.pow>. thus QkUcc. 

Uzziely half theie draw off, and coaft the fouth 
With (h-i^leil.watch.^ tbefe other wheel the north j 
Our circuit, meets, fioll weft; As flame they part, 
Qa]/ wheeling, to the (hield> half to the fpear. 785: 
l^rom thefe, two ftrong and fubtle Spi'rits he calL*d 
That near him flood, and gave them thus in charge. . 

Ithuriel ^nd Zephpn, with wingM (peed 
Search through this^ garden, leave uofcarch'd no nook ; • 
BuUchiefl)^ where thoie two fair, creatures lodge,, 790.^ 
Now laid perhaps ^fleep fecure of harm. 
This evenijig firoin die fun's decline arriv'd 
Who telU of fome infernal Spirit feen 
Hitherward bent (who could have thought ?) efcap*d ' 
The bars of Hell, on errand bad^no doubt i 795 

Sitch whexje ye. find,, ij^ife fai^r and hither bring. 

So faying, OA.he led his radiant files, 
Dazling th^ mpon ; thefe to the bow'r dire^ 
In fearch of .whom they fought : . him there they found 
Souat like a toad, clofe at the ear of Eve, too 

AlTaying by his devilifh art to reach 
The organs of her fapcy', and with ;th«a fon^ 
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Illdiont at he lift, phantafms and dreaittt, ^ 

Or ify infpiring venom, he might taint 

Th* animal (^irits that from pare blood arife 805 

Like gentle breaths from rivers pure, thence raift 

At leaft diftemper'd, difcontented thoughts. 

Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate defires, 

Blown up with high conceits ingendring pride. 

}jim thus intent Ithuriel with his ipear li# 

ToiichM lightly ; for no falfhood can indtiM* 

Touch of celeftial temper, but returns 

Of force to its own likenefb i up he ftarts 

Difcover'd and furprisM. As when a fpark 

Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid tif 

Fit for the tun fome magazine to ftore 

Agiinft a rumorM war, the fmutty grain 

With fudden blaze diffusM inflames the air ( 

Sio ftarted up in his Own /hape the Fiend. 

Back ftept thoie two fair Angels half amax*d 8s9 

So fudden to behold the grifly king } 

Yet thus, umnovM witii fear, accolt him ibon. 

Which of thofe rebel Spi'rits adjudged to Hell 
Cofli'tt' thou, efcap^d thy prifon ? and transformed, 
Why fatft thou like an enemy in wait, f 15 

Here watching at the head of thefb that flee^p f 

Know ye not then, faid Satan fiU'd with fcom. 
Know ye not mtf yt knew me once no mate 
For you, their fitting where ye durft not foar s 
Not to know me argtfcs youifelves unknown* $%6 
The loweft of your throng j or if ye ktkoi^. 
Why a/k ye, aM'fii(«HluQUi begin 
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four vMkge, like to end as much in vain ? 

To whom thus Zephon, anfw'ring fcorn witli fcorn. 
rhink not, revolted Spi'rit, thy (hapc the fame, 835 
Or undiminifhM brightnefs to be known, 
As when thou ftood'ft in Heav'n upright and pure j 
That glory then, when thou no more waft good. 
Departed from thee' ; and thou refembleft now 
Thy fin and place of doom obfcure and foul. 840 

But come, for thou, be fure, (halt give account 
To him who fent us, whofe charge is to keep 
This place inviolable, and thefe from harm. 

So fpake the Cherub ; and his grave rebuke, 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 845 

Invincible : abafh'd the Devil ftood. 
And felt how awful goodnefs is, "and faw. 
Virtue' in her (hape how lovely ; faw, and pin'd 
His lofs 5 but chiefly to find here obferv'd 
His luftre vifibly impaired j yet feem'd 850 

Undaunted. If I muft contend, faid he, 
Beft with the beft, the fender not the fent. 
Or all at once ; more glory will be won, 
Or lefs be loft. Thy fear, faid Zcphon bold. 
Will fave us trial what the leaft can do ^55 

Single againft thee wicked, and thence weak. 

The Fiend reply'd not, overcome with rage ; 
But, like a proud fteed rein'd, went haughty on. 
Champing his iron curb : to ftrive or fly 
He held it vain ; awe from above had quell'd S60 

His heart, not elfe difmay'd. Now drew they nigh 
The weftcm point, where thofe half-rounding guards 

..Vot. I. K V^ 
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Juft met, and clofing ftood in fqusidron jotn*d[» 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chief 
Gabriel from the front thus call'd aloud. S65 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hafting this way, and now by glimpfe difctm 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the (hade. 
And with them comes a third of regal port, 
$ul faded fplendor wan ; who by his gate 879 

And fierce demeanour feems the prince of Hell, 
Not likely to part hence without conteft j 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance lours. 

He fcarce had ended, when thofe two approach *d. 
And brief related whom they brought, where founds 
How bufied, in what form and pofture couchM. 

To whom with item regard thus Gabriel fpake. 
Why haft thou, Satan, broke the bounds prefcrib^d 
To thy tranfgreffions, and difturb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranfgi'efs SSo 

By thy example, but have pow*r and right 
To queftion thy bold entrance on this place j 
Employed it ieems to violate deep, and thofe 
Whofe dwelling God hath planted here in blifs ? 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow. 885 
Gabriel, thou hadA in Heaven th' efteem of wife, ; 

^ And fuch I held thee ; but this queftion aik*d 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain ? 
Who would not, findirtg way, break loofe from Hell, 
Though thither doomed? Thou wouldft thyfeli; no 
And boldly ventore to whatever place [doubt, 

FstrthcMrom paiii> where thou.might'ft hppe to change 

.Tonstnt 
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!nt with eafe, and fooneft recompenfe 

rich delight^ which in this place I fought ; 

:e no reafon, who know'ft only good, 89 J 

il haft not try'd : and wilt objeft 

11 who boand us ? let him fui%r bar 

in ga|£$, if he intends our (lay 

t dark durance : thus much what was afkM. 

ft is true, they found me where they fay j 904 

at implies not violence or harm. 

s he in fcom. The warlike Angel movM, 

tifully half fmiling thus reply'd. 

of one in Heav'n to judge of wife, 

Jatan fell, whom folly overthrew, 90* 

ow returns him fi*om his prifon fcapM, 

y in doubt whether to hold them wife 

, who aik what boldnefs l)rought him hither 

ncM from his bounds in Hell prefcribM } 

i he judges it to fly from pain 9xc> 

er, and to fcape his puni/hment. 

ge thou ftill, prefumptuous, till the wrath,^ 

t thou incurr'ft by flying, meet thy flight 

M, and fcourge that wifdom back to Hell, 

I taught thee yet no better, that no pain 915 

[ual anger infinite provok'd. 

Iierefore thou alone ? wherefore with thee 

not all Hell broke loofe ? is pain to them 

ain, lefs to be fled ? or thou than they 

ardy to indure ? courageous Chief, 91 j 

rft in flight from pain, hadft thou alledg'd 

f deferted hoft this caufe of flight. 
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Thou furely hadft not come folc fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus anfwer'd frowning ftcrn. 
}lat ths^t I lefs indure, or (hrink from pain, 925 

Infulting Angel j well thou know'ft I ftood 
Thy ficrceft, when in battel to thy aid 
The blading volied thunder made all fpeed. 
And, feconded thy elfe not dreaded fpear. 
$ut ftill thy words at random, as before, 93* 

Argue thy inexperience what behoves ' 
From hard aiTays and ill fucceiTes pad 
A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himfelf untry'd : 

I therefore, I alone firft undertook 935 

To wing the defolate abyfs, and fpy 

This new created world, whereof in Hell 

Fame is not filent, here in hope to find 

Better abode, and my afHi6led Powers 

To fettle here on earth, or in mid air 5 94,0 

Though for poflcffion put to try once more 

What thou and thy gay legions dare againft ; 

Whofe eafier bufmefs were to ferve their Lord 

High up in Heav'n, with fongs to hymn his throne. 

And praftis'd didances to cringe, not fight. 945 

To whom the warrior Angel foon reply'd. 

To fay and ftrait unfay, pretending firft 

Wife to fly pain, profeffing next the fpy. 

Argues no leader but a liar tracM, 

Satan, and couldft thou faithful add ? O name, 950 

O facred name of faithfulnefs profan'd ! 

Fajtuful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew ? 

Army 
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>f Fiends, fit body to fit head. 

is your difcipline and faith engaged, 

lilit^ry obedience, to diffolve 955 

nee to th' acknowledged Power Aiprcme ? 

ou, fly hypocrite, who now wouldft fcem 

of liberty, who more than thou 

iwnM, and cringM, and fervily ador'd 

'• awful monaixh ? wherefore but in hope 969 

K>(refs him, and thyfelf to reign ? 

rk what I arrecd thee now, Avant ; 

her whence thou fledft : if from this hour 

ihefe hallowM limits thou appear, 
> th' infernal pit I drag thee chained, 96^ 

il thee fo, as henceforth not to fcom 
;il gates of Hell too flightly barr'd. 
xeatenM he 5 but Satan to no threats 
ecd, .but waxing more in rage reply'd. 
I when I am thy captive talk of chains, 97* 
imitary Cherub, but ere then ' ^ 

vier load thyfelf expe6l to' feel 
ly prevailing arm, though Heaven's king 
k thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, ./ 

the yoke, draw'fl his triumphant wheels 975"' 
refs through the road of Hcav'n ftar-pav'd. 
e thus he fpake, th' angelic fquadron bright 

fiery red, (harp'ning in mooned horns 
>halanx, and began to hem him round 
orted fpears, as thick as when a field 98^ 

!8 ripe for harveft waving bends 
urded ^rovc of ears, which way tlwtyJviBA 

K 3 S>wvj% 
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Sways them ; the careful plowman doubting ftBxld»> 
Left on the. threihuig floor his hopeful (heaves 
Prove chaff. On t'other fide Satan alarm'd 9S5 

Colle6tiBg aH his might dilated ftood. 
Like Teneriff or Atlas unremovM : 
His ftature reach'd the iky, and on his creft 
Sat horrdr piumM $ nor wanted in his graip 
What ieemM both fpear and fliteld : now dreadful deeds 
Might have enfuM, nor only Paradife 
In this commotion, but the ftarry cope 
Of Heaven perhaps, or all the elements 
At leaft had gone to wrack, difturb'd and torn 
With violence of this confiicl, had not foon ^95 

Th' Eternal to prevent fuch horrid fray 
Hung forth in Heav'n his golden feales^ y«t fden 
Betwixt Afkea and the Scorpion fign, 
Wherein all things created iirft he weighed, 
Thft pendulous xound earth with balanced air sooo 
In counterpoife, now ponders all events. 
Battels and realms : in thefe he put two weights 
The fequel each of parting and of fight ; 
The latter quick up flew, and kick'd die beam $ 
Which Gabriel fpying, tiius befpake the Fiend. 1005 
Satan, I know thy ftrength, and thou know'ft mine; 
Neither our own, but giv'n : what folly then 
To boaft what arms can do ? (Ince lliine no more 
Than Heav'n permits, nor mine, though doubfed now 
1^0 trample, thee as mire : for proof look up> 1010 

Ai)d read thy lot in yon celcfHal iign, 
Wpere thou «£t weigh'dt ^ad ttkjQwuWuU^t^baw w«ak> 

\\ 
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If thou refift. The Fiend lookM up, and knew 
His mounted fcale aloft : nor more ; but fled 
MurmYing, and with him fled the diades of night. 1015 
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THE ARGUMENT, 

Morning approachM, Eve relates to Adam her trou- 
blefome dream ; he likes it not, yet comforts her : 
They come forth to their day labors : Their morn- 
ing hymn at the door of their bower. God to render 
man mexcufable fends Raphael to admonifh him of 
his obedience, of his free eftate, of his enemy near 
at hand, who he is, and why his enemy, and what- 
ever elfe' Inay af ail Adam t^ |:n(^. I^ph^el comes 
down to Paradife, his appearance defcriS'd, "his com- 
ing difcern'd by Adam afar off fitting at die door of 
his bower; he goes out to meet him, brings him to 
his lodge, entertains hjm with the choiceft fruits of 
Paradife got together by tVe 5 their difcourfe at ta- 
ble : Rafael performs his meffage, minds Adam of 
his ftate and of his enemy ; relates at Adam^s requeft 
who that enemy is, and how he came to be fo, begin- 
fiiiigfroAhisTfirft rhloli in He^eift aitdthroccl- 
■ ii6n theredt; hbw he drew His T^gi6rfs aftei* him to 
the parts of the north, and there incited them to re- 
bel with him, perfuading all but only Abdiel a Se- 
raph , who in argument diffuades ana oppofes him^ 
then f orfakes him. 
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BOOK V, 

Now iliioni feet rofy ft'cps in th' eaftern clime 
Adyancmg, fowM the' earth with orient pearl. 
When Adeun walk'd, fo cnftom'd, for his flecp 
Was aery light from pure digeftion bred, 
Aftd temperate vaipors bland, which th^ only found 5 
Of leaves tnd ftfrmng rills, Aurora^s fan. 
Lightly difiNrd-dy and the flirill matin fong 
Of biifde on every bough ; fo much the more 
His wonder was to find unwaken'd Eve 
With trefHis difcomposM, and glowing cheek, to 

As thlrougfi tm^iet reft : he on his fide 
Leaning half raisM, with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamourM, and beheld 
Beauty, which, whether waking or aileep, 
Sh^t forth peculiar graces ; then with voice ' 15 
Mild, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes. 
Her hand foft touching, whifpcr'd thus. Awake 
My faireft, my efpous'd, my lateft found, 
Heav'n's laft beft gift, my ever new delight, 
A^akie; the morning (hines, and the frefh field 16' 
Calls us ; we lofe the prime, to mark how f^tL% 
Our tended plsmtB, how Mows- Ibt citron isw?€> ' ^ 
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What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed. 

How nature paints her colors, how the bee 

Sits ojfi the bloom extracUng liquid fweet. « 15 

S»ch whifp'ring wakM her, but with ftartled eye- 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus (he fpake. 
O fole in whom my thoughts find all repofe» 
My glory, my perfeftien, glad I fee - 
Thy face, and mom retumM j for I this night }• 
(Such night till this I never pafs'd) have drcamMy 
If dreamM, not as I oft am wont, of thee. 
Works of day paft, or morrow's next defign» 
But of offenfe and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night s methought 35. 
Clofe at mine car one call'd me forth to walk 
With gentle voice, I thought it thine } it faid. 
Why (leep^ft thou, Eve ? now is the pleafant time. 
The cool, the fdent, fave where (ilence yields 
T9 the night-warbling bird, that now awake 40 

Tunes fweeteft his love-laborM fong $ now reigns 
Full orbM the moon, and with more pleafmg light 
Shadowy fets off the face of things j in vain. 
If none regard $ Heaven wakes with all his eyes, 
Wiiom to behold but thee. Nature's defire ? 4$ 

In whofc fight all things joy, with raviihment 
Attra^ed by thy beauty dill to gaze. 
I rofe as at thy call, but found thee not ; 
To find thee I dire£led then my walk j 
And on, methought, alone I pafsM through ways 50 . 
That brought me on a fudden to the tree 
Ofintcrdi^d knowledge ; £air *\t £tWD: ^» 
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Much fairer to my fancy than by day : 

And as I wondering lookM, befide it ftood 

One (hap'd and wingM like one of thofe fxx>m Heaven 

By us oft feen $ his dewy locks diftillM 

Ambrofia ; on that tree he alfo gazM $ 

And O fair plant, faid he, with fruit f\ircharg*d. 

Deigns none to eafe thy load and tafte thy fweet, 

Nor God, nor Man ? is knowledge fo defpisM ? 60 

Or envy"* or what rcferve forbids to tafte ? 

Forbid who will, none ihall from me withhold 

Longer thy offered good, why elfe fet here ? 

This faid, he pausM not, but with ventrous arm 

He pluck'd, he tafted ; me damp horror chillM 6 c 

At fuch bold words vouchM with a deed fo bold: 

But he thus overjoy'd, O fruit divine, 

Sweet of thyfelf, but much more fweet thus cropt. 

Forbidden here, it feems, as only fit 

Fof Gods, yet able to make Gods of Men : 70 

And why not Gods of Men, iince good, the more 

Communicated, more abundant grows. 

The author not impairM, but honored more ? 

Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve, 

Partake thou alfo ; happy though thou art, 75 

Happier thou may' ft be, worthier canft not be : 

Tafte this, and be henceforth among the Gods 

Thyfelf a Goddefs, not to earth confinM, 

But fometimes in the air, as we, fometlmcs 

Afcend to Heaven, by merit thine, and fee S» 

What life the Gods live there, and fucVv \vit XiciQW*.. 

So Cs^ying, he drew nigh, and to mc Vvddi 
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Ev'n to my mouth of that iame fhiit held port 
Which he had pluckM; the pleaftnt favory fmeil 
S9 quickened appetite, that I, methonght, S5 

Could not but tafte. Forthwidi up to the clouds 
With him I flew, and underneath beheld 
The ^arth outftretch'd immeoi'ey a profpe6^ wide 
And various : wondring at my flight and change 
f9 this high exaltation ; fuddenly 90 

My guide was gone, and I, methought, funk down. 
And felt aAeep ; but O how glad I wak'd 
To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her night 
Related, and thus Adam anfwer'd fad. 

Beft image of myfelf and dearer half, 95 

iThe trouble of thy thoughts this night in flccp 
AfFe6ls me equally i nor can I like 
This uncotith dream, of evil fpiomg I fear ; 
Yet evil whence ? in thee can harbour none, 
treated pure. But know that in the foul lo« 

Are many lefTer faculties, that ferve 
Reafon as chiefs among thefe fancy next 
Her office holds ; of all external things. 
Which the five watchful fenfes reprefent. 
She forms imaginations, aery ihapes, 105 

Which reafon joining or disjoining, fi'ames 
All what we' affirm or what deny, and call 
Our knowledge or opinion j then retires 
Into her private cell when nature refts. 
Oft in her abfence mimic fancy wakes 119 

"Tb imitate her; but misjoining ihapes, 
WjJd works produces oft» and xno& vi dreams* 

^J3l 
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etching words and deeds long paft or late. 
Aich refemblances methinks I find 
ir laft evening^s talky in this thy dreamy 115 

urith addition ftrangc ; yet be not fad. 
into the Mind of God or Man 
come and go, Co nnapprovM, and leate 
»ot or blame behind : Which gives me hope 
what in fleep thou didft abhor to dream, 126 

ing thou never wilt confent to do. 
)t difheartenM then, nor cloud thofe looks, 
wont to be more chearful and fcrene, 
. when fair morning firil fmiles on the world ; 
let us to our freih employments rife 115 

ng the groves, the fountains, and the flowers 
open now their choiceft bofomM fmells, 
vM from night, and kept for thee in ftore. 
cheated he his fair fpoufe, and fhe was chear^d, 
ilently a gentle tear let fall 13^ 

. cither eye, and wip'd them with her hair j 
other precious drops that ready flood, 
in their cryftal fluce, he ere they fell 
d, as the gracious figns of fwcet remorfe 
pious awe, that feared to have ofl«nded. 135 

all was clearM, and to the field they hafle. 
irfl, from under fliady arbo'rous roof 
as they forth were come to open fight 
ly-fpring, and the fun, who fcarce up rifen, 
i wheels yet hovering o>r die ocean brim^ 144 
parallel to the earth his dewy ray, 
>variog^ ia wide luidikip all tht tail 
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Of Paradife and Eden's happy plains. 

Lowly they bow'd adoring^ and began 

,Their orifons, each morning duly paid 145 

In various {tile ; for neither various ftile 

Nor holy rapture wanted they to praife 

Their Maker, in fit ftrains pronouncM or fung 

Unmeditated, fuch prompt eloquence 

JFJow'd from their lips, in profe or numerous verfe, 150 

More tuneable than needed lute or harp 

To add more fweetnefs j and they thus began. 

Thefe are tliy glorious works. Parent of good. 
Almighty, thine this univerfal frame. 
Thus wondrous fair 5 thyfelf how wondrous then! 155 
Unfpeakable, who iitft above thefe heavens 
To us invifible, or dimly feen 
In thefe thy loweft works 5 yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and pow*r divine, 
gpcak ye who beft can tell, ye fons of light, j6o 

Angels J for ye behold him, and with fongs 
And choral fymphonies, day without night. 
Circle his throne rejoicing; ye in Heaven, 
On Earth join all ye Creatures to extol 
Kim firil, him laft, him midit, and without end. 165 
Faireft of ftars, laft in the train of night. 
If better thou belong not to the dawn. 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'ft the fmiling mom 
With thy bright circlet, praife him in thy fphere. 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of prime. 170 

Thou Sun, of this great world both eye and foul. 
Acknowledge him thy ^reat&r, found his praiib 
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In thy eternal coiirfe, both when thou climb'ft, 
And when high noon haft gain'd, and when thou fall'ft. 
Moon, that now meet'ft the orient fun, now fly*ft, 175 
With the fixM ftars, fixM in their orb that flies. 
And ye five other wandering fires that move 
In myftic dance not without fong, refound 
His praife, who out of darknefs callM-up light. 
Air, and ye Elements, the cldeft birth 180 

Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform j and mix 
And nourifli all things ; let your ceafelefs change 
Vary to our great Maker ftill new praife. 
Ye Mifts and Exhalations that now rife 185 

From hill or fteaming lake, du(ky or gray. 
Till the fun paint your fleecy fkirts with gold, 
In honor to the world's great Author rife. 
Whether to deck with clouds th' uncolor'd flcy. 
Or wet the thirfty earth with falling fhowers, 190 

Riflng or falling ftill advance his praife. 
His praife, ye Winds, that from four quarters blow, 
Breathe foft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye Pines, 
With every plant, in fign of worfliip wave. 
Fountains and ye, that warble, as ye flow, 195 

Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praife. 
Join voices, all ye living Souls : ye Birds, 
That finging up to Heaven gate afcend, 
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praife. 
Yc that in waters glide, and ye that walk aoo 

The earth, and ftately tread, or lowly creep j 
Witnefs if I be fiJent, morn or even, 
Voi.L L "^^ 
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To hill or valley, fountain, or frefli /hade 

Made vocal by my fong, and taught his praife* 

Hail univerfal Lord, be bounteous ftill 105 

To give us only good j and if the night 

Have gathered ought of evil or conceard, 

Difperfe it, as now light difpels the dark. 

So prayM they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Firm peace recovcr'd foon and wonted calm. 119 

On to their moming*s rural work they hafte 
Among fweet dews and flow'rs j where any row 
Of fruit-trees over-woody reachM too far 
Their pamper 'd boughs, and needed hands to check 
Fruitlefs embraces : or they led the vine ai c 

To wed her elm j fhe fpous'd about him twines 
Her marriageable ai'ms, and with her brings 
Her dow'r th' adopted clufters, to adorn 
His barren leaves. Them thus employed beheld 
With pity Heav'n's high king, and to him call'd azo. 
Kaphael, the fociable Spi'rit, that deign'd 
To travel with Tobias, and fecur'd 
His marriage with the fev'ntimes-wedded maid. 

Raphael, faid he, thou hear'ft what ftir on Earth 
Satan from Hell fcapM through the darkfome gulf tap 
Hath raisM in Paradife, and how difturb'd 
This night the human pair, how he defigns 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Convcrfe with Adam, in what bow'r or ihade %^^ 
Thou find"'ft him from the heat of noon retir^df 
To refpit his day-labor wilU repaft^ 
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Or with repofe ; and fuch difcourfe bring on. 

As may advife him of his happy ftate, 

Happinefs in his pow^r left free to will, 235 

Left to his own free will, his will tliough free. 

Yet mutable ; whence warn him to beware 

He fwerve not too fecure : tell him withal 

His danger, and from whom ^ what enemy, 

Late fairn himfelf from Heaven, is plotting now 240 

The fall of others from like ftate of blifs } 

By violence ? no, for that (hall be withftood j 

But by deceit and lites i this let him know. 

Left wilfully tranfgrefling he pretend 

Sorprifal, unadmonifhM, unforewamM. 145 

So fpake th* eternal Father, and fulfilled 
All juftice : nor delay'd the winged Saint 
After his charge received : but from among 
Thoufand celeftial Ardors, where he flood 
Veird with his gorgeous wings, up fpringing light 250 
Flew through the midft of Heav'n 5 th' angelic quires. 
On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way 
Through all th' empyreal road $ till at the gate 
Of Heaven arriv'd, the gate felf-open'd wide 
9n golden hinges turning, as by work 255 

Divine the fovran Architeft had framM, 
From hence no cloud, or, to obftiiift his fight, 
Star interpos'd, however fmall he fees. 
Not unconform to other ihining globes, 
Ecirth and the gard'n of God, with cedars crownM 260 
Above all hills. As when by night the glafs 
Of Galileo, Icfs aifur^d^ obfervea 

L %. \aa.%vcC^ 
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Imaging lands and regions in the moon : 
Or pilot, from araidft the Cyclades 
JDelos or Samos firft a^^earing, kens 365 

A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight 
He fpceds, and through the vaft ethereal fky 
Sails between worlds and worlds, with fteddy wing 
Now on the polar winds, then with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air $ till within foar %y9 

Of tow'ring eagles, to' all the fowls he feems 
A Phoenix, gazM by all, as that fole bird. 
When to inihrine his reliques in the fun's 
Bright temple, to Egyptian Thebes he flics. 
At once on th' eaftern cliff of Paradifc 175 

He lights, and to his proper fhapc returns 
A Seraph wingM 5 fix wings he wore, to (hade 
His lineaments divine; the pair that clad 
Each flioulder broad, came mantling o'er his breaft 
With regal ornament ; the middle pair aS^ 

Girt like a ftarry zone his wafle, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs with downy gold 
And colors dipt in Heav'n $ the third his feet 
Shadow'd from either heel with feather'd mail, 
Sky-tin6lur'd grain. Like Maia's fon he ftood> 2S5 
And fliook his plumes, that heav'nly fragrance flll'd 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the bandt 
Of Angels under watch 5 and to his ftate. 
And to his mefTage high in honor rife $ 
For on fome meflage high they guefs'd him bound. t$9 
Their glittering tents he pafs'd, and now is come 
Juto the blif$ful field, t]biougVi ^q^n^^ of niyn-by 



V. PARADISE LOST. hJ 

low Ving odors, caifia, nard, and balm; 

lernefs of fweets ; for Nature here 

)n'das in her prime, and play'd at will 295 

rgin fancies, pouring forth more fweet, 

above rule or art; enormous blifs. 

irough the fpicy foreft onward come 

difcernM, as in the door he fat 

cool bow'r, while now the mounted fun 300 

own direct his fervid rays to warm 

J inmoft womb, more warmth than Adam needs : 

vc within, due at her hour preparM 

iner favory fruits, of tafte to plcafe 

ppetite, and not difrelifti thirft 3^5 

ta'rous draughts between, from milky ftream, 

)r grape : to whom thus Adam call'd. 

e hither Eve, and worth thy fight behold 

rd among thofe trees, what glorious (hape 

this way moving; feems another morn 3i« 

n mid-noon ; fome great beheft from Heaven 

perhaps he brings, and will vouchfafe 

ay to be our gueft. But go with fpeed, 

hat thy ftores contain, bring forth, and pour 

ance, fit to honor and receive 3 1 S 

iv'nly ftranger : well we may afford 

rers their own gifts, and large beftow 

arge beftow'd, where Nature multiplies 

til growth, and by di(burd'ning grows 

ruitful, which inftrudls us not to fpare. 34« 

(rhom thus Eve. Adam, earth's halloVdYcvsAA, 

I JnfpiYd, fmall ftore will fcrvc, vrYifct^ ^ot^, 

L 1 K^^ 
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All feafons, ripe for ufe hangs on the italic j 

Save what by frugal ftoring firmnefs gains 

To nouriihy and fuperfluous moift confumes : 34 J 

But I will haile, and from each bough and brake, 

Each plant and jucieft gourd, will pluck fuch choice 

To entertain our Angel gueft, as he 

Beholding fhall confefs, that here on Earth 

God hath difpensM his bounties as in Heaven. 33^^ 

So faying, with difpatchful looks in hafte 
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to choofe for delicacy beft. 
What order, fo contrivM as not to mix 
Taftes, not well join'd, inelegant, but bring 335 

Taftejifter tafte upheld with kindlieft change; 
Beftirs-her then, and from each tender ftalk 
Whatever Earth all-beaiing mother yields 
In India Ealt or Weft, or middle (hore 
Iff Pontus or the Punic coaft, or where 34.^ 

Alcinous rcigpiM, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Kough or fmooth rin*d, or bearded huik, or ihelly 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unfparing hand; for drink the grape 
-She crufhes, inofFenfive mutt, and meaths 345 

From many a berry', and from fweet kernels prefs'd 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit velTels pure, then ftrows the ground 
With rofe and odors from the fhrub unfum'd. 

Mean while our primitive great fire, to meet 356 
Jils God-like gueft, walks forth, without more train 
Accompanied thah with his ovm coXK^\tXfe 

i 
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Perfe^ions ; in himfelf was all his ftatc, 

More^folemn than the tedious pomp that waits 

On princes, when their rich retinue long 355 

Of horfes led, and grooms befmearM with gold, 

Dazles the croud, and fets them all agape. 

Nearer his prefence Adam though not aw'd. 

Yet with fubmifs approach and reverence meek. 

As to' a fuperior nature, bowing low, 360 

Thus faid. Native of Heav'n, for other place 

None can than Heav'n fuch glorious fhape contain ; 

Since by defcending from the thrones above, 

Thofe happy places thou haft deignM a while 

To want, and honor thefe, vouchfafe with us 3^5 

Two' only, who yet by fovran gift pofiefs 

This fpacious ground, in yonder fhady bower 

To reft, and what the garden choiceft bears '. 

To fit and tafte, till this meridian heat 

fie/)ver, and the fun more cool decline. 370 

Whom thus th' angelic Virtue anfwer'd mild. 
Adam, I therefore came, nor art tliou fuch 
Created, or fuch place haft here to dwell, 
As may not oft invite, though Spirits of Heaven, 
To vifit thee 5 lead on then where thy bower 375 

O'erfliades ; for thefe mid-hours, till evening rife, 
I have at will. So to the fylvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's ai'bor fmil'd 
With flow'rets deck'd and fragrant fmells ; but Eve 
Undcck'd fave with herfelf, more lovely fair 380 

ThaB Wood-Nymph, or the faireft Goddefs feign'd 
Of three that in mount Ida naked ftiove^ 

L4.' ^^^^ 
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Stood to' entertain her gueft from Heav'n ; no veil 
She needed, virtue-proof; no thought infirm 
AlterM her cheek. On whom the Angd Hail 385 
Beftow'd, the holy falutation us'd 
Long after to blett Mary, fecond Eve. 

Hail Mother of Mankind, whofe fruitful womb 
Shall fill the world more numerous with thy fons. 
Than with thefe various fruits the trees of God 390 
Have heapM this table. RaisM of graffy turf 
Their table was, and moffy feats had round. 
And on her ample fquare from fide to fide 
All autumn pilM, though fpring and autumn here 
DancM hand in hand. A while difcourfe they hold$ 
No fear left dinner cool ; when thus began 
Our author. Heavenly ftranger, pleafe to tafte 
Thefe bounties, which our Nouri flier, from whom 
All perfedl good, unmeafur'd out, defcends. 
To us for food and for delight hath caused. 400 

The earth to yield 5 unfavory food perhaps 
To fpiritual natures j only this I know. 
That one celeftial Father gives to all. 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives 
(Whofe praife be ever fung) to Man in part 405 

Spiritual, may of pureft Spirits be found 
No' ingrateful food : and food alike thofe pure 
Intelligcntial fubftances require, 
As doth your rational ; and both contain 
Within them every lower faculty 410 

Offenfe, whereby they hear, fee, fmell, touch> tafte, 
Ta/iing concoSif digeft, affimvUte, 



<Kxv^ 



BookV. PARADISE LOST. 155 

And coqK>real to incorporeal turn. 

For know, whatever was created, needs 

To be fuftainM and fed ; of elements 41 5 

The gfroffer feeds tlie purer, earth the fea, 

Earth and the fea feed air, the air thofe fires 

Ethereal, and as loweft firft the moon ; 

Whence in her vifage round thofe fpots, unpurg'd 

Vapors not yet into her fubftance tum'd. 420 

Nor doth the moon no nourifhment exhale 

From her moift continent to higher orbsl 

The fun, that light impaits to all, receives 

From all his alimental recompenfe 

In humid exhalations, and at even 425 

Sups with the ocean. Though in Heav'n the trees 

Of life ambrofial fruitage bear, and vines 

Yield neftar ; though from off the boughs each mom 

We bruih mellifluous dews, and find the ground 

Cover'd with pearly grain : yet God hath here 43a 

Varied his bounty fo with new delights. 

As may compare with Heaven ; and to tafte 

Think not I fhall be nice. So dovm they fat. 

And to their viands fell ; nor feemingly 

The Angel, nor in mid, the common glofs 435 

Of Theologians ; but with keen difpatch 

Of real hunger, and conco6live heat 

To tranfubftantiatc : what redounds, tranfpires 

Through Spi'rits with eafe 5 nor wonder j if by fire 

Of footy coal th^ empiric alchemift 440 

Can turn, or holds it poffible to turn, 

Metals of droOicA ore to perfed gold 
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As from the mine. Mean while at table Eve 

Miniftcr'd naked, and their flowing cnps 

With pleafant liquors crown'd : O innocence 445 

Deferving Paradife ! if ever, then. 

Then had the fons of God rtccufe to' have been 

Enamoured at that light ; but in thofe hearts 

JLove Hnlibidinous reign'd, nor jealoufy 

M^As underftocJd, the injurM lover's Hell. 4.50 

Thus when with meats and drinks they had fufEc'dy 
Not burdened tiature, fudden mind arofe 
In Adam, not to let th' occafion pafs 
Giv'n him by this great conference to know 
Of things above his world, and of their being 455 
Whb 3>Vdl in Heav'n, whofe excellence he faw 
Tranfcend his own fo far, whofe radiant forms 
Divine effulgence, whofe high pow'r fo far 
Exceeded human, and his wary fpeech 
Thiis to th' empyreal minifter he fram'd. 460 

Inhabitant with God, now know I well 
Thy favor, in this honor done to Man, 
Under whofe lowly roof thou, haft vouchfafd 
To enter, and thefe earthly fruits to talte. 
Food not of Angels, yet accepted fo, 465 

As that more willingly thou couldft not feem 
At Heaven's high fcafts to' have fed : yet what compare ? 

To whom the winged Hierarch reply'd. 
O Adain, one Almighty is, from whom 
AH things proceed, and up to him return, 470 

If not depraved from good, created all 
Such to perfeSiion, one litft tci^xxw ^^» 
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td with various forms, various degrees 
bftance, and in things that live, of life $ 
aorc refin'd, more fpiritous, and pure, 475 

jaref to him plac'd or nearer tending 
in their feveral aftive fpheres aflign'd, 
)ody up to fpirit work, in bounds 
jrtion'd to each kind. So from the root 
gs lighter the green ftalk, from thence the leaveS 
aery, laft the bright confummate flower 
s odoroUs breathes : flow'rs and their fruit, 
s nourifhment, by gradual fcale fublim'd, 
tal fpi'rits afpire, to animal, 
telle6lual ; give both life and fenfe, 48^ 

'• and underftanding 5 whence the foul 
n receives, and reafon is her beings 
rfive, or intuitive ; difcourfe 
ift yours, the latter moft is ours, 
ing but in degree, of kind the fame. 499 

ler not then, what God for you faw good 
ifufe not, but convert, as you, 
oper fubflance : time may come, when Men 
Angels may participate, and find 
convenient di'et, nor too light fare ; 49 j 

Tom thefe corporal nutriments perhaps 
bodies may at laft turn all to fpirit, 
v'd by traft of time, and wing'd afccnd 
;al, as we, or may at choice 
)r in heavenly Paradifes dwell 5 50O 

be found obedient, and fetaia 
'nbly £rm hi9 l<nt entire^ 
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Whofe progeny you are. Mean while enjoy 

Your fill what happinefs this happy ftatc 

Can comprehend, incapable of more. 505 

To whom the patriarch of mankind reply'd. 
O favourable Spi'rit, propitious gueft. 
Well haft thou taught the way that might diredb 
Our knowledge, and the fcale of nature fet 
From center to circumference, whereon 51a 

In contemplation of created things 
By fteps we may afcend to God. But fay. 
What meant that caution join'd. If ye be found 
Obedient ? can we want obedience then 
To him, or poilibly his love defert, 515 

Who form'd us from the duft, and plac'd us here 
Full to the utmoft meafure of what blifs 
Human defires can feek or apprehend ? 

To whom the Angel. Son^ of Heav'n and Earth, 
Attend : That thou art happy, owe to God | $^9 

That thou continueft fuch, owe to thyfelf. 
That is, to thy obedience ; therein ftand. 
This was that caution giv'^n thee ; be advis'd. 
God made thee perfeft, not immutable 5 
And good he made thee, but to perfevere $t$ 

He left it in thy pow'r ; ordain'd thy will 
By nature free, not over-rulM by fate 
Inextricable, or ftri6l neceflity i 
Our voluntary fervice he requires, 
N/)t our neceffitated j fuch with him 530 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find 5 for how 
Can hearts, not free, be try'^NvV^xltkax xiaK^ fer«^ 
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ng or no, who will but what they muft 
:ftiny, and can no other choofe ? 
If and all th* angelic hoft, that ftand 535 

ht of God enthroned, our happy ftate 

as you yours, while our obedience holds ; 
lier furety none ; freely we ferve, 
ifc we freely love, as in our will 
ve or not ; in this we ftand or fall : 540 

Pome are falPn, to difobedience fallen, 
fo from Heav'n to deepeft Hell 5 O fall 

what high ftate of blifs into what woe ! 

whom our great progenitor. Thy words 
itive, and with more delighted car, 545 

e inftruftor, I have heard, than when 
ibic fongs by night from neighboring hills 
il mufic fend : nor knew I not 
! both will and deed created free; 
lat we never ihall forget to love 55* 

*laker, and obey him whofe command 
; is yet fo juft, my conftant thoughts 
'd me', and ftill affure : though what thou telPft 
pafsM in Heav'n, fome doubt within me move, 
lore deiire to hear, if thou confent, 555 

ill! relation, which muft needs be ftrange, 
hy of facrcd filence to be heard j 
we have yet large day, for fcarce the fun 
finiftiM half his journey', and fcarce begins 
ther half in the great zone of Heav'n. 560 

us Adam made requeft ; and Raphael 

ihojtp3ij/e a/Tcntijig; thu9 bega&t 
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High matter thou injoin^fl roe% O prime of men^ 
Sad taik and hard } for how (hall I relate 
To human fenfe th' inviilble exploits ^6^ 

Of waning Spirits ? how without remorfe 
The ruin of fo many glorious once 
And perfed while they ftood ? how laft uafold 
The fecrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? yet for thy good 570 

This is diipens'd ; and what furmounts the reach 
Of human fenfe, I (hall delineate fo. 
By likening fpiritual to corporal forms. 
As may cxprefs them beft ; though what if Earth 
Be but the (hadow' of Heav'n, and things therein 575 
Each to^ other like, more than on earth is thought? 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign'd where thefeHeav'ns now roll, where Earth now 
Upon her center pois'd ; when on a day £refts 

(For time, though in eternity, apply'd 5S0 

To motion,, meafures all things d\u*able 
By prefent, pafl, and future) on fuch day 
As Heav'n's great year brings forth, th* empyreal hoft 
Of Angels by imperial fummons callM, 
Innumerable before th' Almighty's throne 585 

Forthwith from all the ends of Hcavn appeared 
Under their Hierarchs in orders bright : 
Ten thoufand thoufand enfigns high advancM^ 
Standards and gonfalons "twixt van and rear * 
Stream in the air, and for diftin6lion ferve 5^ 

Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees 5 
Or In their glittering tUTu^^ V)«?iX \s»l)Ux'd 
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Holy memorials, a6ls of zeal and love 

Recorded eminent. Thus when in orb& 

Of circuit inexpreflible they flood, 59^ 

Orb within orb, the Father infinite. 

By whom in blifs imbofomM fat the Son, 

Amidfl as from a flaming mount, whofe top 

Brightnefs had made invifible, thus fpake. 

Hear all ye Angels, progeny of light, 6oq 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, VirtueSj^ Powers^ 
Hear my decree, which unrevoked fhall fUnd. 
This day I have begot whom I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 60 j^ 

At my right hand; your head I him appoint | 
And by myfelf have fworn to him ihall bow 
All knees in Heav'n, and ihall confefs him Lord i 
Under his great vice-gerent reign abide 
United as one individual foul ^^^ 

For ever happy ; Him who difobeys. 
Me difobeys, breaks union, and that day, 
Caft out from God and bleffed vifion, falls 
Into^ utter darknefs, deep ingulPd, his place 
OrdainM without redemption, without end. 615 

80 fpake th' Omnipotent, and with his words 
All feem'd well pleased ; all feem'd, but were not alU 
That day, as other folemn days, they fpent 
In fong and dance about the facred hill ; ^ 

Myftical dance, which yonder itarry fphere 6z> 

Of planets and of fix'd in all her wheels 
Rcfembles neaieft^ mazes intricate, 
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Eccentric, intcnrolv'd, yet regular , 

Then moft, when moft irregular they fefm j 
And in their motions harmony divine ^i^ 

So fmooths her charming tones, that God*ft own ear 
Liftens delighted. Evening now approached 
(For we have alfo' our evening and our mom. 
We ours for change delegable, not need) 
Forthwith from dance to fweet repaft they turn 630 
Defirous ; all in circles as they ftood, 
Tables are fet, and on a fudden pil'd 
With Angels food, and rubied neftar flows 
In pearl, in diamond, and maify gold. 
Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of Heaven. 635 
On flow'rs repos'd, and with frefli flowerets crown'd, 
They eat, they drink, and in communion fweet 
Quaff immortality and joy, fecure 
Of furfeit where full meafure only bounds 
Xxctfs, before th' all-bounteous King, who (howr*d 
With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 
Now when ambrofial night with clouds exhalM 
From that high mount of God, whence light and fhade 
Spring both, the face of brighteft Heav'n had changed 
To grateful twilight (for night comes not there 645 
In darker veil) and rofeat dews difposM 
All but th' unflecping eyes of God to refl 5 
Wide over all the plain, and wider far 
Than all this globous earth in plain outfpread, 
(Such are the courts of God) th' angelic throng, 650 
DifpersM in bands and files, their camp extend 
^/ living ilrcams among the Uxc» of life, 
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Pavilions numberlefsy and fuddcn rear'd^ 
Celeflial tabernacles, where they flept 
r FaonM with cool winds j fave thofe who in their courfe 
Melodious hymns about the fovran throne 
Alternate all night long : but not fo wak'd 
Satan ^ fo call him now, his foimer name 
Is heard no more in Heaven j he of the firft, 
|f not the firft Arch- Angel, great in power, 660 

In favor and preeminence, yet fraught 
With envy' againft the Son of God, that day 
Honored by his great Father, and proclamM 
MeiHah ;King anointed, could not bear 
Through pride that fight, and thought himfelfimpairM. 
Deep malice thence conceiving and difdain. 
Soon as midnight brought on the dulky hour 
Frieudlieft to deep and filence, he refolv'd 
With all his legions to diflodge, and leave 
Unworfhipt, unobeyed the throne fupreme 670 

Contemptuous, and his next fubordinate 
Awak'ning^ thus to him in fecret fpake. 

Sleep' ft thou. Companion dear, what fleep can clofe 
Thy eye-lids ? and remember'ft what decree 
Of ycfterday, fo late hath pafs'd the lips 675 

Of Heav'n's Almighty. Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waft wont, I mine to thee was wont to' impart j 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy deep diftent ? New laws thou feeft impos'd j 
}4ew laws from him who reigns, new minds may raife 
in us who ferve, new ccunfels, to debate 
What doubtful may enfye : more in tlu« ^Va^t^ 

VoL.L M '^^ 
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To utter is not fafe. Aflemblc thou 

Of all thofe myriads which we lead the chief; 

Tell them that by command, ere yet dim night 685 • 

Her (hadowy cloud withdraws, I aita to hofte. 

And all who under me their baliners wave. 

Homeward with flying march where we pofleft 

The quarters of the north ; there to prepare 

Fit entertainment to receivt our king S90 

The great Mcfliah, and his new commands^ 

Who fpeedily through all the hierarchies 

Intends to pafs triumphant, and give laws. 

So fpake the falfe Arch-Anj^l, and infused 
Bad influence into th* unwary breaft 695 

Of his aflbciate : he together calls, 
Or feveral one by one, the regent Powers, 
Under him regent ; tells, as he was taught. 
That the moft High commanding, now ere night. 
Now ere dim night had difmcumberM Heaven, 700 
The great hierarchal ftandard was to move i 
Tells the fuggefted caufe, and cafts betw^n 
Ambiguous words and jealoufies, ^o found 
Or taint integrity : but all obeyed 
The wonted fignal, and fuperior voice 705 

Of their great potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heaven ; 
His countenance, as the morning ilar that guidet 
The ftarry flock, allur*d them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of Heaven's hoft. 710 
Mean while th' eternal eye, whofe fight difcerns 
Ablbvfed tboughtsi from {oxX\i\i\% \iqV^ \aount 
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And from withiii the golden lamps that burn 
Nightly bef^Y him, faw without their light 
'Kjehellion rifing, faw in whom, how fpread 715 

Among the Tons of morn, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppofe his high decree j 
And fmiling to his only Son thus faid. 

Son, thoii in whom my glory I behold 
In full refplendence. Heir of all my mighty *^2d 

Nearly it now concerns us to be fure 
Of our omnipotence, and with what arrts 
We mean to hold what anciently we clame 
Of deity or empire j fuch a foe 

It rlfmg, who intends to' ereft his throne 725 

Equal to oUrs, throughout the fpacious north } 
Nor fo content, hath in hi« thought to try 
In battel, what our pow'r is, or our Hght* 
Let us advifc, and to this hazard draw 1 

With fpeed what force is left, and all employ 730 
In our defenfe, left unawares we lofe 
This our high place, our fanftuary, out hill* 

To whom the Son with calm afpeft and clears 
Lightning divine, ineffable, ferene. 
Made anfwer. Mighty Father^ thou thy fots ^35 
Juftly haft in derifjon, and fceure 
Laugh'ft at their vain •dcffigns and tumuks tMn^ 
Mattel* to me of glory, whom their hate 
lUuibrates, when diey iee all regal power 
.Giv*n me t» quoll their pride, and in erenC ^40 

Know whether . I be deatrous to fttbdtte 

Ml ' 
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So fpakt the Son ; but Satan with his powert 
Far was advanced on winged fpeed> an hoft 
Innumerable as the ftars of night, 745 ^ 

Or ftars of morning, dew-drops, which the fun 
Impearls on every leaf and every flower. 
Regions they pafsM, the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim and Potentates and Thrones 
In their triple degrees ; regions to which 750 

All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
'Irhan what this garden is to all the earthy 
And all the fea, from one entire globofe 
Stretch'd into longitude j which having pafs'd 
At length into the limits of the north 755 

They came, and Satan to his royal feat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 
Raised on a mount, with pyramids and towers 
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold ; 
The palace of great Lucifer, (fo call j$m 

That ftrufture in the dialed of men 
Interpreted) which not long after, he ' ; 

Affe^g all equality with God, , 

In imitation of that mount whereon 
MeiRah was declared in fight of Heaven, 765 

The Mountain of the Congregation call'd ; 
For thithtr be afiembled all his train, 
Pretending fo commanded to confult 
About the great reception of their king, • 
Thither to come, and with calumnious art 770 

O/rciiiiterfeited truth thus held their ears. 

Thromt$, l>ominations ,Pt\Yk«^oTEi»)N\stia»%^^Qweri, 
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If thefe magnific titles yet remain 

Not mei-ely titular, fince by decree 

Another now hath to himfelf ingrofs*d 775 

All pow*r, and us eclipsM under the name 

Of King anointed, for whom all this hafte 

Of midnight march, and hurried meeting here^ 

This only to coinfult, how we may beft 

With what may be devisM of honors new 7 So 

Receive him coming to receive from us 

Knee-tribute yet unpaid, proftration vile, 

Too much to one, but double how indurM 

To one and to his image now jH^clamM > 

Sut what if better counfels might ere6^ 7S5 

Our minds, and teach us to caft off this yoke ? 

Will ye fubmit your necks, and choofe to bend 

The fupple knee ? ye will not, if I truft 

To know ye ri^t, or if yc know yourfelves 

Natives and fons of Heav'n poflefs'd before 790 

By none, and if not equal all, yet free, 

Equally free ) for orders and degrees 

Jar not with liberty, but well conftft. 

Who can in reafon then or right aflame 

Monarchy over fuch as live by right 795 

His equals, if in pow'r and fplendor lefs. 

In freedom equal ? or can introduce 

Law and edi£l on us, who without law 

Err not ? much lefs for this to be our Lord, 

And look for'^oration to th* abufe S60 

Of thofe imperial titles, which aflert 

Our being ordain \Lto govern, not to &rrt« 

Ms "^^"^^ 
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Thus far his bold difcoiarfe without controU ' • 
Had audience, when among the 8craphim 
Abdiel, than whom none with more ze«l adorM I05 
The Deity*, and divine conunands obey'd. 
Stood up, and in a flame of zeal fcvere 
The current of his fury thus opposed. 

O argument bla^h^mous, falfe nnd provd I 
Words which no ear ever to hear in Heav**!! f ii» 

Expected, leaft of all from thee, Ingrate> 
In place thyfelf fo high above thy peers. 
Canft thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The juft decree of God, pronounced and fworii» 
That to his only Son by right indued $15: 

With regal fcepter, every foul in Heaven 
Shall bfnd the knee, and in that honor due 
Confefs him rightful king ? unjuft, thou (ky*ft» 
Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the free. 
And equal over equals to let reign, t%0 

One over all with unfucceeded power. 
Shalt thou give law to God, ihalt thou difpute 
With him the points of liberty, who made 
Thee what thou art, and formM the Pow'rs of Heaven 
Such as he pleasM, and circumfcrib^d their being } 
Yet by experience taught we know how good. 
And of our good and of our dignity 
How provident he is, how far from thought 
To make us lefs, bent rather to exalt 
Our happy ftate under os^c head more near f ^9 

United. But to grant it thee unjuft. 
That equal over tqualt mo&a^ck ici^ « 
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Thyfelf though great and glorious doft diou coun^ 

Or all aiigcHc nature joined in one> 

£i|ual to hi» hegotts n Son ? by whom ^35 

As by his Word the mighty Father made . 

All things, ev'n thee; and aU the Spi'rits of Heaven 

By him created in tiueir hri^t degrees, . 

CrownM them \irith glory*, and to theii* glory nam*d 

TJirones, Dominations, PrinoedomS) Virtue, jPowersy 

Efiential Pow'rs ; nor by his veign obfcur'd^ 

But more iUuftrious made ; iince he the head 

One of our number thus reduced becomes $ 

His laws our laws ; all honor to him done 

^Returns our own. Ceafe then this impious xage, $4.$ 

And tempt not thefe $ but haften to appeafe 

Th' incenfed Father, and th** incenfed Son, 

While pardon may be found in time befoagiHt* 

So fpake the fenrent Angel ; but his seal 
Vofte feconded, as out of £eafo;) j^dgV}, ^50 

Or fingnlar and rafh, wh^eat rejolc'd 
Th* Apoftate« and nww havigl9.ty thus reply^d. 
That we were fbrm'd thw, fay'i^ .thpw ? *wl ^ work 
Of fecondary hands, by ta£k «'ans£en-'d 
Ffxim Father to his Son I (kmng^ point and neytr 1 855 
Doftrin which we would know whence learn'd : who fa>«r 
When this creation was ? remember'^ thou 
Thy making, while the Maker gave thee ^KWRg? 
We know no time when we were npt as ^ow| 
Kj(U)w none feefore us, fejf-'hcgot, felf-rajs'd Sfio' 

By our own quick'ning powV, when fatal Q9W^ 
Had circled his full Arb^ the birth malxucft 

M ^ ^'^ 
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of this our native Heartily ethereal font* 

Our puiflance is our own ; oiu* own right hand 

Shall teach us higheft deeds, by proof to try 94$ 

Who is our equal t then thou flialt behold 

Whether by fupplication we intend 

Addrefs, and to begirt th* almighty throne 

Befeeching or befieging. This rqKMty 

Thefe tidings carry to th* anointed Kingi fyo 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. 

He faid, and as the found of waters deep 
Hoarfe murmur echoed to his words applaufe 
Through the infinite hoft$ nor lefs for that 
The flaming Seraph fearlefs, though alone 975 

Incompafi'd round with foes, thus anfwer'd bold* 

O alienate from God, O Spi'rit accurt^d^ 
Forfaken of all good; I fee thy fall 
Determined, and thy haplefs crew involved 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread IS0 

Both of thy crime and punifliment : henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God^s MeiCah $ thofe indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchfaf 'd ; other decrees 
Againfl: thee are gone forth without recall ; %t$ 

That golden fcepter, which thou didft rejeft. 
Is now an iron rod to bruife and break 
Thy difobedience. Well thou didft adrife. 
Yet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
Thefe wicked tents devoted, left the wrath 190 

Impendent, raging into fudden flame 
JOiAittguUh tmti for foon cx]^to fttl 
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His thunder on thy head, devouring fire. 

Then who created thee lamenting learn, 

Wheh who can uncreate thee thou ihalt know* 895 

So fpake the Seraph Abdiel faithful found 
Among the faithlefs, faithful only he j 
Among innumerable falfe, unmovMy 
Unihakeny unfeduc'd» unterrify'd. 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 900 

Nor number, nor example with him wrought 
To fwerve from truth, or change his conftant mind 
Though (ingle. From amidft them forth he pafsM, 
Long way through hoftile fcom, which he fuftainM 
Superior, nor of violence fearM ought ; 905 

And with retorted fcom his back he turn'd 
On thofe proud towVs to fwift deib:u6Uon doomM. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Kaphael continues to rehlte how Michael and Gabriel 
were fent forth to battel againft Satan and kit 
Angels. Thefirft fight defcrib'd: Satan and his 
Powers retire under night : He calls a council, in- 
vents d^viliih engin^, which in the {fc<Ad day^s 
fight put Michael and his Angels to ^ome diforder z 
but thev at length pulling up mountains orer- 
whelmM both the force and machines of Satan: 
Yet the tumult not fo ending, God on the third 
day fends Messiah his Son, for whom he had re- 
fenr'd the glory of that viftory : He in the power 
of his Father coming to the place, and cauiing all 
his legions to ftand ftill on either fide, with his 
^chariot smd thunder driving into the mi^ilft gf Hit 
enemies, puriues them unable to reHft towards'^ the 
wall of Heaven ; which opening, they leap down 
with horror and confufion mto the place of punish- 
ment prepared for them in the deep; MESSIAH re« 
turns with triumph to his Father. 



t- m 1 



PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK VI. 

AL L night the dreadlefs Angel unpurfued 
Through Heav'n^s wide champain held bis way $ till 
Wak'd by the circling hours, with rofy hand [mom«, 
UnbarrM the gates of light. There is a cave 
Within the mount of God, fall by his throne, 5 

Where light and dafknefs in perpetual round 
Lodge and diilodge by turns, which n^ikes through 
Grateful viciffitude, like day and night; [Heaven 

Light liTues forth, and at the other door 
pbfequious darknefs enters, till her hour jo 

To veil the Heav'n, though darknefs there might well 
Seem twilight here : and now went forth the mom 
Such as in higheft Heaven, array'd in gold 
Empyreal ) from before her vaniih'd night. 
Shot through with orient beams ; when all the plain 15 
Covered with thick imbattePd fquadrons bright^ 
Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery deeds 
Refle£Ung blaze on blaze, firft met his view : 
War he perceiv*d, war in procin6V, and found 
/Already known what he for news had thought ao 

To have reported 1 gladly then he mix'd 
Among thofe friendly Pow'rs, who bim itcuN^^ 
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With joy and acclamations loud, that one» 

That of fo many myriads fairn> yet one 

Retum'd not loft : On to die facred hill t$ 

They led him high applauded, sind prefent 

Before the feat fupreme } from whence a voice 

From midft a golden cloud thus mild was heard. 

Servant of God, well done, well haft thou fought 
The better fight, who fingle haft maintainM 30 

Againft revolted multitudes the caufe 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms $ 
And for the teftimony' of truth haft borne 
Univerfal reproach, far worfe to bear 
Than violence; for this was all thy care^ 35 

To ftand approved in fight of God, though workU 
Judged thet perverfe : the eafter conqneft now 
Remains thee, aided by this hoft of friends, 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return 
Than fcom'd thou didft depart, and to fubdue 49 
By fbrce, who reafon for their law refufe. 
Right retfon for their law, and for thchr king 
Mefliah, who by right of merit reigns. 
Go Michael of celcftial armies prince. 
And thou in military prowefs next 45 

(jabiicl, lead forth to battel thcfe my fons 
Invincible, lead forth my armed Saints 
By thoufands and by millions rangM for fight. 
Equal in number to that Godlefs crew 
Rebellions $ them with fire and hofHle arms 50 

Fcai-lefs a/Tault, and to the brow of Heaven 
Purfuing drive them tmt f torn Godi icfAWVfc 
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Intd tbesr place of pitmiflimeiit^ tke gulf 

Of Tartani», ipvbich ttadf opttM wide 

His fiery Chao« to receiTe their fall. 55 

So fpake tbe iovraA ▼oke^ And ckxkid began 
To darken all the hill, and fimoke to n>ll 
In duiky wrtathe> rdu^bnt <laines> the fign 
Of wrath awak*d { nor with left dread the kmd 
Ethereal tnukipet from on high *gan blow t 60 

At which command the Powers militant. 
That ftood for Heav^n^ in mighty qimdraC joinM 
Of imioH in«fiftible> movM on 
In filence their bright l^ons, to die fiiuinci 
Of inftrumental hannony, that brea^'d €$ 

Heroic ardor to adyentrouis deeds 
Under their Ood-Uke leaders, in tbe cauib 
Of God and hi« Melfiah. On ihey mot* 
IndiflTolubly firm ; nor obvious hill, 
Mr ftrait'ning vtde, nor wood, nor ibeam divides 70 
Their perfe6l ranks ; for high above the grswid 
Their march wtts, and the paHive air upbora 
Their nimble tread j as when the total kiad 
Of birds, in orderly airay on wing. 
Came fummonVl over Eden to receive 75 

Their names of thee; £> ijver many a traft 
Of Heaven they marchM, arid many a province wide 
Tenfold the length of this terrene : at laft 
Far in th' horizon to the north appearVl 
From ikirt to (kirt a fiery region, ifeFctck''d So 

In battailotis afpeft, arid nearer view 
Briftled vwtft upright beams iimuaMtfribito 
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Of rigid fpeariy and helsneU thronged* and ikleldi 
Various, with boaftful ai^gument portrayed. 
The banded Pow'rs of Satan haAing on t. 

With furiour expedition! for they ween'd 
That felf-fame day by fightf or by furprife* 
To win the mouQt of God, and on his throne 
To fet the envier of his {late, the proud 
Afpirer, buf their thoughts prov'd fond and vain $< 
In the mid way i though ftrange to us it ieemM - 
At fitfig, that Angel ihould with Angel war. 
And in fierce hofting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in fe^vals of joy and loye 
Jdnanimous, as fons of one great fire .91 

Hymning th' eternal Father i but the (hout 
Of battel now began, and rufhing found 
Of onfet ended foon each milder thought. 
High in the midft exalted as a God 
XFh\ Apoftate in his fun-bright chariot fat^ loc 

Idol of majeiiy divine, inclosed 
With flaming Cherubim and golden iliields ; 
Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 
^Twixt hoft and hoft but narrow fpace was left, 
•^ dreadful interval, and front to front 105 

Prefented ftood in terrible array 
Of hideous length x before the cloudy van. 
On the rough edge of battel ere it joinM, 
Satan with vaft and haughty ftrides advancM 
^me towri^g, armM in adamant and gold $ 110 

AbdJel that fight endur'd noi, where he ftood 
Among the n^ghtitiii bent ou\i\^Vi%& deeds. 
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And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

O Heav'n ! that fuch refemblance of the Higheft 
Should yet remain, where faith and realty 115 

Remain not : wherefore fhould not ftrength and might 
Theie fail where virtue fails, or weakeft prove 
Where boldeft, though to fight unconquerable ? 
His puifTance, trufting in th' Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whofe reafon I have try'd 120 

Unfound and falfe ; nor is it ought but juft. 
That he who in debate of truth hath won 
Should win in arms, in both difputes alike 
Viftorj though brutifli that cont^ft and fouI> 
When reafon hath to deal with force, yet fo 125 

Moft reafon is that reafon overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed peers 
Porth ftepping oppofit, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
Incensed, and thus fecurely him defy*d. 1 30 

Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have reached 
The highth of thy afpiring unoppos'd. 
The throne of God unguarded, and his fide 
Abandoned at the terror of thy powe/ 
Or potent tongue : fool, not to think how vain 135 
Againft th' Omnipotent to rife in arms ; 
Who out of fmalleft things could without end 
Have raisM incefTant armies to defeat 
Thy folly ; or with folitary hand 
Reaching beyond all limit, at one biovr~ 140 

Unaided could have finifli'd thee, and whelm* 4 
Thy legions under darknefs ; but thou fc^ft. 
. Vol. I. N ^^ 
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All are not of thy train j there be who faitl). 

Prefer, and piety to God, though then 

To thee not vifible, when I alone i^^ 

Seem'd in thy world erroneous to diflent 

From all : my fe^ thou feeft ; now learn too lat^ 

How few fometimes may know, when thoufaiKU eir* 

Whom the grand foe with fcomful eye aikance 
Thys anfwerM. Ill for thee, but in wiihM hour 1501 
Of my revenge, firft fought for thou retimi^ft 
From flight, feditious Angel, to receive 
Thy merited isward, the firft aflay 
Of this right hand proyok'd, iince firft that tongue 
Infpir'd with contradi6tion durft oppofe 151 

A third part of the Gods, in fynod met 
Their deities to afTert, who while they feel 
Vigor divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou com'ft 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 1(0 

From me (bme plume, that thy fuccefs may (how 
Deftru6lion to the reft : this paufe between 
(Unanfwer'd left thou boaft) to let thee know.; 
At firft I tliought that Liberty and Heaven 
To heav'nly fouls had 'been all one; but now 265 

J fee that moft through doth had rather ferve, 
Miniftring Spirits, train''d up in feaft and fong $ 
Such haft thou arm'd, the minftrelfy of Heaven, 
Servility with freedom to contend. 
As both their deeds compared this day ihall prove, 17O 
To wfiom in brief thus Abdiel ftcrn reply'd, 
Apo/hte, &iU thou cn'ft, xvor «ik^yr\x^'a\ 
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Of erring, from the path of truth remote : 
Unjuftly thou deprav'ft it with the name 
Of -fervitude to ferve whom God ordains, 175 

Or Nature :• God and Nature bid the fame. 
When he who rules i^ worthieft, and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is fervitude. 
To ferve th' unwife, or him who hath rebelled 
Againft his worthier, as thine now ferve thee, i8d 
Thyfelf not free, but to thyfelf inthrall'dj 
Yet lewdly dar'ft our miniftring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell thy kingdom ; let me ferve 
In Heav*n God ever bleft, and his divine 
Behcfts obey, worthieft to be obeyM; 185 

Yet chains in Hell, not realms expe£l : mean while 
From me retum'd, as erft thou faidft, from flight. 
This greeting on thy impious creft receive. 
So faying, a noble ftroke he lifted high, 
Which hung not, but fo fwift with tempeft fell 2 99 
On the proud creft of Satan, that no fight. 
Nor motion of fwift thought, lefs could his ihield 
Such i-uin intercept : ten paces huge 
• He back recoil'd j the tenth on bended knee 
Bif mafly fpear upftay'd } as if on earth 195 

Winds under ground, or waters forcing way 
Sidelong had pufhM a mountain from his feat 
Half fiink with all his pines. Amazement feizM 
The rebel Thrones, but greater rage to fee 
Thus foilM their mightieft i ours joy Hll'd, and ihout« 
Prefage of victory, and fierce defire 
Of battel : whereat Michael bid fo\in.d 
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Th' Arch- Angel trumpet; through the vaft of Heaven 

It founded, and the faithful armies rung 

Hofannah to the High'ft : nor ftood at gaze ao$ 

The adverfe legions, nor lefs hideous joined 

The horrid fhock : now ftorming fury rofe. 

And clamor fuch as heard in Heav'n till now 

Was never ; arms on armour claihing brayed 

Horrible difcord, and the madding wheels no 

Of brazen chariots rag'd ; dire was the noiie 

Of confli6l ; over head the difmal hifs 

Of fiery darts in flaming volies flew. 

And flying vaulted either hod with £re. 

$o under fiery cope together rufh'd ii^ 

Both battels main, with ruinous affault 

And inextinguifhable rage ; all Heaven 

Refounded, and had Earth been then, all Earth 

Had to her center fhook. What wonder f when 

Millions of fierce encountring Angels fought tio 

On either fide, the leaft of whom could wield 

Thefe elements, and arm him with the force 

Of all their regions : how much more of power 

Army' againfl army numberlefs to raife 

l>readful combuftion warring, and diflurb, tt$ 

Though not deftroy, their happy native feat} 

Had not th* eternal King omnipotent 

From his fbrong hold of Heav'n high over-rul'd 

And limited their might; though numbered fuch 

As each divided legion might have feem'd sjo 

A numerous hoft, in ftrcnglVi eiiclv armed hand 

A legion f led in fight ytt\t^ct Ittxo:^ 
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Each warrior fingle as in chief, expert 
When to advance, or ftand, or turn the fway 
Of battel, open when, and when to clofe 135 

The ridges of grim war ; no thought of flight. 
None of j^etreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argued fear; each on himfelf rely*d, 
As only in hiis arm the moment lay 
Of vi6loiy : deeds of eternal fame 240 

Were done, but infinite 5 for wide was fpread 
That war and various, fometimes on firm ground 
A ftanding fight, then foaring on main wing 
Tormented all the. air 5 all air feem'd then 
C6nfli6ling fire : long time in even fcale 145 

The battel hung; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious powV had fhown, and met in arm$ 
No equal, raAging through the dire attack 
Of ifighting Seraphim confusM, at length 
Saw where the fword of Michael fmote, and fellM 150 
Squadrons at once; 'with huge two-handed fway 
Brandiih'd aloft the horrid edge came down 
Wide wafting; fuch deftru6lion to withftand 
He hafted, and opposM the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample fhield, 455 

A vaft circumference : At his approach 
The great Arch- Angel fiiom his warlike toil 
SurceasM, and glad as hoping here to end 
Inteftin war in Heav'n, th' arch-foe fubdu'd 
Or captive draggM in chains, with hoftile frown 269 
And vifage all inflamM firft thus begaxi. 
Author of evil, unknown till tYiy wio\t» 
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UnnamM in Heaven, now plenteous, a« thou feeft 

Thefe aas of hateful ftrife, hateful to all, ' ; 

Though heavieft by juft meafure on thyfelf 9165 

And thy adherents : how haft thou difturb'd 

Heaven'* s blefTed peace, and into nature brought 

Mifeiy, uncreated till the crime 

Of thy rebellion ? how haft thou inftillM 

^hy malice into thoufands, once upright xym 

And faithful, now provM falfe ? But think not hercr.- 

To trouble holy reft j Heav'n c^ifts thee out 

From all her confines. Heav'n the feat of burs' 

Brooks not the works of violence and war. 

H,cnce then, and evil go with thee along, 175 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil. Hell, 

Thou a|Ml thy wicked crew; there mingle broils. 

Ere this avenging fword begin thy doom. 

Or fome more fudden vengeance wingM frotA God 

: Precipitate thee with augmentod pain. tS4 

So fpake the Prince of Angels 3 to whom thus 
The Adverfary. Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom ytt with deeds 
Thou canft not. Haft thou tui-n'd the leaft of thefe 
To flight, or if to fall, but that they rife SJ5 

Unvanquilh'd, eafier to tranfaft with me 
That thou fhouldft hop^, imperious, and with threats 
To chace me hence > err not that fo (hall end 
The ftrife which thou cali'ft evil j but we fUle 
The ftxife of glory i which we* mean to win, 490 

Or turn this Heav'n ilfelf into the Hell 

Thou fabl^, here however tg ^'w^\ i^«^ 

VL 
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If not to reign : mean while thy utmoft force, 

And join him namM Almighty to thy aid, 

;J fly not, but have fought thee far and nigh; 295 

They ended parle, and both addrefsM for fight 
Unfpeakable 5 for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth confpicuous, that may lift 
ihuman imagination to fuch highth 300 

Of Godlike pow'r ? for lik^ft Gods they feem'd, 
Stood they or mov'd, in feature, motion, arms. 
Fit to decide the empire of great Heaven. 
Now wav'd their fiery iWords, and in the air 
'Made horrid circles j two broad funs their ihields 305 
BlazM oppofit, while expe6^ation flood 
In horror ; from each hand with fpeed retired. 
Where erft was thickefl fight, th^ angelic thi-ong, 
And lelt large field, unfafe within the wind 
<Of fuch commotion; fuch as, to fet forth 310 

Great things by fmall, if nature's concord broke. 
Among the oonftellations war were fprung. 
Two planets ruihing from afpe£l malign 
Of ficreeft oppofition in mid (ky 
Should combat, and their jarring fpheres confound. 
Together both with next to' almighty arm 
Up-lifted imminent, one fh*oke they aim'd 
That migjht dctermin, and not need repeat. 
As not of pow'r at once ; nor odds appeared 
In might or iwift prevention : but the fword 310 

Of Michael from the ai-moury of God 
W35 ^rcn him tempcrM fo, t\\at tvc\t!fcLW Vlr^^s^ 

N4. ^^ 
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Nor folid might refift that edge : it met 

The fword of Satan with ileep force to fmite 

Dcfcendingy and in half cut (heer; nor ftayM, 325 

But with fwift wheel reverfe^ deep entring fliar^d 

All his right fide : then Satan firft knew pain» 

And writhM him to and fro convolved ; fo fore 

The griding fword with difcontinuous wound 

Pafs'd through him i but th' ethereal fiibftance clos*4 

Not long divifible } and from the gaih 

A ftream of ne6^a'rous humor iflfuing flowM 

Sanguin, fuch as celeflial Spi'rits may bleed. 

And all his armour ftain^d ere while fo bright* 

Forthwith on all fides to his aid was run 335 

By Angels many and ft^^ong, who interposM 

Defenfe^ while others bore him on their fliieldt 

Back to his chariot, where it ftood retirM 

From off. the files of warj there they him laid 

Gnafhing for anguifh and defpite and ihame, 340 

To find himfelf not matchlefs, and his pride 

Humbled by fuch rebuke, fo far beneath 

His confidence to equal God in power. 

Yet foon he healM $ for Spi^rits that live throughout 

Vital in every pait, not as frail man 345 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins, 

Cannot but by annihilating die } 

Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 

Receive, no more than can the fluid air 1 

All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear^ 350 

All intelle^l, all fenfe ; and as they pleafe, 

They limb thcmfcWcS} and co\qi» ^"d.^ or (ize 
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AfTume^ as likes them beft, condenfe or xare* 

Mean while in other parts like deeds deferv'd 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 355 
And with fierce enfigns piercM the deep array 
Of Moloch furious king $ who him defyM, 
And at his chariot wheels to drag him bound 
Threaten'd, nor from the Holy One of Heaven 
Kefrain'd his tongue blafphemous ; but anon 360 

Down cloven to the wafte, with fliatter'd armis 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel and Raphael his vaunting foe. 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm^d, 
VanquiihM Adramelech, and Afmaldai, 365 

Two potent thrones, that to be lefs than Gods 
DlfdainM, but meaner thoughts learn'*d in their flight. 
Mangled with ghaftly wounds through plate and mail. 
Nor flood unmhidful Abdiel to annoy 
The atheift ci-ew, but with redoubled blovif 370 

Ariel and Arioch, and the violence 
Of Ramiel fcorch'd and bjaflcd overthrew. 
I might relate of thoufands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth ; but thofe eleft 
Angels, contented with their fame in Heaven, 375 
Seek not ^e praife of men : the other fort. 
In might though wondrous and in a£ls of war. 
Nor of renown lefs eager, yet by doom 
Canceled from Heav'n and facred memory, 
Namelefs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 380 

For ftrength from truth divided and from juft, 
Illaudable, nought merits but d\fpr^<^ 
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And ignominy, yet to glory* afpiree 

Vain -glorious, and through infamy feeks iamc: 

^Therefore eteiiial fUence be their doom. 385 

And now their mightieft queird, the battel fwervM, 
With many an inroad gorM { deformed rout 
Entered, and foul diforder^ all the ground 
With (hiver'd annour firown, and on a heap 
^Chariot and charioteer lay overtum'<l| ^go 

And fiery foaming fteeds j what ftood, recoiled 
O'er- wearied, through the faint Satanic hoft 
Defenfive fcarce, or with pale fear Airpriz'd, 
Then firft with fear furpriz'd and fenfe of pain, 
. Fled ignominious, to fuch evil brought 395 

3y fin of difobedience, till that huur 
Not liable to fear or fiight or pain. 
Far otherwife th' inviolable Saints 
In cubic phalanx firm advanced entire. 
Invulnerable, impeneti-ably arm'd j 400 

Siich high advantages their innocence 
Gave them above their foes j not to have finnM, 
Not to have difbbey'd ; in fight they ftcod 
Unwearied, unobnoxious to be painM 
^ By wound, though from their place by violence mov'd. 

Now night her courfe began, and over Heaven 
Inducing darknefs, grateful truce impos'd. 
And filencc on the odious din of war : 
Under her cloudy covert both retir'd, 
^ Vi6lor and vanquifli'd : on the foughten field 4x0 

Michael and his Angels prevalent 
Incamping, placed in guard their watches round, 
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Cherubic waving fires t on th* other part 

S atan with his rebellioiu difappear'dy 

li'ar. in the dark diilodgM : and void of reA, 41^ 

His potentates to council callM by night ; . 

And in the raidft thus undifmay'd began « 

O now in danger try^d^ now known in arms 
Not to be ov^rpow'r'di Companions deafi 
jPoynd worthy not of liberty alone» 41)1 

Too mean pretence, but what we more Kfftdt, 
Honor, doi|iinion, glory and renown 9 
Who have fuftain^d o^e day in doubtful fight. 
(And if one day^ why not eternal days?> 
What Hcaven-s Lord had pow'rful^ef^ to fend 425 
Againft us from about his throne, and judged 
Sufficient to fiibdue us to his will» 
But proves not fo : . then fallible, it feems. 
Of future we may deem him, though till now 
pmnifcient thought. True is, lefs fiitnly arm^d, 434 
Some difadyantage we indurM and pain. 
Till now not known, but known as fooA contemned;' 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of mortal injury, 

Imperifhable, .and though piercM with wound', 4x5 
Soon clofing, and by native vigor healM, 
Of evil then fo fmall as eafy think 
The remedy; perhaps more valid arms. 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 
May ferve to better us, and worfe our foes, 44# 

Or equal what between us made the odJs, 
In nature none : if other hidden cauCt 
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Left them fuperior, while we can preferre 

Unhurt our minds and underftanding founds 

Due fearch and confultation will difclofe. 445 

He fat } and in th* aflembly next upftood 
Nifroch, of Principalities the prime ^ 
As one he ftood efcapM from cruel fight. 
Sore toird> his riven arms to havoc hewn. 
And cloudy in zCpiSk thus anfw^ring fpake. 450 

Deliverer from new Lords> leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods ; yet hard 
For God8> and too unequal work we find, 
Againft unequal arms to fight in pain, 
Againd unpain^d, impafHve ; from which evil 45; 
Kuin mail needs enfue ; for what avails 
Valor or ftrength, though matchlefs, queird with pain 
Which all fubdues, and makes remifs the hands 
Of migKtieft ? Senfe of pleafure we may well 
Spare out of life perhaps, and not repine, 460 

But live content, vHhich is the calmeft life 1 
But pain is perfe6i mifery, the worft 
Of evils, and exceflive, overturns 
All patience. He who thercfoi-e can invent 
With what more forcible we may offend 465 

Our yet unwounded enemies, or arm 
Ourfelves with like defenfe, to me deferves 
No lefs than for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto with look composM Satan reply'd. 
Not uninvented that, which thou aright 47© 

Believ'ft fo main to our fuccefs, I bring. 
Which of us who behold* tkt\>i\%Vv\.C\«^^ 
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Of this ethereous mold whereon we ftand. 

This continent of fpacious Heav'n, adom*d 

With plant, fruit, flow'r ambrofial, gems and gold ^ 

Whofe eye fo fupcrficially furvcys 

Thefe things, as not to mind from whence they grow 

Deep under ground, materials dark and crude. 

Of ipiritous and fiery fpume, till touchM 

With Heaven^s ray, and tempered they ihoot forth 480 

So beauteous, opening to the ambient light ? 

Thefe in their dark nativity the deep 

Shall yield us pregnant with infernal flame | 

Which into hollow engins long and round 

Thick-ramm'd, at th' other bore with touch of fire 

Dilated and infuriate, (hall fend forth 

From far with thundVing noife among our foes 

Such implements of mifchief, as /hall da(h 

To pieces, and overwhelm whatever ftands 

Adverfe, that they (hall fear we have difann*d 490 

The Thunderer of his only dreaded^ bolt. 

Nor long (hall be our labor $ yet ere dawn, 

£fFe£l (hall end our wi(h. Mean while revive ; 

Abandon fear; to (Irength and counfel joinM 

Think nothing hard, much lefs to be defpair*d. 495 

He ended, and his words their drooping chear 
InlightcnM, and their langui(h'd hope revivM. 
Th' invention all admir'd, and each, how he 
To be th* inventor mifs'd j fo eafy' it feem*d 
Once found, which yet unfound moft would have thought 
ImpolUble : yet haply of thy race 
In future days^ if malice (hould abound^ 
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But that I doubt ; howerer witnefs Heaven, 
Heav'n witnefs thou anon» while we difcharge 
Freely our part $ ye who appointed ftand, 565 

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound, and loud that all may hear* 

So fcofiing in ambiguous words, he fcarce 
Had ended : when to right and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retirM t 57^ 

Which to our eyes difcovcr'd, new and (brange, 
A triple mounted row of pillars laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars moft they feem^d^ 
Or hoUow'd bodies made of oak or fir. 
With branches lopt, in wood or mountain feird) $7^; 
Brafs, iron, ftony mold, had not their moutha 
With hideous orifice gapM on us wide, 
Portending hollow truce : at each behind 
A Seraph flood, and in his hand a reed 
Stood waving tipt with fire; whi^e we fufpenfe 580 
Colle6ied flood within our thoughts amus^d^ 
Not long, for fudden all at once their reeda 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent appIyM 
With niceft touch. Immediate in a flame. 
But foon obfcurM with fmoke, all Heaven appear^. 
From thofe deep thi-oated engins belchM, whofe roar 
ImbowePd with outrageous noife the air. 
And all her entrails tore, difgorging foul 
Their devilifh glut, chainM thunderbolts and hail 
Of iron globes ; which on the vi6lor hoil 599 

Leveled, with fuch impetuous fury fmote. 
That whom they hit, uQii« oikXhsu: f^et might fland^ 
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Though ftanding clfe as rocks, but down they fell 

By thoufands. Angel on Arch- Angel roHM ; 

The fooner for their arms 5 unarm'd they might 595 

Have eafily as Spi'rits evaded fwift 

By quick contraction or remove ; but now 

Foul diffipation followed and forc'd rout 5 

Nor ferv*d it to relax their ferried files. 

What fhould they do ? if on they ruih'd, repulfe 600 

Repeated-, a(nd indecent overthi'ow 

Doubled, would render them jret more defpisM, 

And to their foes a laughter 5 for in view 

Stood rankM of Seraphim another row. 

In pofture to difplode their fecond tire 605 

Of thunder : back defeated to return 

They worfe abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plight, 

And to his mates thus in derifion callM. 

O Friends, why come not on thefe vigors proud ? 
]ftrewhile they fierce were coming ; and when we, 610 
To entertain them fair with open front 
And breaft (what could we more ?) propounded terms 
Of compofition, ftrait they changM their minds. 
Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell. 
As they would dance 5 yet for a dance they feemM6i5 
Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps 
For joy of offer'd peace : but I fuppofe. 
If our propofals once again were heard. 
We fhould compel them to a quick refult. 

To whom thus Belial in like gamefome mood. 620 
Leader, the terras we fent were terms of wt\^\al^ 
Of hard contents, and full of force Mrg^d\iomt» 

Vol, I. o ^>^^^ 
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Such as we might perceive amusM them all. 

And ftumbled many j who receives them right. 

Had need from head to foot well underftand ; . 625 

Not underflood, this gift they have beiides. 

They ihow us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themfelves in pleafant vein 
Stood fco£ng, hightenM in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of vi£h>ry ; eternal might ^p 

To match with their inventions they prefum^d 
So eafy', and of his thunder made a fcorn. 
And all his hoft derided^ while they, ftood 
A while in trouble: but they ftood not longi 
Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 635 
Againft fuch helliih mifchief fit to^ oppofe. 
Forthwith (behold the excellence, the power. 
Which God hath in his mighty Angels placM) 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hilU 
(For Earth hath this variety from Heaven ^40 

Of pleafure fituate in hill and dale) 
Light as the lightning glimpfe they ran, they flew { 
From their foundations loofning to and fro 
They pluck'd the feated hills with all their load. 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the ihaggy tops 645 
Up -lifting bore them in their hands : Amaze, 
Be fure, and terror feisM the rebel hoft. 
When coming towards them fo dread they faw 
The bottom of the mountains upward tum'd j 
Till on thofe curfed engins triple-row 650 

They faw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 
l/nder the weight of mounuliv^ buried deep ; 
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Themfelves invaded next, and on their heads 

Main promontories flnngy which in the air 

Came ihadowing, and opprefs^d whole legions arm'd ; 

Their armour helpM their harm, cruAiM in and bruis'd 

Into their fubftance pent, which wrought them pain 

ImplacaS^e, and many a dolorous groan, 

Long ftrugling underneath, ere they could wind 

Out of fuch pris'n, though Spi'rits of pureft light, 660 

Pureft at firft, now grofs by fmning grown. 

The reft in imitation to like ilrms 

Betook them, and the neighbVing hills uptore ; 

So hills amid the air encounterM hills 

HurPd to and fro with jaculation dire, 66$ 

That under ground they fought in difmal ihade| 

Infernal noife ; war feemM a civil game 

To this uproar; horrid confufion heap'd 

Upon oonfufion rofe : and no^ all Heaven 

Had gone to wrack, with ruin overfpread ; 6;d 

Had not th* almighty Father, where he fits 

ShrinM in his fanftuary of Heav'n fecure, 

Confulting on the fum of things, forefeen 

This tumult, and permitted all,. advtsM t 

That his great purpofe he might fo fulfil, 6j§ 

To honor his anointed Son avenged 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All pow'r on him transferred : whence to his Son 

Th' afl'effor of his throne he thus began. 

Effulgence of my glory. Son belov'd, 6S# 

Son in whofe face invifible is beheld 
Vifibly, what by deitj I am, 

O % ^^^ 
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And in whofe hand what by decree I do» 

Second Omnipotence^ two days are paft, 

TWo days, at we compute the days of Heaven, 6S5 

Since Michael and his Powers went forth to tame 

Thefe difobedient s ibre hath been their fight. 

As likelieft was, when two fuch foes met armMj 

For to themfelves I left them, and thou know^ft, 

JEqual in their creation they were form'd, ^90 

Save what (in hath impaired, which yet hath wrought 

Infenilbly, for I fufpcnd their doom j 

Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft laft 

Endlefsy and no folution will be found : 

•War wearied hath performM what war can do, 695 

And to difonierM rage let loofe the reins. 

With mountains as with weapons arm^d, which makes 

Wild work in Heaven, slnd dangerous to the main. 

Two days are therefore pafl, the third is thine | 

For thee I have ordained it, and thus far 700 

Have fufFer'd, that the glory may be thine 

Of ending this great war, fince none but Thoo 

Can end it. Into thee fuch virtue^ and grace 

Immenfe I have transfusM, that all may know 

In Heaven and Hell thy powV above compare j 705 

And this perverfe commotion govemM thus. 

To manifeft thee worthieft to be Heir 

Of all things, to be Heir and to be King 

By facred unftion, thy deferved right. 

Qo then thou Mighdeft in thy Father^^ might, 710 

Afcend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 

That /hake Heaven's ba&^i \>iui^ i^ith all my war. 
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My bow and thimder> my almighty arms 
Gird on, and fword upon thy puiiTant thigh $ 
• PurfUe thefe fons of darknefs* drive them out 7x5 
From all Heay*n^s bounds into the utter deep s 
There, let them learn, as likes them> to defpife 
God and Mefliah his anointed king. 

He faidy and on his Son with rays direct 
. Shone full j he all his Father full exprefsM 710 

Ineffably into his face received $ 
And thus the filial Godhead anfw*ring fpake. 
O Father, O Supreme of heav'nly Thrones, 
Firft, Higheft, Holieft, Beft, thou always feek'ft 
Tp glorify thy Son, I always thee, 725 

As is moft juft I this I my glory* account. 
My exaltation, and my whole delight. 
That thou in me well pleasM, declar'ft thy will 
Fuliiird, which to fulfil is all my blifs. 
^cpter and pow'r, thy giving, I affume, 730 

And gladlier ihall refign, when in the end 
Thou fhalt be all in all, and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all whom thou lov^ft : 
But whoni thou hat*ft, I hate, and can put on 
Thy terrors, as I put thy mildnefs on, 735^ 

Image of thee in all things ^ and (hall foon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid Heav'n of thefe rebellM, 
To their prepared ill manfion driven down. 
To chains of darknefs, and th* undying worm, 
That from thy juft obedience could revolt, 74* 

Whom to obey is happinefs entire. 
Then flialj thy Saints unmix'd, and £tom ii^ vbv\!vxt^ * 

• b a ^^^ 
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Far feparatc, circling thy holy mount 

Unfeigned Halleluiahs to thee fing. 

Hymns of high praife, and I among them chief. 745 

So faid, he o'er his fcepter bowing, rofe 
From the right hand of glory where he fat j 
And the third facrcd mom began to fhine, [found 
Dawning through Heav'n : forth rufh'd with whirlwind 
The chariot of paternal Deity, 750 

Flalhing thick flames, wheel within wheel undrawn^ 
Itfelf inftinft with Spirit, but convoy'd 
By four Cherubic ihapes 5 four faces each 
Had wondrous ; as with ftars their bodies all 
And wings were fet with eyes, with eyes the wheels 
Of beril, and carrcering fires between j 
Over their heads a cryftal firmament. 
Whereon a faphir throne, inlaid with pure 
Amber, and colors of the fhow'ry arch. 
He in celeftial panoply all arm'd 76* 

Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought, 
Afcended j at his right hand viftory 
Sat eagle-wing'd ; befidc him hung his bow 
And quhrer with three-bolted thunder ftorM, 
And from about him fierce effufion roll'd 765 

Of fmoke and bickering flame and fparkles dire : 
Attended with ten thoufand thoufand Saints, 
He onward came, far off his coming fhone; 
And twenty thoufand (I their number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand were fecn : 770 

He on the wings of Cherub rode fnblime 

On the cryftillin Iky, iu Caig^ivt x\vcqiiC^> 
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Iliuftrioiis far and wide, but by his own 
Firft feen j them unexpected joy furprisM, 
When tlie great enfign of Mefliah blaz'd 775 

Aloft by Angels borne, his lign in Heaven 5 
Under whofe condu6t Michael foon reduced 
His army, circumfusM on either wing. 
Under their Head imbodied all in one. 
JBefore him pow'r divine his way preparM^ 780 

At his command th' uprooted hills retir'd 
Each to his place ; they heard his voice, and went 
Obfequious ; Heav'n his wonted face renewed. 
And with frefh flow'rets hill and valley fmird. 
iThis faw his haplefs foes, but ftood obdur'd, 785 

And to rebellious fight rallied their Powers 
Infenfate, hope conceiving from defpair. 
In heav'nly SpiYits could fuch perverfenefs dwell ? 
But to convince the proud what figns avail, 
♦Or wonders move th' obdurate to relent ? 790 

They hardenM more by what might moft reclame, 
Grieving to fee his glory, at the fight 
Took envy j and afpiring to his highth. 
Stood reimbatterd fierce, by force or fraud 
"Weening to profper, and at length prevail 795 

Againit God and Mefiiah, or to fall 
In univerfal ruin laft ; and now 
To final battel drew, difdaining flight. 
Or faint retreat 5 when the great Son. of God 
To all his hoft on either hand thus fpake. 800 

Stand ftill in bright array, ye Saints, here ftand 
Yc AngcU arm'd, this day from ba.tu\ x^& \ 

O 4. ^•!ii'Cs&^ 
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Faithful hath been your warfai*ey and of God 

Accepted y fearlefs in his righteous caufe. 

And as ye have received, fo have ye done S05 

Invincibly ; but of this curfcd crew 

The punifhment to other hand belongs ; 

Vengeance is his, or whofe he fole appoints : 

Number to this day's work is not ordained 

Nor multitude; ftand only and behold 810 

God's indignation on thefc Godlefs pour'd 

By me ; not you but me they have defpis'd. 

Yet envied 5 againft me is all their rage, 

Becaufe the Father, t' whom in Heav'n fupreme 

Kingdom and pow'r and glory appertains, 815 

Hath honor'd me according to his will. 

Therefore to me their doom he hath aflignM ; 

That they may have their wifli, to try with me 

In battel which the ftronger proves, they all. 

Or I alone againft them, fince by ftrength 820 

They meafure all, of other excellence 

Not emulous, nor care who them excels 5 

Nor other ftrife with them do I vouchfafe. 

So fpake the Son, and into terror changed 
Jlis countenance too fevere to be beheld, 815 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the Four fpread out their ftarry wings 
With dreadful (hade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot roll'd, as with the found 
Of torrent floods, or of a numerous hoft. 830 

He on his impious foes right onward drove. 
Gloomy as night 5 under liU bMruitig wheels 
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The ftedfaft empyrean (hook throughout. 

All but the throne itfelf of God. Full foon 

Among them he arriv'dy in his right hand 835 

Grafping ten thoufand thunders, which he fent 

Before him, fuch as in their fouls infixed 

Plagues ; they aftoniih'd all refiftance loft. 

All courage } down their idle weapons dropt; 

O'er ihields and helms and helmed heads he rode 840 

Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim proftrate. 

That wifh'd the mountains now might be again 

Thrown on them as a fheltcr from his ire. 

Nor lefs on either fide tempeftuous fell 

His arrows^ from the fourfold-vifagM Four S45 

Diftin6l with eyes, and from the living wheels 

Diftin6l alike with multitude of eyes $ 

One Spint in them rurd, and every eye 

GlarM lightning, and ihot forth pernicious fire 

Among th' accurs'd, that withered all their ftrength, 850 

And of their wonted vigor left them drainM, 

Exhaufted^ fpiritlefs, affli^ed, fallen. 

Yet half his ftrength he put not forth, but checked 

His thunder in mid volyj for he meant 

:Not to deftroy, but root them out of Heaven: 855 

The overthrown he raisM, and as a herd 

Of goats or timorous flock together thronged 

Drove them before him thunder-ftruck, purfued 

With terrors and with furies to the bounds 

And cryftal wall of Heaven, which opening wide, 860 

Roird inward, and a fpacious gap difcI(|sM 

Into the wafteful deq)^ .the mcokftxoWjflki^ . - 
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Struck them .wiiji horror backward, but far worie 
Urg'd them behind ; headlong them&ives they threw 
-Down from the verge of Heav*n j eternal wrath S65 
Burnt after them to the bottomlefs pit. 

Hell heard th* unfuflferable noife. Hell faw 
Heay*n ruining from Heaven, and would have fled 
Affrighted $ but ftri6fc fate had caft too deep 
Her dark fbimdations, and too faft had bound. 870 
Nine days they fell ; confounded Chaos roar'd. 
And felt tenfold confufion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, fo huge a rout 
Incumber^ him with ruin : Hell at laft 
Yawning received them whole, and on them clos'd j 
Hell theu- fit habitation fraught with fire 
Unquenchable, the houfe of woe and pain. 
DilburdenM Heaven rejoic''d, and foon repair^ 
Her mural breach, returning whence it rollM. 
Sole vi£lor from th' expulfion of his foes 880 

Mefliah his triumphal chariot tumM t 
To meet him all his Saints, who iilent flood 
Eyt-witnefles of his almighty a£ls. 
With jubilee advanced ; and as they went. 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright^ 885 
Sung triumph, and him fung vi£lorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him dominion given, 
Worthieft to reign : he celebrated rode 
Triumphant through mid Heaven, into the courts 
And temple of his mighty Father thron'd S90 

On high ; who into glory him received. 
Where now he fits at the t\^\.\axA <a>i UUa« 
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Thus meafuring things in Heaven by things on Earth, 
At thy requeft, and that thou may'ft beware 
By what is paft, to thee I have reveal'd 895 

What might have elfe to human race been hid i 
The difcord which befel, and war in Heaven 
Among th' Angelic Pow'rs, and the deep fall 
Of thofe too high afpiring, who rebelled 
With Satan ; he who envies now thy date, 900 

Who now is plotting how he may feduce 
Thee alfo from obedience, that with him 
Bereaved of happinefs thou may'ft partake 
His punishment, eternal mifery ; 
Which would be all his folace and revenge, 505 

As a defpite done againft the moft High, 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 
But liften not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker; let it profit thee to' have heard 
By terrible example the reward 910 

Of difobedience 5 firm they might have ftood. 
Yet fell ; remember, and fear to tranfgrefs. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

llapKael at the requeft of Adam relates how and where* 
ferethis worid was firft created; that God, after the 
expelling of Satan and his Angels out of Heaven^ 
declared his pleafure to create another world and 
other creatures to dwell therein ; fends his Son with 
glory and attendance of Angels to perform the work 
of creation in fix days : the Angels celebrate with 
hymns the performance thereof, and his reafceniioli 
into Heaven* 



PARADISE LOST. 
BOOK VII. 



DESCEND from Heay'n, Uraiiia> by ^at name 
If rightly thou art callM, wbofe Toice divine 
Following, above th* Olympian hill I foar. 
Above the flight of Pegafean wing. 
The meaning, not the name I call : for thou j 

Nor of the Mufes.nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dweirft, but heavenly bmii^ 
Before the hills appeared, or fountain flowM, 
Thou with eternal Wifdom didft converfe, 
Wifdom thy iifter, and with her didft jday 10 

In prefence of th* almighty Father, pleased 
With thy celeftial fong. Up led by thee 
Into the Heaven of Heavens I have prefum^d^ 
An earthly gueft, and drawn empyreal air, 
Thy tempering ; with like fafety guided down 15 

Return me to my native element : 
Left from this flying fteed unreinM, (as once 
Bellerophon, though from a lower clime) 
Difmounted, on th* Aleian field I fall 
Erroneous there to wander and forlorn. a# 

Half yet remains unfang, but narrower bound 
Within the viiibie diucnal fphere | 



2oS PARADISE lOST. Book VII. 

Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole. 

More fafe I fing with mortal voice, unchanged 

To boarfe or mute, though fall'n on evil da)r«9 * %$ 

On evil days though falPn, and evil tongues $ 

In darknefsy and with dangers compafs'd round. 

And folitude ; yet not aTone, while thou 

Vifit'ft my (lumbers nightly, or when mom 

Purples the eaft : ftill govern thou my fong, 3# 

Urania, and fit audience find, though few. 

But drive far off the barbarous diflbnance 

Of Bacchus ^d his revelers, the race 

Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 

In Rhodope, where woods and rocks had ears 35 

"To raptxu-e, till the favage clamor drown'd 

Both harp and voice $ nor could the Mufe defend 

Her fon. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 

For thou art heav'nly, fhe an empty dream. 

^ Say Goddefs, what enfued when Raphael, 40 

The affable Arch -Angel, had forewarnM 

Adam by dire example to beware 

Apoflafy, by what befel in Heaven 

To thofe apoftates, left the like befal 

In PaiadUe to Adam or his race 45 

Chaig'd not to touch the interdifted tree. 

If they tr^ufgrefs, and (light that fole command. 

So eafily obey'd amid the choice 

Of all taftes elfe to pleafe their appetite. 

Though wandering. He with his conforted Eve 50 

The ftory heard attentive, and was (ill'd 
WI± admiration and d«ei|^ m>x^«> Xa \i«9x 
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Of things To high and ftrange, things to their thought 

So unimaginable as hate in Heaven, 

And war fo near the peace of God in blifs s$ 

With fuch confiiiion : but the evil foon 

Driv'n back redounded as a flood on thofe 

From whom it fpnmg, impoffible to mix 

With bleflednefs. Whence Adam foon repeal'd 

3!^hc doubts that in his heart arofe : and now 60 

Led on, yet finlefs, with defire to know 

What nearer might concern him, how this world 

Of Heav'n and Earth confpicuous firft beg^n, 

When, and whereof created, for what caufe, 

What within Eden or without was done 65 

Before his memory, as one whofe drouth 

Yet fcarce allayM ftill eyes the current ftream, 

Whofe liquid murmur heard new thii-fl: excites, 

Proceeded thus to afk his heav'nly gueft. 

i Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, 70 

Far differing from this world, thou haft reveal'd, 

Divine interpreter, by favor fent 

Down from the empyrean to forewarn ■ 

Us timely' of what might elfe have been our lofs. 

Unknown, which human knowledge could not reach : 

For which to th' infinitely Good we owe 

Immortal thanks, and his admonifliment 

Receive with folemn purpofe to obferve 

Immutably his fovran will, the end 

Qf^what v/,c are. But iince thou haft vouchfaf 'd 8d 

Gently for our inftru6lion to impart 

Things above earthly thought, wVudk '^tt coiwc^xxC^ 

, VaL. 1/ P ^^^ 
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Our knowing) as to higheft wifdom ieemM» 
Deign to defcend now lower, and relate 
What may no Icfs perhaps avail us known. 
How firft began this Heav'n which we behold 
Diftant fo high, with moving fires adom'd 
Innumerable, and this which yields or Alls 
All fpace, the ambient air wide interfuse 
Embracing round this florid earth, what cauie 
MovM the Creator in his holy reft 
Through all eternity fo late to build 
In Chaos, and the work begun, how foon 
AbfolvM, if unforbid thou may'fl unfold 
What we not to explore the fecrets a(k 
Of his eternal empire, but the more 
To magnify his works, the more we know. 
And the great light of day yet wants to run 
Much of his race though deep $ fufpenfe in Heaves 
Held by thy voice, thy potent voice, he hean> : 
And longer will delay to hear thee tell 
His generation, and the rifing birth 
Of Nature from the unapparent deep t 
Or if the fUr of evening and the moon 
Hade to thy audience, night with her will bring ] 
Silence, and deep lift'ning to thee will watch. 
Or we can bid his abfence, till thy fong 
End, and difmifs thee ere the morning fhine* 
Thus Adam his illuftrious guefl befought t 
And thus the Godlike Angel anfwcr'd mild. i 

This nlfo thy requeft with caution aik'd 
Obtains though to recount ^Anu^Y^ hiqiVa 
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What words or tongue of Seraph can fuffice. 

Or heart of man fuffice to comprehend ? 

Vet what thou canft attain, which beft may Cerrt ri j^ 

To glorify the maker, and infer 

Thee alfo happier, (hall not be withheld 

Thy hearing, fuch commiffion from abovt 

I have received, to anfwer thy defire 

Of knowledge within bounds; beyond abftaixi ji« 

To afk, nor let thine own invention hope 

Things not revealM, which th' invifible King^ 

Only omnifcient, hath fupprefs*d in night, 

To none communicable in Earth or Heaven-: 

Sn^gh is left bfeiides to fearch and know. ' X25 

But knowledge is as food, and needs no lefs 

Her temp'rance over appetite, to know 

In meafure what the mind may well contain j 

Opprefles elfe with furfeit, and foon turns 

Wifdom to folly\ as nourifhment to wiixU f^k 

Know then, that after Lucifer from Heaven 
(So call him, brighter once amidft the hoft 
Of Angels, than that ftar the ftars among) 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Into his place, and the great Son returned 135 

Viftorious with his Saints, th' omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus fpake. 

At leaft our envious foe hath fail'd, who thought 
All like himfelf rebellious, by whofe aid 140 

This inacceflible high ftrength, the feat 
Of deity fupreine, vs diipoifefs''d, 

P » ^^ 
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He tnifted to have feizM, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here no mm 
Yet far the greater part have kept, I fee 
Their ftalion, Heav'n yet populous retains 
Number fufficient to poiTefs her realms 
Though wide, and this high temple to frequent 
With miniftcries due and folemn rites : 
3ut left his heart exalt him in the harm 
Already done, to have difpeopled Heaven, 
My damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 
That detriment, if fuch it be to lofe 
Sclf-loft, and in a moment will create 
Another world, out of one man a race 
Of men innumerable, there to dwell, 
Not here, till by degrees of merit rais'd 
They open to themfclves at length the way 
I'p hither, imder long obedience try'd. 
And Earth be changed to Heav'n, and Heav'n to £{ 
One kingdom, joy and union without end. 
Mean while inhabit lax, ye Pow'rs of Heaven* 
And thou my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
This I perform, fpeak thou, and be it done : 
My overfhadowing SpiVit and might with thee 
I fend along; ride forth, and bid the deep 
V/ithin appointed bounds be Heav'n and Earth, 
Boundlcfs the deep, becaufe I am who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the ipace. 
Thouirh I uncircumlcrib'd myfelf retire, 
And ji\it not fo;th my goodnefs which is free 
To d6l or not, neccfUty and Ockuxi^<& 
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Approach not me, and what I will is fate. 

So fpakc th' Almi^ty, and to what he fpake 
' His Wordy the filial Godhead, gave tffeSt. 175 

Immediate are the a6ls of God, more fwift 
Than time or motion, but to human ears 
Cannot without procefs of fpeech be told. 
So told as earthly notion can receive. 
.Great triumph and rejoicing was in Heaven, ilo 

When fuch was heard declare th' Almighty's will j . 
Glory they fung to the moft High, good-will 
To future men, and in their dwellings peace : 
Glory to him, whofe juft avenging ire 
Had driven out th' ungodly from his fight i$5 

And th' habitations of the juft } to him 
Glory and praife, whofe wifdom had ordainM 
Good but of evil to create, inftead 
Of Spi'rits malign a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diffufe 190 

His good to worlds and ages infinite. 

So fang the Hierarchies : Mean while the Son 
On his great expedition now appear^. 
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crowned 
Of majefty divine $ fapience and love 195 

Immenfe, and all his Father in him fhone. 
About his chariot numberlefs were pour*d 
Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones, 
And Virtues, winged Spi'rits, and chariots wing'd 
From th' armoury of God, where fland of old aoo 
Myriads between two braxen mountains lodgM 
Againft a foiemn day^ hamefs'd at Viands 
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Celeftial equipage ; and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them Spirit liv*d. 
Attendant on their Lord x Heav'n openM wide 905 
Her ever during gates, harmonious found 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Gloiy in his powerful Word 
And Spirit coming to create new worlds. 
On heav'nly ground they ftood, and from the fliore »i« 
They viewed the vaft immcafurable zhyfi 
Outrageous as a fea, dark, waftcful, wild. 
Up from the bottom tum'^d by furious winds 
And furging waves, as mountains, to affault 
Heaven's highth, and with the center mix the pole. ' 
Silence, ye troubled waves, and thou deep, peace. 
Said then th' omnific Word, your difcord end : 
Nor ftay'd, but on the wings of Cherubim 
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode 

Far into Chaos, and the world unborn j jtaO 

For Chaos heard his voice : him all his train 
Followed in bright procedion to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then ftay'd the fervid wheels, and in his hapd 
He took the golden compafTes, prepared 115 

In God's eternal (tore, to circumfcribc 
This univerfe, and all created things : 
One foot he centered, and the other tum'd 
J^ound through the vaft profundity obfcure, 
And faid. Thus far extend, thus far thy boundsi %^ 
^his be thy juft circumfcrexvct, O world. 
Thus Cod the Heav'a ctc3tt«d> Oaxx^ ^<t'E.;a^^ 
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Matter unfoitn'd and void : Darknefs profound 

Covered th' abyfs : but on the watry calm 

His brooding wings the Spirit of God outfpread, 235 

And vital virtue' infus'd, and vital warmth 

Throughout the fluid mafs, but downward purg'd 

The black tartareous cold infernal dregs 

Adverfc to life : then founded^ then conglobM 

Like things to like, the reft to feveral place 24)3 

Difparted, and between fpun out the air. 

And Earth felf-balanc'd on her center hung. 

Let there be light, faid God, and forthwith light 
Ethereal, firft of things, quinteffence pure 
Sprung from the deep, and from her native caft 245 
To journey through the aery gloom began, 
SpherM in a radiant cloud, for yet the fun 
Was not ; fhe in a cloudy tabernacle 
Sojourn'd the while. God faw the light was good 5 
' Atid light from darknefs by the hemifphere 250 

Divided : light the day, and darknefs night 
He nam'd. Thus was the firft day ev'n and mom : 
Nor paft uncelebrated, nor unfung 
By the celeftial quires, when orient light 
Exhaling firft from darknefs they beheld $ 255 

Birth-day of Heav'n and Earth ; with joy and fliout 
The hollow univerfal orb they fiU'd, 
And touched their golden harps, and hymning praisM 
God and his works, Creator him they fung. 
Both when firft evening was, and when firft mom. z6o 

Again, God faid, let there be firmament 
Amid the vrsitcrs, and let it divide 
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The waters from the waters : and God made 

The firmament, expanfe of liquid, pure, 

Tranfparent, elemental air, diifiisM 265 

In circuit to the uttermoft convex 

Of this great round : partition firm and fure^ 

The waters underneath from thofe above 

Dividing : for as earth, fo he the world 

JBuilt on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 279 

Chryftallin ocean, and the loud mifrule 

Of Chaos far removM, left fierce extremes 

Conti^ous might diftemper the whole frame t 

And Heaven he namM the firmament : So even 

And morning chorus fung the fecond day. 275 

The earth was formM, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters, embryon immature involved, 
AppcarM not : over all the face of earth 
Main ocean flow'd, not idle, but with warm 
Prolific humor foft'ning all her globe, 280 

Fermented the great mother to conceive, 
Satiate with genial moifture, when God faid. 
Be gathered now ye waters under Heaven 
Into one place, and let dry land appear. 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 2S5 

Emergent, and their broad bare backs upheave 
Into the clouds, their tops afcend the (ky : 
So high as heavM the tumid hills, fo low 
Down funk a hollow bottom broad and deep. 
Capacious bed of waters : thither they 29P 

Hafted with glad precipitance, uproU'd 
As drops on duii congloVm^ ^xom \k^ dry \ 
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Part rife in cryftal wall, or ridge direct. 

For hafte ; fuch flight the great command imprefsM 

On the fwift floods : as armies at the call 295 

Of trumpet (for of armies thou hafl heard) 

Troop to their ftandard, fo the watry throng. 

Wave rolling after wave, where way they found. 

If ileep, with torrent rapture, if through plain. 

Soft-ebbing ; nor withstood them rock or -hill,. $0^ 

But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 

With ferpent error wandering, found their way. 

And on the wafhy oofe deep channels wore ; 

Eafy, ere God had bid the ground be dry. 

All but within thofe banks, where rivers now 305 

Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train* 

The dry land, earth, and the great receptacle 

Of congregated waters he callM feas : 

And faw that it was good, and faid. Let th^ earth 

Put forth the verdant grafs, herb yielding feed, 310 

And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind, 

Whofe feed is in herfelf upon the earth. 

He fcarce had faid, when the bare earth, till then 

Defert and bare, unfightly, unadomM, 

Brought forth the tender grafs, whofe verdure clad 315 

Her univerfal face with pleafant green. 

Then herbs of every leaf, that fudden flowYd 

Opening their varioufr colors, and made gay 

Her bofom fmelling fweet: and thefe fcarce blown, 

F.oith florifhM thick the duftring vine, forth crept 310 

The fmelling goxird, up Hood the corny reed 

ImbattePd in her fi^ld, and th' .VkumXA.^ ^xi^Q^ 
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And bufh with fnzled hair implicit : laft 
KoJfe as in dance the ftately trees, and fpread 
CTheir branches hung with copious fruit, or gemmed 
Their blofToms : with high woods the hills were crownM, 
With tufts the valleys, and each fountain fide, 
With borders long the rirers ; that earth now 
Seeni'd like to Hear^n, a feat where Gods might dwell. 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt 33* 

Her facred (hades : though God had yet not rainM 
Upon the earth, and man to till the ground 
None was, but from the earth a dewy mift 
Went up and watered all the ground, and each 
Wftnt of the field, which ere it was in th' earth 335 
God made, end crery herb, before it grew 
On the green f^m 5 God faw that it was good : 
So ev'n and morn recorded the third day. 

Again th* Almighty fpakc, Let there be lights 
High in th* expanfe of Heaven, to divide 340 

The day from night $ and let them be for iigns, 
For feafons, and for days, and circling years^ 
And* let them be for lights as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of Heaven 
To give light on the earth ; and it was fo. 345 

And God made two great lights, great for their ufe 
To Man, the greater to have rule by day, 
The lefs by night' altem ; and made the (hurt. 
And fet them in the firmament of Heaven 
To' itluminate the earth, and rule the day 35* 

In their vicifllitude, and ru'e the night. 
And Ijgbt from tlarkntfe 10 to\^% O^^wr, 
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Surveying liis .great workj that it was good i 
For of celeftial bodies firft .the fun 
A mighty fphere he framed, unli^tfome firft, 355 
Though of ethereal mold : then form'd the moon 
Globofe, and every magnitude of ftars,. 
And fow'd with ftars the Heav'n thick as a field s 
Of light by far the greater part he took, 
. Tranfplanted from her cloudy flu'ine, and plac'd %i^ 
In the fun's orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the liquid light, firm t» retain 
Her gathered beams, great palace now of light* 
Hither as to their fountain other ftars 
i^epairing, in their golden urns draw light, 3^5 

And hence the morning planet gilds her horns ; 
By tincture or reflexion they augment 
Their fmall peculiar, . though from human fight 
So fai' remote, with diminution feen. 
Firft in his eaft the glorious lamp was feen, 370 

Regent of day, and all th' horizon round 
Invefted'with bright rays, jocond to ran 
His longitude through Heav'n's high road.; the gray 
Dawn, and the Pleiades before him danc*d 
Shedding fweet influence: lefs bright the moon 375 
But oppofit in level'd weft was fet ■ 
His mirror, with full face borrowing her light' 
From him, for other light fhe needed none 
In that zCp6&, and ftill that diftance keeps 
Till night, then in the eaft her turn /he ftiines, 380 
Revolv'd on Hftav*Yi's great axle, and her rei^ 
With thou/and idRr lights d^vid>ii!L\xoU^> 
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With thoufand thoufand ftarsy that then appeared 
Spangling the hemifphere : then firft adorned 
With their bright luminaries that fet and role, 385 
Glad evening and glad mom crownM the fourth day. 

And God faid, Let the waters generate 
Keptil with fpawn abundant, living foul : 
And let fowl fly above the earth, with winga 
DifplayM on the' open firmament of Heaven, 390 
And God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteoufly 
The waters generated by their kinds. 
And eveiy bird of wing after his kind 5 
And faw that it was good, and blefs'd them, fayingp 
JBe fruitful, multiply, and in the feas 
And lakes and running ftrearos the waters fill ; 
And let the fowl be multiply'd, on th' earth. 
Forthwith the founds and feas, each creek and bay 
-With fry innumerable fwarm, and fhoals 400 

Of fifh that with their fins and fhining fcales 
Glide under the green wave, in fculls that oft 
Bank the mid fea : part fingle or with mate 
Graze the fea weed their pafiure, and through groves 
Of coral flray, or fporting with quick glance 405 
Show to the fun their wavM coats dropt with gold. 
Or in their pearly fhells at eafe, attend 
Moift nutriment, or under rocks their food 
In jointed armour watch: on fmooth the feal. 
And bended dolphins play : part huge of bulk 410 
WallowiBg unwieldy', enormous in their gate 
TempeH the ocean : there \ev'\^t]ix9«k) 
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Hugeft of living creatures, on the deep 

Stretch'd like a promontory fleeps or fwims 

An4 Teems a moving land, and at his gills 415 

Draws in, and at his trunk fpouts out a fea. 

Mean while the tepid caves, and fens and fhores 

Their brood as numerous hatch, ^ra th' tgg that foon 

Burfting with kindly rupture f«th difclos'd 

Their callow young, but feather'd foon and fledge 420 

They fumm'd their pens, and foaring th' air fublimc 

With clang defpis'd the ground, under a cloud 

In profpcft ; there the eagle and the ftork 

On cliffs and cedar tops their eyries build : 

Part loofly wing the region, part more wife 425 

In common, rang'd in figure wedge their way. 

Intelligent of feafons, and fet forth 

Their aery caravan high over feas 

Flying, and over lands with mutual wing 

Xafing their flight ; fo fleers the prudent crane 430 

Her annual voyage, borne on winds j the air 

Flotes, as they pafs, fann'd with unnumberM plumes : 

From branch to branch the fmaller birds with fong 

Solac'd the woods, and fpread their painted wings 

Till ev'n, nor then the folemn nightingale 435 

Ccas'd warbling, but all night tunM her foft lays ; 

Others on filver lakes and rivers bathM 

Their downy breafl: ; the fwan with arched neck 

Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 

Her ftate with oary feet ; yet oft they quit 440 

The dank, and rifing on ftiff pennons, tower 

The nsiid aejcal ikji Others on gcQ>3iS^ 
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WalkM firm ; the crefted cock wfaofe clarion founds 
The filent hours, and th^ other whofe gay train 
Adorns him, colored with the florid hue 445 

Of rainbows and ftarry* eyes. The waters thus 
With fiih replenifliM, and the air with fowl, 
Bvening and mom folemnizM the fifth day. 

The fixth, and of creation laft arofe 
With evening harps and matin, when God faid, 45^ 
I^et th* earth bring forth foul living in her kind. 
Cattle and creeping things, and beaft of th* earth. 
Each in their kind. The earth obeyed, and ftrait 
Opening her fertil womb teem'd at a birth 
Innumerous living creatures, perfe£l forms, 4.551 

LimbM and full grown : out of the ground up rofe 
As from his lair the wild beaft where he wons 
In foreft wild, in thicket, brake, or den 5 
Among the trees in pairs they rofe, they walked: 
The cattel in the fields and meadows green : 46a 

Thofe rare andfolitary, thefe in flocks 
Pafluring at once, and in broad herds upfprung. 
The grafly clods now calved, now half appeared 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 
His hinder parts, then fprings as broke from bonds^ 
And rampant fliakes his bnnded mane ; the ounce. 
The libbard, and the tiger, as the mole 
Rifmg, the crumbled earth above them threw 
In hillocs : the fwift flag from under ground 
Bore up his branching head : fcarce from his mold 470 
Behemoth biggefl bom of earth upheav'd 
His valin^fs ; fieecM the iock» ^^\>>:d3i^tQre, 



BookVIL PARADISE LOST. stj 

As plants : ambiguous between fea and land 

The river horfe and fcaly crocodile. 

At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 475 

Infe^l or worm : thofe wavM their limber fans 

For wings, and fmalleft lineaments exaft 

In all the liveries deckM of fummer*s pride 

With fpots of gold and purple', azure and green 5 

Thefe as a line their long dimeniion drew, 480 

Streaking the ground with (inuous trace ; not all 

Minims of nature ; fome of ferpent kind. 

Wondrous in length and coi*pulence, involved 

Their fnaky folds, and added wings. Firft crept 

The parfimonious emmet, provident 485 

Of future, in fmall room large heart inclos'd. 

Pattern of juft equality perhaps 

Hereafter, join'd in her popular tribes 

Of commonalty : fwarming next appeared 

The female bee, that feeds her hufband drone 490 

Delicioufly, and builds her waxen cells 

With honey ftor'd : the reft are numberlefs. 

And thou their natures know'ft, and gave them names^ 

Needlefs to thee repeated ; nor unknown 

The ferpent fubtleft beaft of all the field, 495 

Of huge extent fometimes, with brazen eyes 

And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 

Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now Heav'n in all her glory ilione, and roird 
Her motions, as the great firft Mover's hand 50a 

Firft wheel'd their courfe j earth in her rich attire 
ConfummatcloTcJyfmil'di aki N7%Ux> «Mk^> 
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l3y fowl, fifliy beaft, was flown, was fwum> wag walkM 

Frequent ; and of the fixth day yet remainM i 

There wanted yet the mafter work, the end 505 

Of all yet done ^ a creature who not prone 

And binite as other creatures, but indued 

With fanftity of reafon, might creft 

His ftature, and upright with front ferene 

Govern the reft, felf- knowing, and from thence 510 

Magnanimous to correfpond with Heaven, 

But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 

Defcends, thither with heart and voice and eyes 

r)ire6led in devotion, to adore 

And worfliip God fupreme, who made him chief 515 

Of all his works : therefore th' Omnipotent , 

Eternal Father (for where is not he 

Prcfent?) thus to his Son audibly fpake. 

Let us make now Man in our image, Man 

In our fimllitude, and let them rule 520 

'Over the fi/h and fowl of fea and air, 

Beaft of the field, and over all the eai'th. 

And every creeping thing that creeps the ground. 

This faid, he form'd thee, Adam, thee, O Man, 

Duft of the ground, and in thy noftrils breathM 525 

The breath of life ; in his own image he 

Created thee, in the image of God 

Exprefs, and thou becam'ft a living foul» 

Male he created thee, but thy con{(Srt 

Female for race ; then blefs*d mankind, and faid; 5 jp 

Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth. 

Subdue itf and throughout viominion hold 

■'..-. •.■.•. -Ofcr 
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Over fifh of the Tea, and fowl of th" air^ 
And every living thing that moves on th^ earth. 
Wherever thus created^ for no place 535 

Is yet diftin£l by name, thence, as thou know'ft. 
He brought thee into this delicious grove. 
This gai'den, planted with the trees of God, 
Dele6lable both to behold and tafte j 
And freely ail their pleafant fruit for food 54^ 

Gave thee ; all forts are here that all th' earth yields 
Variety without end ; but of the tree. 
Which tafted works knowledge of good and evil. 
Thou may'ft not; in the day thou eat'ft, thou dy'ftj 
Peath is the penalty imposM, beware, 545 

And govern well thy appetite, left Sin 
Surprife thee, and her black attendent Death. 
Here fini(h'd he, and all that he had made 
ViewM, and behold all was entirely good ; 
So ev'n and mom accoraplifliM the fixth day : 550 

Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Defifting, though unwearied, up returned. 
Up to the Heav'n of Heav'ns his high abode, 
Thence to behold this new created world 
Th' addition of his empire, how it ihow'd 555 

In profpeft from his throne, how good, how fair, 
Anfwering his great idea. Up he rode 
FollowM with acclamation and the found 
Symphonious of ten thoufand harps that tun*d 
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air 560 

Refounded, (thou remember'ft, for thou heardft) 
The Heav'ns and all the conftellatioa% t>xci%^ 
- \0L. I. Q^ 'V^* 
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The planets in their fbuion liil*mDg ftood> 
While the bright pomp afcended jubilant. 
Open, ye everlafting gates, tiiey fung, 565 

Open, ye Heav'ns, your living doors j let in 
The great Creator from his work retum'd 
Magnificent, his fix days work, a world ; 
Open, and henceforth oft ; for God will deign 
To vifit oft the dwellings of juft men 570 

Delighted, and with frequent intercourfe 
Thither will fend his winged meffengers 
On eirands of fupemal grace. So fung 
The glorious train afcending : He through HeareDy 
That open'd wide her blazing portals, led, 575. 

To God's eternal houie direft the way, 
A broad and ample road, whofe duft is gold 
And pavement ftars, as ftars to thee appear. 
Seen in the galaxy, that milky way. 
Which nightly as a circling zone thou feeft 580 

Powder'd with ftars. And now on earth the feventh 
Evening arofc in Eden, for the fun 
Was fet, and twilight from the eaft came on. 
Forerunning night ; when at the holy mount 
Of Heav'n's high feated top, th' imperial throne ^t$ 
Of Godhead, fixM for ever firm and furt, 
The filial Pow'r an'iv'd, and fat him down 
With his great Father, for he alfo went 
Invidble, yet ftay'd, (fuch privilege 
Ha^ Omniprefence) and the work ordain M, 590 

Author and end of all things, and from woik 
Now reding, bicfs'd aivd haUoVd the fcv'nth day, 
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As refting on that day from all his work. 

But not in filence holy kept; the harp 

Had work and reded not, the folemn pipe, 595 

And dulcimer, all organs of fweet ftop, 

All founds on fret by ftring or golden wire 

TempcrM foft tuningS| intermixed with voice 

Choral or unifon : of incenfe clotlds 

Fuming from golden cenfers hid the mount. 600 

Creation and the fix days a^ls they fung» 

Great are thy works, Jehovah, infinite 

Thy pow'r j what thought can meafure thee, or tongue 

Relate thee ? greater now in thy return 

Than from the giant Angels ; thee that day 605 

Thy thunders magnify'd; but to create 

Is greater than created to deih'oy. 

Who can impair thee, mighty King, or bound 

Thy fahpiret eafily the proud- attempt ' 

Q€ SpiVits apoftate andllieir connfels vain *'^xo 

Thou haft repell'd, while impioufly they thought 

Thee to diminifii, and from thee withdraw 

The number of thy worfhipers. Who feeks 

To lelTen thee, againft his purpofe ferves 

To manifeft the more thy might : his evil 615 

Thou ufeft, and from thence creat'ft more good. 

Witnefs this new-made world, another Heaven 

From Heaven gate not far, founded in view 

On the clear hyaline, the glafiy fea ; 

Of amplitude almoft Immenfe, with ftars 620 

Numerous, and every ftar perhaps a wotVd. 

Of deftifi'd habitation 3 but thou kaoV^ 
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Their feafons ; among thefe the feat of Men, 
Earth with her nether ocean circumfus^dy 
Their pleafa^t dwelling-place. Thrice happy Men, . 
And Tons of Men, whom God hath thus advanced. 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And wcrihip him, and in rewar^ to rule 
Over his works, on earth, in fea, or air. 
And multiply a race of worihipei's 630 

Holy and juft : thrice happy if they know 
Their happinefs, and perfevere upright. 
So fung they, and the empyrean nmg 
With halleluiahs : Thus was (abbath kept. 
And thy requefl think now fuliiird, that aik'd 635 
How iirft this world and face of things began. 
And what before thy memory was done 
From xhp beginning, that pofterity 
Inform'd by thte might know 5 if elfe thou feek^ft 
Qught, not {urpaiHng human meafure, fay. 640' 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Adam' inquires concerning celeftial mo^ioni, is doubt- 
fully anfwer'd, and exhorted to fearch rather things 
more worthy of knowledge : Adam aiTents ; and, 
ft ill defirous to detain Raphael, relates to him what 
he rememberM fmce bis own creation, his placing 
in Paradife, his talk with God concerning lolitude 
and fit fociety, his firft meeting and nuptials with 
Eve, his difcourfe with the Angel thereupon j who 
after admonitions repeated depsuts. 
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TH E Angel ended, and in Adam's ear 
So charming left his voice, that he a whfle 
Thought him ftill fpeaking, ftill ftood fix'd to hear ; 
Then as new wak'd thus gi-atefully rcply'd. 

What thanks fufficient, or what rccompenfe 5 

Equal have I to render thee, divine 
Hiftorian, who thus largely haft allayM 
The thirft I had of knowledge, and vouchfaf'd 
This friendly condefcenfion to relate 
Things elfe by me unfearchable, now heai'd 16 

With wonder, but delight, and, as is due. 
With glory attributed to the high 
Creator ? fomething yet of doubt remains. 
Which only thy folution can refolve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world 15 

Of Heav'n and Earth coniifting, and compute 
Their magnitudes, this earth, a fpot, a grain. 
An atom, with the firmament compai'M 
And all her number'd ftai*s, that fecm to roll 
Spaces incomprehenfible (for fuch 20 

Their diftance argues and their fwift i^tMtti 
Diwual) merely to officiate V\g\Lt 
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Round this opacous earth, this punctual fpot. 

One day and night, in all their vaft furvey 

Ufelefs befides; reafoning I oft admir?, ^. , ^25 

How nattn-e wife -and fnigal could cohimit - 

Such difproportions, with fuperfluous hand 

So many nobler bodies to create. 

Greater fo manifold to this one ufe. 

For ought appears, and on their orbs impoie 30 

Such reftlefs revolution day by day 

Repeated, while the fedentary earth, 

That better might with far lefs compafs more, 

ScrvM by more noble than herfelf, attains 

fier end without leaft motion, and receives, 35 

As tribute, fuch a fumlefs journey brought 

Of incorporeal fpeed, her warmth and light ; 

Speed, to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs number fails. 

So fpake our fire, and by his counfnance feemM 
Entring on ftudious thoughts abftrufe, which Eve 40 
Perceiving where (he fat retired in fight. 
With lowllnefs majeftic ft*om her feat. 
And grace that won who faw to wifh her ftay, 
Rofe, and went forth among her fruits and flowers. 
To vifit how they profper'd, bud and bloom, 45 

Her nurfery; they at her coming fprung. 
And touch'd by her fair tendence gladlier grew. 
Yet went (he not, as not with fuch difcourfe 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high : fuch pleafure fhc rcfcrvM, 50 

'Ada/72 relating, flie fole auditrefs : 

Her hufband the relator ftic i^t^^^ix^ 
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Before the Angel, and of him to afk 

Chofe rather 5 he, fhe knew, would intermix 

Grateful digreflions, and folve high difpute $$ 

With conjugal carefles ; from his lip 

Not words alone pleasM her. O when meet now 

Such pairs, in love and mutual honor joinM ? 

With Goddefs-like demeanour forth ihe went. 

Not unattended, for on her as queen 60 

A pomp of winning graces waited (till. 

And from about her (hot darts of defire 

Into all eyes to wifh her ftill in fight. 

And Raphael now to Adam's doubt proposed 

Benevolent and facil thus replyM, 65 

To alk or fearch I blame thee not, for Heaven 
Is as the book of God before thee fet. 
Wherein to read his wondrous works, and learn 
His feafons, hours, or days, or months, or years : 
This to. attain, whether Heav'n move or Earth, 70 
Imports not, if thou reckon right 5 the reft 
From Man or Angel the great Architeft 
Did wifely to conceal, and not divulge 
His fecrets to be fcann'd by them who ought 
Rather admire j or, if they lift to try 75 

Conjecture, he his fabric of the Heavens 
Hath left to their difputes,. perhaps to move 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter, when they come to model Heaven 
And calculate the ftars, how they will wield 80 

The mighty frame, how build, unbuild, contrive 
To fave appearances, how gird tKt {^^^i^ 
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With centric and eccentric fcribled o^er^ 
Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb : 
Already by thy reafoning this I guefs. 
Who art to lead thy offspring, and fuppofeft 
That bodies bright and greater flionld not ferve 
The lefs not bright, nor Heav'n fuch journeys nr 
Earth fitting ftill, when (he alone receives 
The benefit : confider firft, that great 
Or bright infers not excellence : the earth 
Though, in comparifon of Heaven, fo fmall. 
Nor glift^ring, may of folid good contain 
More plenty than the fiin that barren fhines, 
Whofe virtue on itfelf works no effect, 
But in the fruitful earth; there firft received 
His beams, una6tive elfe, their vigor find. 
Yet not to earth are thofe bright luminaries 
Officious, but to thee earth's habitant. 
And for the Heav'n's wide circuit, let it fpeak 
The Maker's high magnificence, who built 
So fpacious, and his line (h-etch'd out fo far ; 
That Man may know he dwells not in his own ; 
An edifice too large for him to fill, 
Lodg'd in a fmall partition, and the refl 
Ordain'd for ufes to his Lord beft known. 
The fwiftnefs of thofe circles attiibute. 
Though numberlefs, to his omnipotence. 
That to corporeal fubftances could add 
Speed almofl fpiritual ; me thou think'ft not flow 
Who fince the morning '^our fet out from Heave] 
Where God refides, and etc m\^-^vj wcW\ 
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In Eden, dlilance inexpreffible 
By numbers that hare name. But this I urge. 
Admitting motion in the Heavens, to fliow 1 1 j 

InYalid that which thee to doubt it movM ; 
Not that I fo aifirm, though fo it feem 
To thee who haft thy dwelling here on earth. 
God to remove his ways ffom human fenfe; 
'Plac'd Heav'n from Earth fo far, that earthly fight. 
If it prcfume, might err in things too high. 
And no advantage gain. What if the fun 
Be center to the world, and other ftars 
By his attraftive virtue and their own 
Incited, dance about him various rounds ? ' 125 

Their wand'ring courfe now high, now low, then hid, 
Progreflive, retrograde, or ftanding ftill, 
In fix thou feeft, and what if fev'nth to thefe 
The planet earth, fo ftedfift though (he feem, 
Infenfibly three different motions move ? 1 36 

Which elfe to feveral fpheres thou muft afcribe, 
Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities,- 
Or fave the fun his labor, and that fwift 
No6lumal and diurnal rhomb fupposM, 
Invifible elfe above all ftars, the wheel 135 

Of day and night 5 which needs not thy belief. 
If earth induftrious of herfelf fetch day 
Traveling eaft, and with her part avei*fe 
From the fun*^ beam meet night, her other part 
Still luminous by his ray. What if that light x4Ja 
Sent from her through the wide tranfpicuous air. 
To the terreftfial moon be a$ a ftss 
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Inlightning her by day, as ihe by night 
This earth ? reciprocal, if land be there, 
;Ficlds and inhabitants : Her fpots thou feeft 14.5 

As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 
Fruits in her foften^d foil, for fome to eat 
Allotted. there; and other funs perhaps 
With their attendent moons thou wilt defcry 
Communicating male and female light, 150 

Which two great fexes animate the world, 
StorM in each orb perhaps with fome that live* 
For fuch vafl room in nature unpofTefs'd 
By living foul, defert and defolate, 
JOnly to fliine, yet fcarce to contribute 155 

Each orb a glimpfe of light, conveyed fo far 
Down to this habitable, which returns 
Light back to them, is obvious to difpute. 
But whether thus thefe things, or whether not, 
^Whether the fun predominant in Heaven 160 

Rife on. the earth, or earth rife on the fun. 
He from the eail his flaming road begin. 
Or (he from weft her iilent courfe advance 
With inofFenfive pace that fpinning fleeps 
iOn her foft axle, while ihe paces even, 165 

And bears thee foft with the fmooth air along. 
Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid. 
Leave them to God above, him ferve and fear j 
Of other creatures, as him pleafes beft, 
^Wherever placM, let him difpofe : joy thou 17P 

In what he gives to thee, this Paradife 
And thy fair Eve j Heav'u U fox xVitt too high 

' 'tti 
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To know what pallcs there 5 be lowly wife z 
Think only what concerns thee and thy being j 
^r^am not of other worlds, what creatures there 175 
Live, in wh;it Hate, condition or degree. 
Contented that thus far hath been reveal'd 
Not of Earth only but of higheft Heaven. 

To whom thus Adam, cleared of doubt, reply 'd. 
U^w fully haft, thou fatisfyM me, pure iSo. 

Intelligence of Heaven, Angel ferene. 
And, freed from intricacies, taught to live 
The eafieft way, nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the fweet of life, fi-om which 
God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cai'es, 185 

And not moleft us, unlefs we ourielves 
Seek them with wand*ring thoughts, and notions vain. 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove 
Unchecked, and of her roving is no end $ 
Till warn'd, or by experience taught, Ihe learn, 199 • 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From ufe, obfcure and fubtle, but to know 
That which before us lies in daily life. 
Is the prime wifdom ; what is more, is fume^ 
Or «mptinefs, or fond impertinence, 395 

And renders us in things that moft concern 
Unpra^lisM, unpreparM, and ftill to feek. 
Therefore from this high pitch let us defcend 
A lower flight, and fpeak of things at hand 
UTeful, whence haply mention may arifc aoc 

Of fomething not unfeafonable to a(k 
By fuffcnnce, and thy wonted €v7or dd^^L* 
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Thee I have heard relating what was done 

Ere my remembrance : now hear me relate 

Mj ftory, which perhaps thou haft not heard; so 

And day is not yet fpent; till then thou fteft 

How fubtly to detain diee I deviie. 

Inviting thee to hear while I relate. 

Fond, were it not in hope of thy replyt 

For while I fit with thee, I feem in Heaven, %h 

And Tweeter thy difcourfe is to my ear 

Than fruits of palm-tree pleafanteft to thirft 

And hunger both, from labor> at the honr 

Of fwect repaft $ they (atiate, and foon fill 

Though plea£mty but thy words with grace divine 

Imbued, bring to their fweetnefs no fatiety. 

. To whom duis Raj^ael anfwerM heavenly meek* 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful. Sire of men. 
Nor tongue indoquent ; for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath alfo pour'd »JC 

Inward and outward both, his image fair t 
Speaking or mute all comelinefs and grace 
Attends thee, ai^d each word, each motion forms ; 
Nor lefs t)iink we in Heav*n of thee on Earth 
Than of our fellow-fervant, and inquire iij 

Uladly into the ways of God with Man : 
For God we fee hath honored thee, and fet 
On Man his equal love : fay therefore on } 
For I that day was abfent, as befel, 
]^ound on a voyage uncouth and obfcure, 23c 

Far on excurfion tow'ard the gates of Hell ^ 
Squared in full kgion (fucb. coiunvdA^yrt bad) 
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that none thence iflued forth a fpy, 
my, while God was in his work, 
i incensM at f^Kh emption bold, 2y$ 

6Uon with creation might have mix^d. 
at they durft without his leave attempt, 
he fends upon his high behefts 
te, as Sovran King, and to inure 
ompt obedience. Faft we found, faft fliut 240 
iinai gatea, and barricado'd ftrong j 
ng ere our approaching heard within 
other than the found of dance or. fong, 
:nt, and loud lament, and furious rage, 
ve retumM up to the coafts of light 245 

Dbath evening : fo we had in charge. 
y relation now ; for I attend, 
i with thy words no lefs than thou with mine, 
pake the Godlike Pow'r, and thus o\ir fire. 
!an to tell how huiaan life b^an 250 

1 ; for who himfelf beginning knew ? 
with thee ftill longer to converfe 
d me. As new wakM from ibundet deep 
1 the flowery herb I found me laid 
my fweat, which with his beams the fun B55 
IryM, and on the reaking moifture fed. 
toward Heaven my wond'ring eyes I turn'd^ 
az'd a while the ample (ky, till raisM 
ick inftin6live motion up I fpning, 
therward endevoring, and upright 260 

on my feet ; about me raund I faw 
dale, and ihady woods, and ^fisv:^ ^Vvoa^ 
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And liquid lapfe of murmuring ftreams ; by thefe, 

Creatures that liv*d and mov^d, and waik'd, or flew, ■ 

Birds on the branches warbling $ all things fmird^ 26$ 

With fragrance and with joy my heart o*erflow*d. 

Myfelf I then perusM, and limb by limb 

Sui*vey'dy and fometimes went, and ibmetimes ran 

With fupple joints, as lively vigor led : 

But who I wasy or where, or from what caufe, 270 

Knew not) to fpeak I try*d, and forthwith fpakej 

My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 

Whatever I faw. Thou Sun, faid I, fair light. 

And thou inlighten'd Earth, fo fre/h and gay. 

Ye Hills, and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains, 

And ye that live and move, fair Creatures tell. 

Tell, if ye faw, how came I thus, how here ? 

Not of myfelf ; by fome great Maker then. 

In goodnefs and in pow'^r prgeeminent ^ 

Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, tSo 

From whom I have that thus I move and live. 

And feel that I am happier than I know. 

While thus I call'd, and ftray'd I knew not whither, 

From where I firft drew air, and firfl beheld 

This happy light, when anfwer none return'd 485 

On a green ihady bank profufe of flowers 

Penfive I fat me down ; there g«utle (leep 

Firft found me, and with foft opprefiion feis^d 

My droufed fenfe, untroubled, though I thought 

I then was pafling to my former ftate ' 290 

Jnfenfible, and forthwith to diflblve : 

When fuddenly flood at m^ Uead a dream, 

VThofc 
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Whole inward apparition gently movM 
My fancy to believe I yet had being. 
And liv^d : One came, methought, of ihape divine^ 
And faid, Thy manfion wants thee, Adam, rife, 
Firft Man, of men innumerable ordain'd 
Firft Father, callM by thee I come thy guide 
To the garden of blifs, thy feat prepared. 
So faying, by the hand he took me raisM, 300 

And over fields and waters, as in air 
Smooth Aiding without ftep, laft led me up 
A woody mountain 5 whofe high top was plain, 
A circuit wide, inclos'd, with goodlicfl trees 
Planted, with walks, and bow"rs, that what I faw 305 
Of earth before fcarce pleafant feem'd. Each tree 
Loaden with faireft fruit that hung to th' eye 
Tempting, Ain'd in me fudden appetite 
To pluck ahd eat ; whereat I wak'd, and found 
Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 310 

Ilad- lively fhadowM : Here had new begun 
My wandVihg, had not he who was my guide 
Up hither, from among the trees appeared, 
Prefence divine. Rejoicing, but with awe. 
In adoration at his feet I fell 315 

Submifs : he rear'd me% and Whom thou fought'ft I am. 
Said mildly. Author of all this thou feeft 
Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 
This Paradife I give thee, count it thine 
To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat 1 320 

Of every ti-ce thjit in the garden growt 
Vol. I. 11 ^-^^ 
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Eat freely with glad heart $ fear here no dearth s 
But of the tree whofe opeiation brings 
Knowledge of good and ill, which I have fet 
The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith, 325 

Amid the garden by the tree of life, 
Remember what I warn thee, ihim to tafte. 
And (hun the bitter confequcnce : for know. 
The day thou eat^ft thereof, my fole command 
Tranfgrefs'd, inevitably thou flialt die, 330 

From that day mortal, and this happy ftate 
Shalt lofe, expeU'd from hence into a world 
Of woe and forrow. Sternly he pronouncM 
The rigid interdi6iion, which refounds 
Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 335 
Not to incur j but foon his clear afpefl 
RetumM, and gracious purpofe thus renewed. 
Not only thefe fair bounds, but all the earth 
To thee and to thy race I give ; as lords 
PofTefs it, and all things that therein live, 340 

Or live in fea, or air, bcaft, fiih, and fowl. 
In fign whereof each bird and bead behold 
After their kinds 5 I bring them to receive 
From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 
With low fubje^lion ; underftand the fame 34.5 

Of fi(h within their watry refidence, 
Not hither fummon'd, iince they cannot change 
Their clement to draw the thinner air. 
As thus he fpake, each bird and beaft behold 
Approaching two and two, thefe cowring low 350 

With 
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With blandifhment^ each bird ftoopM on hie wing. 
I namM theoi, as they pafs'd, and underftobd 
Their nature, with fuch knowledge God indued 
My fudden apprehenfion : hut in thefe 
I found not what methought I w^ted ftill | 35^ 

Anid to the heav''niy vifion thus preAim^d. 

O by what name, for thou above all tbe(b> 
Above mankind, or ought than mankind higher, 
SurpafTeil far my naming, how may I 
Adore thee. Author of this univerfe, 3^0 

And all this good to man ? for whofe WelUbeing 
So amply, and with hands fo liberal 
Thou haft provided all things : but with me 
I fee not who partakes. In folitude 
What happinefs, who can enjoy alone^ 36^ 

Or all enjoying, what contentment find ? 
Thus I prefumptuous 5 and the vifion bright^ 
As with a fmile more brighten'd, thus reply'd* 

What cairft thou folitude? is not the earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 37* 

Repdenifh'd, and all thefe at thy command 
To come and play before thee ? know'il thou not 
Their language and their ways ? they alfo know^ 
And i^afon not contemptibly i with thefe 
Find paftime, and beai* rule; thy realm is large. 375 
So fpake the univerfal Lord, and feem'd 
So ordering. I with \c»n of fpeech implorM, 
And humble deprecation thus reply*d. 
Let not my words oiFend thee, heav'nly Pow(u:<» 

R * ^n 
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Save with the creatures which I made, and thofe 

To me inferior, infinite defcents 4.10 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee ? 

He ceasM, I lowly anfwer'd. To attain 
The highth and depth of thy eternal ways 
All human thoughts come fhort, Supreme of things j 
Thou in thyfelf art perfeft, and in thee 415 

Is no deficience found ; not fo is Man^ 
But in degree, the caufe of his defirc 
By converfation with his like to help. 
Or folace his dcfe6):s. No need that thou 
Shouldft propagate, already infinite, 42« 

And through all numbers abfolute, though one 5 
But Man by number is to manifcft 
His fmgle imperfection, and beget 
Like of his like, his image muLtipIy'd, 
In unity dcfeftive, which requires 4.45 

Collateral love, and deareft amity. 
I'hou in thy fecrefy although alone, 
BgH with thyfelf accompanied, feek*ft not' 
Social communication, yet fo pleasM, 
Canft raife thy creature to what highth thou wilt 430 
Of union or communion, deify'd 5 
I by converfing cannot thefe ercft 
From prone, nor in their ways complacence find. 
Thus I imbolden'd fpakc, and freedom us'd 
Permiflive, and acceptance found, which gained 435 
This anfwer from the gracious voice divine. 

Thus far to tiy thee, Adam, I was ijU-i-Vd^ 
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And find thee knowing not of beafb alone. 

Which thou haft rightly namM, but of t&yielf, 

Expreifing well the fpi'rit within thee free, 44^ 

My image, not imparted to the brute, 

Whofe fellow/hip therefore unmeet for thee 

Good reafon was thou freely ihouldft diflike. 

And be fo minded ftill ; I, ei-e thou fpak^ft. 

Knew it not good for Man to be alone, 445 

And no fuch company as then thou faw'ft 

Intended thee, for trial only brought. 

To fee how thou could'ft judge of fit and meet ; 

What next I bring (hall plcafe thee, be aflur'd. 

Thy likenefs, thy fit help, thy other felf, 450 

Thy wifh exaftly to thy heart's defire. 

He ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his heav'nly overpower'd. 
Which it had long flood under, ftrain'd to th' highth. 
In that celeftial colloquy fublime, 455 

As with an obje6l that excels the fenft 
Dazled and fpent, funk down, and fought repair 
Of fleep, which inftantly fell on me, called 
By nature as in aid, and clos'd mine eyes. 
Mine eyes he clos'd, but open left the cell 460 

Of fancy my internal fight, by which 
Abftri6l as in a trance methought I faw. 
Though fleeping, where I lay, and faw the (hapc 
Still glorious before whom awake I ftoodj 
Who ftooping openM my left fide, and took 465 

J'^rom theacc a rib, witli coi^^\ i^^icvu >in.\:m, 
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And life-blood ftreaming frefti ; wide was the wound. 

But fuddenly with flefh fill'd up and healM : 

The rib he form'd and fafhion'd with his hands 5 

Under Jiis fonning hands a creature grew, 470 

Manlike, but different fex, fo lovely fair. 

That what feemM fair in all the world, fcemM now 

Mean, or iii her fummM up, in her contained 

And in her looks, which from that time infus'd 

Sweetnefs into my heart, unfelt before, 475 

And into all things from her air infpirM 

The fpi'rit of love and amorous delight. 

She difappcar'd, and left me dark ; I wak'd 

To find her, or for ever to deplore 

Her lofs, and other pleafures all abjure: 480 

When out of hope, behold her, not far off, 

Such as I faw her in my dream, adorn'd 

With what all Earth or Heaven could beftow 

To make her amiable : On (he came. 

Led by her heav'nly Maker, though unfeen, 485 

And guided by his voice, nor uninform'd 

Of nuptial fanftity and marriage rites : 

Grace was in aH her fteps, Heav'n in her eye. 

In every gefture dignity and love. 

I overjoyed could not forbear aloud. 4^0 

This turn hath made amends ; thou haft fulfill'd 
Thy words. Creator bounteous and benign. 
Giver of all thinrjs fair, but faireft tliis 
Of all thy gifts, nor envieft. I now fee 
Bone of my bone, fleih of my tlcftv, TtqfcVS ^'^^ 

R 4 -^^Vs^^ 
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Before me; Woman is her name, of Man 
Extrafled ; for this caufe he (hall forego 
Father and mother, and to* his wife adhere ; 
And they (hall be one fiefh, one heart, one foul. 

She heard me thus, and though divinely brought. 
Yet innocence and virgin modefty, 
Her virtue and the confcience of her worth. 
That would be wooM, and not unfought be won. 
Not obvious, not obtrufive, but retired. 
The more defirable, or to fay all, 505 

Natui*e herfelf, though pure of fmful thought. 
Wrought in her fo, that feeing me, (he tum'd| 
I followed her, (he what was honor knew. 
And with obfequious majeily approved 
My pleaded reafon. To the nuptial bower 510 

I led her blufliing like the morn : all Heaven, 
And happy conftellations on that hour 
Shed their felefteft influence 5 the earth 
Gave fign of gratulation, and each hill ; 
Joyous the birds) freih gales and gentle airs 515 

Whifper'd it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rofe, flung odors from the fpicy (hrub, 
Difporting, till the amorous bird of night 
Sung fpoufal, and bid hafte the evening ftar 
On this hill top, to light the bridal lamp. 520 

Thus have I told thee all my (late, and brought 
My ftory to the fum of earthly blifs 
Which I enjoy, and muft confefs to find 
la all thingt tik delight indeed, but fuch 

Ai 
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As usM or not, works in the mind no change, 515 • 

Nor vehement defire, thefe delicacies 

I mean of ta(le, fight, fmell, herbs, fruits, and flowers. 

Walks, and the melody of birds j but here 

Far otherwife, tranfported I behold, 

Tranfported touch ; here pafiion firft I felt, 5^0. 

ppmmotion fbrange, in all enjoyments elfe 

Superior and unmovM, here only weak 

Againft the charm of beauty's powerful glance. 

Or nature failM in me, and left fome part 

Not proof enough fuch obje£^ to fuftain, 545 

Or from my fide fubdu6iing, took perhaps 

More than enough ; at leaft on her beftowM 

Too much of ornament, in outward (how 

Elaborate, of inward lefs exa^. 

For well I underftand in the prime end 540 

Qf nature her th* inferior, in the mind 

And inward faculties, which moft excel. 

In outward alfo her refcmbling lefs 

His image who made both, and lefs exprefiiflg 

The charaftcr of that dominion given 545 

O'er other creatures j yet when I approach 

Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute (he feems 

And in herfelf complete, fo well to know 

Her own, that what (he wills to do or fay, 

Seems wifeft, virtuoufeft, difcreeteft, beft 5 550 

All higher knowledge in her prefence falls 

Degraded, wifdom in difcourfc with her 

Lofes dlfcountenanc'd, and like folly (hows \ 
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Authority and reafim on ber wait. 

As one intended Hrft, not after made 555 

Qccafionally } and tQ confummate all, 

Greatnefs of mind, and noblenefs their feat 

Build in her lovelieft, aiid create an awe 

About her, as a guard angelic placM. 

To whom iht Angel with contracted brow. 569 
Accufe not nature, fhe hath done her part $ 
Do thou but thine, and be not diffident 
Of wifdom, flie deferts thee not, if thou 
BHtnifs not her, when moft thou need^ft her nigh. 
By attributing over much to things 565 

Lefs excellent, as thou thyfclf perceiv'ft. 
For what admired thou, what tranfports thee £0^ 
An outfide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherifhing, thy honoring, and thy Jove, 
Not thy fubjeftioh : weigh with her thyfelf 5 570 

Then value : Oft-times nothing profits more 
Than felf-efteem, grounded on juft and right 
Well managed 5 of that fkill the more thou know'ft, 
Thtf more (he will acknowledge thee her head. 
And to realities yield all her fhows : 575 

Made fo adorn for thy delight the more. 
So awful, that with honor thou may'ft love 
Thy mate, who fees when thou art fcen leaft wife. 
Blit if the fenfe of touch whereby mankind 
Is propagated feem fuch dear delight 580 

Beyond all other, think the fame vouchfaf 'd 
To cattel and each beaft*> yibicb would not be 
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To them made common and divulgM, if ought 

Therein enjoy'd were worthy to fubdue 

The foul of man, or paifion in him more. 5^5 

What high'er in her fociety thou find'ft 

Attra£live, human, rational, love ftill j 

In loving thou doft we]l, in paflion not, 

"Wherein trae love confifts not 5 love refines 

The thoughts, and heart inlarges, hath his feat 59^ 

In rea'fon, and is judicious, is the fcale 

By which to heav'nly love thou may'ft afcend. 

Not funk in carnal pleafure, for which caufe 

Among the beafts no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus half abaihM Adam reply'd. 595 
Neither her outfide formed fo fair, nor ought 
In procreation common to all kinds 
(Though higher of the genial bed by fai*. 
And with myfterious reverence I deem) 
So much delights me, as thofe graceful* a6ls9 60^ 

Thofe thoufand decencies that daily flow 
From all her words and a^lions mix'd with love 
And fweet compliance, which dechwe unfeigned 
Union of mind, or in us both one foul $ 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair 605 

More grateful than harmonious found to th^ ear. 
Yet thefe fubjefl not 5 I to thee difclofe 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foilM, 
Who meet with various objects, from th^ fenfc 
Varioufly reprefenting ; yet ftill free 6id 

Approve the bcft, and follow what I a.)^^tQN^« 
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To love thou blam^ft me not, for love thou fay'ft 
Leads up to Heftv'iiy is both the way and guide | 
Bear with me then, if lawful what I afk j 
Love not the heavenly Spi^rits, and how their love ^15 
Exprefs they, by looks only*, or do they mix 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch ? 

To whom the Angel with a fmile that glow*d 
Celeftial rofy red, love's proper hue, 
AnfwcrM. Let it fufiice thee that thou know'ft 6to 
Us happy', and without love no happinefs. 
Whatever pure thou in the body' enjoy'ft 
(And pure thou wert created) we enjoy 
In eminence, and obftacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, excluiive bars ; 61 5 
Eafier than air with air, if Spi'rits embrace, 
Total they mix, union of pure with pure 
Defiring 5 nor reftrainM conveyance need 
As flelh to mix with flefli, or foul with foul. 
But I can now no more j the parting fun 630 

Beyond the earth's green Cape and verdant lies 
Hefperian fets, my fignal to depart. 
Be ftrong, live happy', and love, but firft of all 
fiim whom to love is to obey, and keep 
His great command; take heed left palTion fway 635 
Thy judgment to do ought, which elfe free will 
Would not admit ; thine and of all thy fons 
The weal or woe in thee is plac'd ; beware. 
I in thy pcrfevering (hall rejoice, 
And all the BIcft : ftand faft v ^<i ^a^d or fall 6+0 
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Free in thine own arbitrement it lies* 
Pcrfeft within, no outward aid require 5 
And all temptation to tranfgrefs repel. 

So faying, he arofe ; whom Adam thus 
Followed with benedi6lion. Since to part> 645 

Go heav'nly Gueft, ethereal MefTenger, 
Sent from whofe fovran goodnefs I adore. 
Gentle to me and a£Fable hath been 
Thy condefccnfion, and ihall be* honored ever 
With grateful memory : thou to mankind ^50 

Be good and friendly ftill, and oft return. 

So parted they, the Angel up to Heaven 
From the thick (hade, and Adam to his bower. 



THB END or THE EIGHTH BOOK. 
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